
Growing up in Ames, IA, a college town, with about 350 kids in my class, and my parents being from Kansas City and from NW 
Iowa, I never had to worry that I couldn’t date anyone!

So one summer when I was a seminarian doing an internship at a parish in southern MN, it was slightly shocking to me when I 
heard a parent tell their child that they couldn’t date anyone in their high school; that they were related to all the other 
kids in the high school!

Fortunately that isn’t true around here unless you are a Clarke or a Zins!
I have no idea how he figured it out, but Christopher West says that we are all, the whole world, at the very least 52nd cousins!
When you think of all of the generations that came before us, all the situation that had to be just so for our ancestors to meet, 

the chances of us being here are basically zero!
We shouldn’t be here, but we are - you can say it was chance, but the Bible has a different view - God has known us and our 

existence before time even existed!
Just like the prophet Isaiah, He has a purpose in mind for us - Isaiah says the Lord told him he was His servant formed in the 

womb - he was formed in the womb to be a servant of God to be a light to the nations!
This is true not just of Isaiah, but of us as well - we are called to be a light to the nations - a light of God’s love and truth in the 

world!
God has known us from before the dawn of time - He has created us and loved us into being for a purpose !
We have been Baptized not just in water, but water and the Spirit - we have the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Holy Trinity 

within us!
This is only possible because our Savior led the way!
Jesus approaches John to be Baptized - John calls Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
In the Old Testament, the Jews would sacrifice a lamb in reparation of their sins!
Now, we don’t have to sacrifice any more animals to have our sins taken away - PETA people should be happy about that!
All we have to do is be baptized, have a relationship with Jesus, and visit the grace of the Sacrament of Reconciliation!
It is through Christ and and the Church, her Sacraments that we receive the grace we need to be forgiven of our sins, our 

wrong doings!
God doesn’t create sin or evil - God created all things good - however, because of our free will, because of our sins, bad things 

happen - we cannot fix this world we live in on our own!
That is why we need Jesus - that is why Jesus needs to be a part of our lives - It is only Jesus that can make sense of the sin 

and evil in our lives - but not only make sense of it, but to correct it and remove it over time - we are called to allow 
ourselves to be sanctified in Christ - we are called to be holy!

Holiness is not just achieved in prayer and meditation, although these things are good, even necessary in a healthy prayer life 
with God!

However, holiness is achieved through our vocation - holiness is achieved be being and doing what God created us to be and 
do!



In order for me to be fully who I am, I need to be a good priest: I need to say my daily prayers, I need to say Mass, and I need 
to care for my people - when I do these things, I am becoming more holy!

Some of you are married - you grow in holiness by being patient with your spouse when they don’t help with the dishes - you 
grow in holiness when you do the dishes without being asked - you grow in holiness when you put the good of your 
spouse ahead of your own good!

We grow in holiness when we don’t cheat on our spouses either physically, emotionally, or otherwise - it is in doing the small 
things well that we witness to the joy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ - we become a light to the nations!

What is the one thing people universally want more than money? - happiness, joy - Do we allow our life in Christ to be a joyful 
thing - is our faith contagious? - are we a light to the nations?!

So whether you are a priest, single, or married, your vocations is your vehicle to holiness, to infinite joy in Christ!
Yes, our jobs can help us grow in holiness - I tell people I have a special place in my heart for nurses - the last girl I dated was a 

nurse - I think nursing is a noble profession - nurses do a lot of the personal care without the glory!
So yes we can grow in holiness in our jobs - however a lot of our jobs is about making sacrifices for things or processes!
Our vocation is about making sacrifices for persons!
Jesus, when He comes out of His baptism is identified as the Son of God!
Jesus, the one who existed for all time - Jesus who is God Himself calls us to holiness!
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we receive the grace to be truly holy - we receive the grace to be selfless - to sacrifice 

for others!
This is what it means to be fully human - think about action movies - do we ever see the hero being a coach potato? - no, the 

hero almost always does something heroic, something sacrificial, for others !
We are all called to be heroes in Christ - God wants us to be docile and humble when it comes to Him - but when it comes to 

evil, he wants us to be heroes - He wants us to sacrifice, maybe even our lives, for others - this is what holiness is about !
On this Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, God am calling you to holiness - God is calling you to stand up against evil!
Tomorrow, I and three bus loads of people who travel over 20 hours to Washington, DC - why? - because for the last 41 years, 

murder has been legal in our nation - for the last 41 years this evil has allowed over 50 million human beings to have lost 
their lives in the womb - that is almost ten times the number of Jews killed in the Holocaust!

The Germans found the Jewish people an inconvenience - many people in our nation find a new human life an inconvenience - 
an inconvenience to their career path, to their financial situation, to their current life style!

We are all loved by God: those in the womb, those out of the womb, and those who have not yet lived, but only exist in the 
mind of God!

We are all have worth because we are loved by God - we all called to love through making sacrifices for others - we are called 
to be heroes - not because we have some super power, but because we have the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit - 
we are not just 52nd cousins, we are brothers and sisters in Christ - we have the call and the duty to be a light to the 
nations - we are called to be heroes


