
I don’t always do the best keeping up with pop culture, but it seems like for a while every other movie and TV show had to do 
with zombies

Before that, it was vampires - this just goes to show that death is a topic that still very much holds our attention - it might have 
to do with the fact that all of us will eventually experience it - and yet it is shrouded in mystery - because most of us don’t 
come back to talk about it

We are born with an instinct knowing that life is better than death, that existence is better than non-existence
The book of Genesis explains why this is - God created all things out of nothing and saw that it was good - when He created 

man and woman, He saw that it was very good - existence is better than non-existence
All of creation was in harmony with God and with each other - death, at least human death, was not part of the equation - we 

were created for life, for eternal life - however, once sin entered the world, everything changed - now there was 
disharmony in a lot of places: between the genders, between different species of animals, and between God and 
humanity - also disease, decay, aging, and death entered the human experience that wasn’t there before - this we know 
instinctively - this is why we spend so much money trying to delay the aging process, to live longer, to put off death - we 
instinctively know that life is good and death is bad

However, God has a plan, a plan from the very beginning - we see in Genesis 3:15-16 that God, when He is talking to the 
serpent, to Satan, promises to send a woman without any connection to the Devil, without any connection to sin, one 
who is immaculately conceived and her offspring will be the one who defeats Satan and all the effects of sin - the rest of 
the Bible from Genesis on is the story of how God fulfilled that promise, a promise ultimately fulfilled in Mary and Jesus

So death just feels wrong to us - and it is should - it was not part of God’s original plan of creation, one He declared very good - 
however, death is God’s mercy at work - I know it doesn’t feel that way when a loved one dies, but originally we were 
slated to live forever - however, death spares us from living forever in a fallen world, a world full of sin, disease, 
disharmony, anger, and war

The other reason we fear death is we fear the unknown - There are some things that God has not revealed to the Catholic 
Church about death, but there are some things - I would like to share them with you today in light of our Gospel parable 
about the rich man and Lazarus

There was a sect of Jews that did not believe in life after death - they were called the Sadducees - they were “sad-you-see” 
because they believed there is NO life after death - often in the Gospels, Jesus disagrees with the Pharisees, the other 
major Jewish sect - however, the Pharisees believed in life after death - so by telling this parable, on this issue of life 
after death, Jesus puts Himself on the side of the Pharisees - that there is indeed life after death 

Jesus, in the parable, gives us clues about what life might be like after death on earth
The first thing the parable shows it that immediately after death, there will be a personal, or “particular judgment” where a soul 

will be judged by God for his or her actions and will be rewarded or punished
When Lazarus the poor beggar dies, he goes to a place called the “bosom of Abraham” - St. Pius V described this as the place 

or state “into which the souls of the just, before the coming of Christ the Lord, were received, and where, without 
experiencing any sort of pain, but supported by the blessed hope of redemption, they enjoyed peaceful repose. To 



liberate these holy souls, who, in the bosom of Abraham were expecting the Savior, Christ the Lord descended into hell.” 
- to make this even more confusing, this is not hell as in h-e-double hockey sticks - if you have ever prayed the Apostles 
Creed, which is the first prayer of the Rosary, then you, yourself will have said, “He descended into hell” or “He 
descended to the dead” - so this is the same place as the Bosom of Abraham - it is a place where all the holy souls that 
lived before Jesus went after they died - and they remained there until Jesus rose from the dead and opened the gates 
to heaven - so as soon as Jesus rose from the dead and opened the gates of heaven, they went with the Jesus straight 
into the heaven - however, it makes sense that Jesus would refer to the “Bosom of Abraham” as this would have been 
currently true at the time Jesus told the parable because He had not yet died and risen from the dead

This is different than Purgatory - Purgatory is where all the souls go that, after the “particular judgment,” have been judged to 
be in a state of grace, but not yet “perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) - here souls 
experience pain and suffering, a refining fire, as their soul is purified of any attachment to sin or imperfect habits or 
thoughts - however, there is a joy for the souls in Purgatory as they are guaranteed to go eventually go to heaven - a 
soul cannot go from Purgatory to hell - only Purgatory to heaven - therefore, there is kind of a sour joy - you are not yet 
in heaven, but you know that you will be there someday - the souls in Purgatory can pray for others, but they cannot pray 
for themselves and their continued purification - that is why we pray for the dead, for the souls in Purgatory at every 
Mass - that is why it is profitable for us to pray for them and to offer up our sufferings for the souls in Purgatory

Now the rich man was in hell - he was suffering the constant torment of the fires of hell with no relief in sight - the rich man’s sin 
was not that he was rich, but that he ignored Lazarus, the person he practically had to step over every time he left or 
entered his home - it is for this lack of love that the rich man is sent to hell

Abraham explain that Lazarus can’t come care for the rich man because there is a great chasm between the bosom of 
Abraham and hell - once you are in hell, you stay in hell - the rich man then requests that Abraham send Lazarus to warn 
his brothers about hell - Abraham explains that they wouldn’t be persuaded even if someone should rise from the dead

And this is so true - how many people of heard the Gospel, have heard how Jesus rose from the dead for our sins, for our 
salvation out of infinite love for us - and yet they continue refuse to believe in Jesus, embrace Him as their savior, and 
ask for His saving grace

So when we die, we will be judged - Have we sought out Jesus’ love and forgiveness? - have we lived our lives for God and not 
for ourselves? - The, after being judged, we will all either go to heaven, hell, or purgatory - eventually at the end of time, 
there will be no need for Purgatory, so it too will cease to exist - all that will remain is heaven and hell

Whether we live 90 minutes or 90 years, it is all very short compared to eternity - and yet it is this short time, that in our free will, 
we will determine where we will live for an eternity - may God give us the grace to choose Him, to choose to accept His 
love, mercy, forgiveness, and commandments so that we can spend an eternity with Him in heaven


