
I remember when I was a young boy thinking it will be so cool when I'm tall like my dad - well, let's just say that dream was 
never realized - my dad is 6 foot and I'm not!

Later we did that calculation thing where you take the child's height when they are 2 or so and you multiply it by 2 or something 
- well, we calculated I would be about 5'5" - But I figured since I was in an orphanage and who knows where else for 
most of those first 2 years (before I was adopted), I figured it would be good to add 2 or 3 inches to that calculation - 
yeah, didn't matter - I'm still 5'5.5"!

Not that I mind being short - when you're a kid and your trying to run through the woods as fast as you can off of the beaten 
trail, it is a great benefit to be short!

Well fortunately I'm not the only short person in history - today we hear about Zacchaeus - when I was in the Holy Land, we 
went to Jericho - we saw the very place where Zachaeus was that day!

Now Zacchaeus was not very well liked and for good reason - imagine that some nation had invaded and conquered the US - 
then imagine they started collected taxes - but instead of collecting the money themselves, they choose certain people 
among us to collect the tax for them - then image that those people often collected even more taxes than the foreign 
government required so that they could keep it and become quite wealthy - I'm thinking this person probably isn’t going 
to have too many friends!

And this was exactly what Zacchaeus was doing - he was a Jew collecting taxes from his fellow Jews for the Roman 
government - and cheating his fellow Jews while doing it - so basically he was a traitor and a cheat - a rich one, but still a 
traitor and a cheat!

So it is probably a good guess that Zacchaeus loved money since he had given up so much to obtain it - He probably didn't 
care too much what others thought of him or even what God thought of him!

However, he had been hearing things about this Jesus guy - some guy was going around stirring up the status quo - he had 
heard of Jesus healing people of physical ailments, claiming He was God, and forgiving sins - so Zacchaeus' curiosity 
gets the better of him and he goes to check Jesus out - however, the he wasn't the only one who was curious - the crowd 
is so big, that he can't see over the taller people - so he climbs a tree!

Now if you are vertically challenged and have been in a mosh pit, then you can empathize with Zacchaeus - not that am 
advocating such a thing; I'm just saying if you're shorter, it is harder to see!

Now Jesus is God - He created Zacchaeus, just like He created you and me - Jesus knew before the dawn of time that this 
moment would arrive!

So Jesus looks up and see Zacchaeus in the tree and says to him that He is going to come over his house - now this was 
scandalous stuff - for a rabbi to go to the house of a public sinner was a big no-no - I don't know what to compare it to 
without scandalizing the kids here, but suffice to say, what Jesus did was a big social no-no!

Notice, no one had the guts to say anything to Jesus Himself - instead they gossip among themselves - In chapter 19, verse 7s, 
St. Luke records them saying to each other, "He has gone to stay at the house of sinner."!

Did anyone ask Jesus why He was doing what he was doing? - no - they just whispered to each other talking behind Jesus' 
back - if they had asked, Jesus would have told them they were about to witness a great miracle!



They were so focused on Zacchaeus' past that they were blind to what Jesus was doing in the present!
They were so focused on who Zacchaeus had been that they were blind to who Zacchaeus was becoming!
We do this too - how can thus and so be a Eucharistic minister? - doesn't Father know that he did thus and so - how can that 

person be teaching religious education - doesn't Father know she had an abortion 10 years ago!
Here's a news flash - I don't care if you are Mother Theresa or if you are Jeffery Dalmer - we are all sinners and in need of 

Jesus, our Savior - even our Blessed Mother Mary, even though she was born without sin, she too needs Jesus her son 
as her Savior!

The question isn't what have we or others done in our past - the question is are we humble enough to ask Jesus for 
forgiveness, especially in the sacrament of Confession!

Yes, we can judge actions - what Zacchaeus had done up to that point was wrong and evil - but we can't judge them - we 
cannot judge the state of their soul - only God can do that!

You don't know - maybe that person when to Confession in the last 5 minutes - maybe in the last 5 minutes they have had a 
huge conversion of heart, but haven't had time yet to put it into practice!

By Jesus inviting Himself over - I'm thinking of starting to invite myself over to people's houses - so I show up on the doorstep 
unannounced some evening don't be alarmed - by Jesus inviting Himself over and Zacchaeus accepting Jesus into his 
home, into his heart, a great miracle takes place!

Zacchaeus has a massive conversion of heart - not a massive heart attack, but a massive conversion of heart - in verse 8 
Zacchaeus announces to Jesus in front of every one gathered there that he is going to not only change his ways, but is 
going to do everything in his power to right any wrong he may have committed - Zacchaeus says, "Behold, half of my 
possessions I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone, I shall repay it four times over."!

Not only has Zacchaeus changed the way he is going to live from this moment forward, but he is going to change his lifestyle 
too - if you think about it, after doing this, Zacchaeus probably wasn't very wealthy anymore - Zacchaeus realized that 
doing the right thing, that the state of his soul, was more important than earthly wealth!

What are our priorities? - do we cling to our material goods or do we cling to Christ?!
We are all sinners - we are all the lost that Jesus talks about in the last verse, verse 10, of today's Gospel - the question is do 

we realize it - do we realize we are lost and we need Jesus to save us?!
We need to stop focussing on the past sins of those around us and in ourselves - instead we need to focus on the potential 

holiness that each one of us has in Jesus, our Savior!
I'm not saying we should necessarily ignore the past - God gave us the sacrament of Confession - we need to make use of it on 

a regular basis!
We need to stop gossiping about people's past behind their backs - instead we need to encourage people's holiness to their 

faces - both the holiness they already have and the holiness they need to receive!
If Jesus came to seek and save the lost and to see the good in others, we probably should too


