
In 2002 we started Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration at Resurrection Church in Rochester - so outside of Mass, someone was 
in the chapel hanging out with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 24/7

A committee was formed to help organize it - Being the geek on the committee, I created the database that kept track of who 
was suppose to do what and who was suppose to be in the chapel when

A friend of mine, Judy Daniels was also on the committee - she became one of what we called a “division leader” - she was 
in charge of making sure there was someone there every hour between midnight and 6 AM - the graveyard shift

Judy was great - any time she saw a new person at daily Mass or when a conversation turned toward the topic faith, usually 
by her design, she would boldly ask this person, maybe a complete stranger, if they would consider doing an hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration - Judy has so many awesome stories of how her asking is just what the person needed at that 
time in their lives; so many instances where she was the instrument of God

Why was she able to do this? - because she had faith in the power of the Eucharist, the power of God - she knew that prayer 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament is a good thing for everyone

But most of us aren’t like Judy - we should be, but we aren’t - instead we feel like the author in the first reading - How long 
Lord? I cry for help - I’ve been praying for years and yet you do nothing - you don’t seem to be listening - where are 
you Lord?

This is not a fun place to be - when it seems like the whole world is against you, maybe even God
Or maybe you are being tempted - in the moment of temptation our judgment can easily be clouded - in moments of 

temptation, Satan tries to get us to only consider the short term pleasure the action will bring - instead we have to 
remember, that in the long run, following God’s commandments is good for us

This is true when it comes to food - it might bring us pleasure to eat that extra piece of pie or to have that fourth helping of 
Spaghetti, but the stomach ache we have later is a sign that we shouldn’t have had that extra food

This is true for food and it is true of more serious sins and temptations
So even if we can’t see it, we need to trust that God’s commandments really are what is best for us
We have to trust that God’s ways are what is best for us - we need to have trust, we need to have faith, in God - God asks us 

to have faith in Him, faith in His timing - maybe relief of some pain in our lives won’t even come in our lifetimes
God says wait for it, that it will surely come - the just one has faith and because of that faith, he shall live
And that’s just it - God wants us to live; not just survive
St. Paul, in his letter to Timothy says that we are not to have a spirit of cowardice, but rather of power, love, and self-control
We must not shrink from doing what God asks of us - part of which Paul mentions next in his letter - we must not shrink from 

giving testimony to the Gospel of Jesus - this is hard - but that is the call of lay people - you are at your work places, 
you are at your schools every day - this is the front lines of evangelization - this is the front lines of the Gospel - in 
some ways I am sheltered as a priest - I get to kind of live in a Catholic bubble - but you are on the front lines - you 
must not shrink from that great call - again, I dare you to make the sign of the Cross and say the meal prayer before 
you eat at a public restaurant or before you eat at school - in the words of my childhood: “I double dog dare you”



And we can do this - why? - because we aren’t doing it alone - God says to do it with power, love, and self-control - the 
power to do such things comes from God, not from us - when we spread the Gospel, we must do so out of love - if we 
love someone, we would want them to go to heaven - if we understand our Catholic faith, we realize that the ordinary 
means of getting to heaven is through having a relationship with Christ and Catholic Church - So if we love them, we 
should have a desire for them to have a relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church 

However, we can’t just hit them over the head with our Catholic faith - we must invite them to the joy we have in Jesus - if 
that is true, we must have self-control - self-control to do the right thing ourselves - we must have ask God for the 
grace to have the self-control to follow His commandments

This won’t be easy, but God promises to give us strength - “but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength 
that comes from God.”

So trust God, have faith in God to give you what you need to be the disciple, the witness to the Gospel, that He wants you to 
be - St. Paul says to “Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.”

So if we have faith in Jesus and spread the Gospel, should we expect fireworks; should we expect great miracles?
In the Gospel, the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith - Jesus then tells them that if they had the faith of a mustard 

seed, they could command a tree to uproot itself and replant itself in the sea and it would obey - now the mustard 
seed is a very, very small seed, but it grows into a great big tree - so with just a little faith, we can do great things

However, Jesus’ parable of the master and the servant shows that faith is not first about doing great miracles, but about 
being obedient, even in the small things

The servant, being a servant, should not expect the master to wait on him - obviously the servant is to wait and serve the 
master

Now we are not just servants, but disciples of Jesus - and if we are, if we are to be a good Christian, then it should just be 
expected that we do certain things - faith in Jesus is first about love and duty; not great miracles

Mother Theresa once said that God calls us first to be faithful, not successful - even as a priest, every time I pray, I don’t 
always have a mountain top experience - I don’t always feel God’s love washing over me - but that’s OK. I still need to 
be faithful to God, faithful to my prayer time, faithful to spending time with Jesus, every day

Because of who we are and what we are, there are things that are just expected of us - God is calling us to do those things 
faithfully, in His name - now I won’t for obvious reasons, but when someone comes up to me and says, “Father, thank 
you for a beautiful Mass,” I suppose in some ways it would be right of me to repeat the lines of the servant in the 
Gospel, “I am an unprofitable servant; I have done what I was obliged to do.” - it is true, when I say Mass, I am just 
doing what I am suppose to be doing as a Catholic priest

Our faith can propel us to do miraculous things for God and for others - however, our faith in Jesus finds its greatest 
manifestation in doing the ordinary out of love for God and others


