
One day back in college at Iowa State University, my friend Reed was complaining - He and I had both hung out with 
people from the SALT company, the Baptist non-denominational campus ministry - both of us though were starting 
to cling more to our Catholic faith - so he was complaining that some people from there wouldn’t leave him alone

I explained to him, “Reed, they care about you and want you to go to heaven. They sincerely believe that as a Catholic, 
you won’t go to heaven. There not trying to annoy you. They just don’t want you to go to hell, and they believe as a 
Catholic, you will. They are truly doing it out of love and concern.”

It can be tough when you realize that the Catholic Church has the fullness of Truth - Dr. Scott Hahn, a Catholic convert, 
who was formerly a Presbyterian minister, said many friends and family stopped talking to him when he become 
Catholic - just a side note - we do a disservice to people like Scott Hahn who gave up so much to become Catholic 
when we say it doesn’t matter what Christian denomination you belong to - it does

However, I think this sort of thing hits home the hardest when your children leave the Catholic faith, or even leave the 
Christian faith

I cannot count the times that parents have come to me distraught over their children’s faith lives, their style of living, or 
some other thing that distances their children from Christ and the Catholic Church

Sometimes all we can do is pray for them - if we have communicated the truth to them and they know what we know and 
believe and why, then hounding them again and again with the truth is just going to push them away - sometimes, 
we have to lay the lives of our loved ones at the foot of the Cross and let Jesus heal them - we need to remember 
that He loves and them and cares about their salvation even more than we do

It is not much of a comfort, but remember Jesus predicted this - in the Gospel Jesus says that He has come to bring 
division, not peace - that He has come to divide two against three, father against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law

He says this is what will happen if we carry out Jesus mission to set the earth on fire - not literally - although large bon-
fires are fun

And as followers of Christ, we must set the world on fire - Jesus says He is in great anguish until it is accomplished
Division is what happens when we speak the truth, a truth that is not popular 
In the first reading, Jeremiah spoke out against the sin of the people of God - reminding people of what they are doing 

wrong is not usually a good way to become popular - he was so unpopular, they stuck him in a deep well to die of 
hunger and thirst - however, he is rescued

The truth causes division because people who are stuck in sin don’t want to hear that what they are doing is wrong - they 
don’t want to have to change - sin often begets sin - cheating on a test can lead to lying about how you got the 
answers - one sin can lead us deeper into more sin



It is wrong to judge people, but we can judge their actions - so we can say that someone killing someone else is wrong, is 
an evil, but we cannot say they sinned - only God knows that - remember three things are necessary for sin to 
happen - one, the action has to be evil - two, the person has to know the action is evil - three, they have to freely 
choose to do the evil action - usually, only God knows this - only if all three are true, has a sin taken place - but we 
still can judge their actions

So we are called to correct our brothers and sisters in Christ, but we have to do so out of love for them, out of a desire 
that they be the best version of themselves - we must not correct them out of anger, vengeance, or malice

When we correct others out of love and allow ourselves to be corrected out of love, then we begin to surround ourselves 
with what the author of Hebrews calls a cloud of witnesses - it is good to seek out holy people and to hang out with 
them - it is good to pray and ask for the intercession of the saints

If we are going to run this race, if we are going to persevere in running the Christian life all the way to the finish line of 
heaven, then we are going to need help - we cannot do it on our own - we need the help of others

Every other month or so, I see a spiritual director - he holds me accountable to my prayer life, to the decisions I make - he 
is there to guide me in helping me better discern where God is leading me to go in life; what it is God is asking me 
to work on - in what ways can I become more holy - he there to make sure I keep my eyes fixed on Jesus, the 
leader and perfecter of the faith

We would all benefit by having someone we trust hold us accountable to making holy decisions - so I dare you to find 
some like that in your life - find someone you trust to ask you and hold you accountable to living the 
commandments of Christ and that will pray with you and for you in your struggle with sin - I dare you to find an 
accountability partner

If you are serious in growing in holiness, this is a great way to do it
If you choose to radically choose Christ, you may lose some friends - you may lose some money - but what you will be left 

with is the pearl of great price - the gift that is worth selling everything else for
It is a gift that is even worth giving up even peace for - if Christ is who He says He is, He is worth losing friends and 

prestige for
So, in both the small and large choices in life, go and set the earth on fire for Christ!


