
Jesus says that we may be arrested, tortured, and even killed for our faith in Him - then He says that not hair on our head 
will be destroyed - this may seem to be a contradiction, but it is not - Jesus is saying they can only torture and kill 
our bodies - they can only destroy our soul and faith if we let them!

So persevere - then no matter what persecution may come, we will secure our lives, our eternal lives in heaven!
We need people to inspire us to persevere - Jesus talks about making sure we follow the right people - in a world of Miley 

Cyrus, Lady Gaga, Tiger Woods, we need to raise up along with holy husbands and wives, holy priests, holy 
sisters, holy nuns, holy brothers to inspire us to strive and persevere for the holiness and the greatness God 
created us for!

In the early 2000’s, the Diocese of Winona went three years without ordaining one priest - it was the culmination of the 
priesthood shortage that stated in the 70’s - however, we have slowly come back from that point - although our 
recovery has been slower than other diocese - other diocese have seen an uptake in vocations to the priesthood 
for over a decade - the Diocese of Winona hasn’t participated in this uptake - I have my theories as to why, but that 
is another discussion for another day - however, I believe it is starting - we had 7 new guys start this fall - I believe 
and hope that this is the beginning of more and more vocations for the Diocese of Winona - however, we need to 
continue to pray - we need to continue to ask our the young men in our parishes if they have ever considered the 
priesthood - we can complain about Mass times and this or that, but when was the last time you asked a young 
man if he had ever considered the priesthood - what about our own sons?!

Again, one of the capital campaign goals was to raise money to update some things at the seminary in Winona - seminary 
was built long before cell phones, laptop computers, iPads - who would need anything more than a bed, a desk, 
and a lamp?!

The other goal is to raise money to support our retired priests - we have a disproportionate number of priests that are will 
be retiring in the next 5-10 years - and you have had some great priests come through this parish!

So now we are going to take some time - given a form - please fill it out - even if you have already made a pledge, please 
fill it out - just check the box on the form to indicate you have already done so!

Before you fill them out, I just want to express my personal gratitude for everyone who has worked so hard and given so 
generously. I know I can speak for Bishop Quinn as well in thanking you for the commitment you have 
demonstrated to your faith!

Personally, I’m more interested in involvement than in dollar amounts - I would rather have a 100% participation and $50 - 
if you haven’t, please contribute, even if it is $1 - no amount is too small!

Remember, your pledge can be spaced out over 5 years - Bishop Quinn has asked us to not do any huge projects for the 
next five years - so you can rest assured that the diocese or the parish will not ask you to contribute to a major 
campaign (outside of the Annual Diocesan Appeal) for the next five years!



Just a $1/day would be over $1800 over the 5 years - this may sound like a lot, but think about your daily expenses - 
could you eat a little less at McDonald’s? - that’s not a problem for me - all of them are too far away - could you get 
a slightly cheaper cup of coffee? So think about it - say a quick prayer - you may be able to give more than you 
think!

Now I must admit, I wasn’t very smart when I filled my pledge card out - when I received mine from the Bishop, he asked 
each of us priest to consider giving $5000 over the 5 years - I said yes without giving it much thought - however, 
after talking to other priests, they said they applied a certain percentage towards each of their parishes’ goals - 
um…I didn’t do that. So your on your own to reach the parish goal - sorry!

So now we will take some time to watch a message from Bishop Quinn - then we will take some time to fill out the cards - 
thank you again for your generosity


