
What if you were pumping gas and some guy came up to you and gave you tickets to all of the Vikings’ home games - 
would you refuse them? - even if you were a Packers fan, you would still take them

Then what if he said, “What a minute. I promised a good friend I would take him to the Vikings-Packers’ game. Could I 
have that ticket back?” - would you say, “No, you can’t have it.”? - Of course not - you would give it back - maybe 
grudgingly, but you would give it back - why? Because he gave you all of the other tickets for free

This is what happens to us with God - God gives us all we have: our lives, our time and everything else is in the end a gift 
- in return He asks for an hour of our time on the weekends and a tithing of what He has first given us - are we 
really going to tell Him, “No.”? - That would be dumb - inconceivable

We see this same ungrateful attitude in the Gospel - When does one traditionally receive their inheritance from their 
parents? - when the parents die - and yet this crazy ungrateful son has the guts to ask for his share of the 
inheritance while his father is still alive - basically he was telling his father he wish he was dead, but since he 
wasn’t, he couldn’t wait any longer - he needed his share of the inheritance now

Notice he goes to a distant country - how many of us tried to run away as kids? - something our parents did upsets us - 
how far did you make it when you ran away? - one block? Two blocks? 10 blocks? Maybe the next county?

Soon though, we realize that home, where we have parents and siblings who love us, isn’t so bad after all
What does the son do in this distant country? - What does he do with his inheritance? Does he invest it? Does he give 

some to the poor? - No, he squanders his inheritance on a life of dissipation - he spends it on himself - on things 
that he thinks will make him happy

We are eternal beings - we are not just matter, but we are also eternal spirit - we are created by God for eternal things - 
that is why material, finite things can never completely satisfy us

When the good times end, when he runs out of money and famine, aka a bad economy, hits the area, the son finds 
himself in need

They say a lot of lottery winners, after a few years, find themselves right back where they started - why, because they 
have no idea how to manage, how to spend wisely, such a large sum of money

Isn’t this true of our spiritual lives? - God has given us so many spiritual gifts - and yet what do we do with them? - most of 
us don’t do squat with the gifts God has given us

We have been given great gifts of grace at our Baptism, our Confirmation, and every time we receive Communion and 
Reconciliation

We have been given the gifts to be great, to be heroic, to be saints - and yet so many of us squander the gifts of God the 
Father has given us - just as the Prodigal son did with the father’s inheritance

When we are away from God, it is hard to remember how good God’s love really is - I think so many people are mired in a 
life of sin because they can’t figure a way out - they know they need to get out, but they don’t know how



When the famine hits this distant country, the Prodigal son knows that something is not right - and yet he just digs himself 
a deeper hole - for the Jews, swine were unclean animals - working with the swine would be below any good Jew’s 
sense of self dignity - I suppose it would be the equivalent of a sewage worker - it would be the job that maybe isn’t 
really that bad, but everyone thinks that it is and thus it is stigmatized as being dirty and demeaning

This is true in the spiritual life as well - we commit a sin, maybe even just a little white lie - however, that sin leads to 
another sin that leads to another - pretty soon we are in too deep - the hole of our sin that we have dug ourselves 
into is so deep we cannot see a way out

However deep we have dug ourselves in with sin, if we quit looking at the darkness around us and tilt our heads way 
back, we will see the light at the top of the hole

This is what the Prodigal son does - Jesus says the son comes to his senses and realizes where he can receive relief 
from this life he has found himself in - he realizes he needs to go back to his father

However, he knows he no longer deserves to be called his son - so he goes back intending to tell his father to treat him as 
one of his hired workers

Notice, this change of heart comes in some ways on his own - God gives us our free will - He is not going to force us to 
come back to Him - we, in our free will, with the help of grace, need to turn away from sin and back towards God

When we do, God the Father will meet us while we are still a long way off, will be filled with compassion, and race to meet 
us halfway 

God loves us and loves having us love Him - but He isn’t going to force us to love Him back - even so, He will always love 
us - no matter what we’ve done in life, He will always run to meet us

Notice the father completely ignores the sons statement about not deserving to be called his son - This shouldn’t lead to 
pride and presumption that God will welcome us back, but we have the sure hope that He will

The father throws a big party in jubilation that his son has returned
In the two parables before the Prodigal son, a shepherd rejoices over finding one lost sheep
Also a woman rejoices over find a lost coin - a coin that could have meant the difference of having enough to live on and 

starving to death
God and all of heaven rejoice when a sinner returns to God, when the sinner says, “I’m sorry.” - the best place and most 

sure place for a sinner to return to God is in the Confessional, in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - I think to 
emphasize this, from here on out, I’m going to place a trumpet band outside of the Confessional - they can then 
play songs of praise to God whenever someone comes out with their sins forgiven

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the son comes to the realization that life is not what it should be kind of on his own - 
however, sometimes people are in so deep or because of their situation and background, they don’t even recognize 
how deep they are in - sometimes we are called to be Moses to those around us



In the first reading Moses stands in the gap between God and the Israelites - Moses stands up for the people he was 
leading - sometimes we, especially parents and priests, need to stand up against the evil that our loved ones are 
doing - we are not judging them; we are judging their actions - we are judging their actions because we want 
something better for them

Jesus did not come to make us feel good about ourselves in spite of our sin - Jesus came to make us feel good by freeing 
us from our sin - this is Paul’s message to Timothy - Paul is grateful that his life has been radically changed 
because of Christ - Jesus didn’t came to save the perfected; He came to save sinners just like you and me

So what are some things that are not so perfect in your life? - What things in your life do you need to say enough is 
enough and make that first turn back to God? - What things do you need to bring to the Confessional? - How can 
you be a better steward of the gifts, the gifts of grace, God has given you? If you make the turn back to God, God 
will meet you more than halfway and rejoice with you all the way back - I promise


