
When we watch the news, we think how can people do those evil things to other people?!
Even me, in my not so good moments, will think, how could someone cut me off like that? What were they thinking? Did 

they get their driver’s license from Wal-Mart?!
Most of us think of ourselves as pretty good people - and we are - the same is true of our loved ones - we usually think 

they are pretty good people - not perfect, but pretty good!
I run into this at funerals - oh, so-and-so is in a better place - even so, we can't assume they are in heaven - if we assume 

they are in heaven, then we don't pray for them - if we don't pray for them, they spend that much more time in 
purgatory - for their good, we should not assume a loved one is already in heaven!

In a real way this is pride - this is hubris - even if it concerns someone else and not ourselves!
Just because we are good people, do we have a right to heaven? - no, it is a gift!
Strictly being good isn’t enough - we need humility!
Why do we need humility? - Because only in humility can we develop a correct relationship with Christ, with God!
We need to be humble enough to realize we need a savior - that we need God’s mercy for the forgiveness of the sin in our 

lives!
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.”!
Now it is true that there is veinal sin and mortal sin, but in some sense every little sin we commit deserves death - 

thankfully Jesus came to offer us a better way - a way out of death and into eternal life!
So that's the question - are we going to accept Jesus' way out of our sinful death? - are we going to cry out for His salvific 

mercy? - are we going to allow God's grace to transform us?!
The way I like to think about it is, “It is not so much about where we are, but where we are going.”!
The Pharisee probably was a more moral person than the tax collector - the Pharisee had fasted, prayed, etc. - 

meanwhile the tax collected had probably swindled people out of their money!
However, the Pharisee was prideful and considered himself to be good enough - he didn’t think he needed God’s mercy!
The tax collector was humble and realized the truth of the situation - that he was a sinner and not worthy of God’s mercy - 

he knew he needed God’s mercy - he knew he needed God’s love!
The Pharisee had stopped growing in his relationship with God - He thought he was doing well enough!
The thing is God is perfect - we are not - there is always more ways we can be more holy!
The saints knew this - often the greatest saints were those who thought they weren’t saints because they saw the reality 

of their sin even more clearly!
The Pharisee may have been OK in his relationship with God, but it had leveled out!
The tax collector’s relationship with God, because of the things he had done, may have been really, really low - but 

because of his humility, his relationship with God was definitely on the up-swing - I guess you could say he was 
going places, going places in his relationship with God - it was not static - it was growing!



In some ways, God doesn’t care where you are in your relationship with him - He is more interested in where your 
relationship with Him is going - is it growing or is it declining?!

When we get to heaven, God is going to want to first know if we loved Him back? - Did we live our lives out of the fact that 
He loved us so much that He was willing to die on the Cross to save us from our sins?!

Think about it - I assume if I asked you if you love your spouse, you would say, “Yes.” - I would assume that if I asked if 
your love of your spouse affected your life, you would say something like, “Yes, every moment of the day.”!

Can we say that about God? - Does your love of God, does your relationship with the Creator of you and me, does that 
affect every moment of the day? - Because it should!

At every moment we should be like the tax collector, surrendering our lives to God’s mercy and love!
We do crazy things for people who love us and whom we love back!
<surrendering everything for the one we love>!
<Paul talks about competing well, about finishing the race - why because God rescued him from his sins>!
A child obeys a teacher because they want a star by their name - a child obeys a parent because they love them - God 

wants us to do good not because of receiving a pat on the back, but because we love Him - love Him for all He first 
did for us!

He wants us to love Him with a crazy love - you should never assume that your spouse knows that you love them - always 
go out of your way to express it - especially husbands - husbands, never stop trying to get her to fall in love with 
you - chivalry is not dead nor should it be!

God is so crazy in love with you that He died on a Cross just so He can be with you forever!
If you humble yourself, God will exalt you - He will give you great happiness!
If you exalt yourself, if you are prideful, if you stop growing in your relationship with God, then you will be humbled for all 

eternity!
Again, your past doesn't matter - all that matters is where you are going - are you growing or dying in your relationship 

with God!
Do you have the humility to recognize that your relationship with Jesus can always be better?!
Then, in your humility, ask God for the grace to visit the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist - ask for the grace to 

grow in love of Jesus - if you do, you will set the world on fire  


