
Today is Gaudete Sunday!
Again, despite what your eyes may tell you, I do have a rose colored chasuble on; not pink!
To review from last year, the Catholic church uses the color rose in some of its liturgies, but never pink - this is true during 

Lent too!
So kids, if you have an Advent wreath at home, when you ask to light the third candle, ask if you can light the rose 

colored; not the pink colored one!
Now some of you are old enough to have studied Latin when you were in high school. If so, you might remember that 

Gaudete means rejoice!
Now this seems odd to me !
This is the third Sunday of Advent - this means we are just over halfway done waiting for Christmas!
I don’t know about you, but I usually don’t celebrate the halfway mark of anything!
My freshman year of high school I ran track in the spring - after that I was smart enough and good enough to make the 

tennis team - that was a lot more fun!
Anyway, one of the events I ran was the 3200, which is eight times around the track - one time I thought I was done, but 

the official waved me through - to this day I’m sure I ran 9 laps around instead of 8, but I’m not bitter - I might get 
over it someday!

When I was running those races, I don’t think I ever rejoiced when I finished 4 of those 8 laps - I might have been glad I 
didn’t die during the first 4 laps, but I think rejoicing would be over stating how I felt after being half done!

Or how about you, kids? - when you go on a long family trip and you ask how much longer and your parents tell you you 
are halfway there, do you rejoice? - I think not!

I think if I were in charge of things, I would have set Gaudete Sunday on the Fourth Sunday of Advent - then we would be 
less than a week from Christmas - the end would be in sight - to me, that would be worth celebrating!

However, upon more reflection, Jesus, the Pope, and the Church are wiser than I am - I think the Church calls the Third 
Sunday of Advent Gaudete Sunday to remind us that the journey is just as important as the arrival!

It is good to reflect on our sins and how much we need God’s mercy to change and become the persons God created us 
to be - but we need to come up for air and reflect on how wonderfully made we are!

So in the middle of the penitential season of Advent, we take a short breather to rejoice and praise God for all He has 
done for us!

So even though Christmas is almost two weeks away, we pause to rejoice!
The Old Testament prophets spoke of Jesus coming hundreds of years before the first Christmas - it was the job of the 

prophets to prepare people for the coming of God in the flesh, for the coming of Jesus!



In Isaiah, one of the greatest of the Old Testament prophets we hear of hope for the future - we hear how the steppe will 
be full of flowers in bloom; that the glory of the Lord will be seen; that because of God’s presence, there is no need 
to fear; the blind will see, the deaf will hear, and the mute will speak!

Isaiah says there will be much rejoicing and singing among those who God has ransomed and saved!
What we see foretold in Isaiah, we see that in Jesus they became a reality!
John the Baptist had baptized Jesus in the Jordan River and declared before all that Jesus was the Son of God - in this 

action, John fulfilled his destiny to be the last of the prophets - once Jesus came, there was no need for prophets, 
for those who prepared for the coming of God to earth, for the coming of Jesus, for now He was here!

So even though he was in jail, John to the very end, pointed people to Jesus - here he tells his disciples to go to Jesus 
and see and observe all Jesus does - John’s disciples then got to see first hand all the miraculous things Jesus 
was doing: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have the good news proclaimed to them - the very things predicted the the prophet Isaiah 700 years before - 
in these signs, John’s disciples were given what they needed to believe that Jesus really is the promised Messiah!

As John’s disciples leave Jesus’ company to report back to John in jail, Jesus asks the people around Him why they 
sought out John the Baptist before he got put in jail!

Was it because he went with the times and said what people wanted to hear? !
Did they go to see John because he wore find clothing? !
No, he was not like a reed swayed by the wind - instead he was a rock - solid, speaking the truth about the gravity of 

people’s sins - so they went to see John because they recognized the truth of what he was saying!
No, they did not go out to see John because he wore fine clothing - we know from the Gospel last weekend that John 

wore clothing made of camel’s hair - believe me, that was not high fashion even in Jesus’ time!
Jesus said they went because John was a prophet, one who spoke the truth, the truth of who Jesus is - for this Jesus calls 

John the greatest human person who has ever lived!
However, Jesus says this status won’t last for long - as soon as Jesus died on the Cross, rose from the dead, and opened 

the gates of heaven, any soul that made it into Jesus’ kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven, any soul that was there, 
was greater than John the Baptist current status at the moment Jesus made the statement - we know that now 
John the Baptist is equal to all the souls in heaven because he too is in heaven!

Even though we aren’t in heaven, by virtue of our baptism, we are already members of the Kingdom of heaven - yes we 
can forfeit our membership by rejecting God and His love - and we can restore it by humility and coming back 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation!

So being members of the Kingdom of heaven is itself a reason to rejoice - the gift of our faith, the gift of being a Christian, 
a follower of Jesus, who is Truth itself, to be a Catholic, to be joined to Jesus body, blood, soul, and divinity in the 
Eucharist is most definitely reasons to rejoice!



So in these final week and half before Christmas, rejoice for we are already in the beginning phase of being a member of 
the Kingdom of Heaven!

Also during this busy time, there is a great need for patience with each other - St. James in the second reading instructs 
us to “not complain about one another, that you may not be judged” !

But even more important than patience is the need, at this juncture, to rejoice - on Gaudete Sunday, rejoice - because of 
Jesus’ first coming (which we will celebrate in two weeks) and our baptism, we are already partakers of the 
kingdom of heaven!

Our faith, our Christianity, our Catholicism is a great gift from God - a gift given to us because God loves us more than we 
can fathom!

So on this Gaudete Sunday, rejoice!


