
In 2001 I bought a house in SE Rochester - I remember when I was looking for a house, the agent told me I could afford a 
house that was 3 and half times my annual salary

At the time I did some math and I remember thinking, if I did that, with the money I would have left over every month, I would 
basically have to stay at home all the time and never go anywhere

I remember later someone told me their agent told them they could afford 4 times their annual salary - I thought this was 
crazy

Farmers are constantly calculating their return on investment on a new tractor or other new equipment
Jesus too uses examples - first he talks about building a tower - Jesus says that it would look foolish if the person started 

building it, but then ran out of resources to finish it
Then Jesus talks about the calculations the king would make before going into battle - can the he successfully oppose an 

enemy with a larger army or should he send a delegation to go and make peace?
In the decisions in life, we are constantly calculating which choice is better
You would think that Jesus would be pro-family - and Jesus is - the Catholic Church is - but there is something that is even 

more important than family - and that is Jesus
What are we willing to do for Jesus? To be His disciple?
What if your father or mother or wife or children, brothers or sisters refused to talk to you because of your faith in Jesus?
Would you still pray to God? Would you still follow God’s commandments? Would you still come to Mass? Would you still 

seek out the Sacrament of Confession?
But what if it wasn’t even just about being ostracized by family and friends? What if your life was on the line?
For the early Christians this was a reality - it was illegal to be a Christian - the state tortured Christians - instead of watching 

football in a large stadium setting, people would come to watch animals tear apart other humans
To be a Christian in the first couple hundred years of Christianity was almost certain death - this is still true today in some 

countries - is your relationship with Christ worth your life?
This is what Jesus is asking His disciples to consider - at all times and places, we must consider the cost of being a Christian
No, Jesus doesn’t want us to consider the cost of being a lukewarm Christian - He wants us to consider the cost of being a 

radical, sold-out Christian
He tells His disciples they must carry their own crosses and follow after Him - no matter what the cost, Jesus wants us to 

follow Him without reservation
Jesus even tells His disciples to renounce all of their possessions - we can renounce all our possessions without giving them 

up
Now some saints have heard this and heard God to give up all of their earthly possessions - we can especially think of St. 

Francis of Assisi
The Church has been strengthened and renewed by their radical approach to their relationship with Christ



However, the Church has affirmed the goodness of private property - it is ok to have things to call our own - this would be 
good especially when it comes to toothbrushes - somethings just shouldn’t be shared

Religious priests, brothers, and sisters take vows of celibacy, obedience, and poverty
Diocesan priests, like me, only take promises (which I guess are somehow less severe than vows) of celibacy and 

obedience
So theoretically I guess if I won the lottery (which would be kind of hard since I never buy a ticket), I could keep all of it for 

myself and buy myself nice things
However, this wouldn’t look good and wouldn’t be good for my soul - it wouldn’t help me to renounce attachment to 

possessions
This what Pope Francis keeps talking about - he said the other day that priests should have reliable cars, but not new cars - 

just so you know, I found out from an article that the Pope rides around in a Ford Focus
Luckily I had already bought my new care before he said this and I can’t really return it - however, it has caused me to take 

this to prayer - am I getting attached to worldly possessions?
This is where radical faith hits the road
Is our faith a faith of connivence or something that imposes and affects our lives?
What are we willing to sacrifice for our faith, for our relationship with Jesus?
Jesus is saying we should be ready to sacrifice anything and everything for Him
Are we ready to do that?
Or are we struggling just to give Him an hour when we are camping and the nearest church is an hour away?
Or are we struggling just to give Him an hour when we have a weekend tournament?
Are we willing to sacrifice our desire to be kind to others and to have others like us back when really God wants us to 

confront them for something they did wrong?
Are we willing to sacrifice the easy way out when a human life is created in a bad situation?
Are we willing to sacrifice pleasure for holiness when we are tempted to participate in the marital act because we know that it 

is only life giving when done in the context of marriage, a marriage between one man and one woman
Are we going to be Jesus’ disciples or our own disciples?
The world tells us to be our own disciples - do what you want - you got to do what’s best for you - you got to do what feels 

right to you - the cost up front is not much - but the cost in the long run is gigantic - we could end up sacrificing our 
eternal salvation

If we are a disciple of Jesus and we do what He tells us because we trust that He loves us and wants what is best for us, 
then there can be a huge sacrifice up front - but the gain is eternal life with God in heaven

Is there anything you need to sacrifice to better follow Jesus; to be a better disciple? - What is the cost to you to better follow 
Jesus? - What do you need to give up? - A bad habit? - a sin you are too attached to? - I can promise you, no matter 
what the cost, the sacrifice is, the return on investment will be infinitely great


