
Most of you were born in the United States!
I’m assuming none of us are 100% Native American Indian - at some point, we or one of our ancestors were immigrants to our 

great nation!
I myself was found on the doorstep of the police station in coastal city of Mokpo, South Korea when I was about one!
I was put in an orphanage and adopted when I was about two and half and grew up in Iowa!
I realize some of you think growing up in Iowa is not a blessing, but let’s agree it was better than where I was!
I was naturalized a citizen of the United States in Des Moines, IA sometime around 1981!
January 6th, the twelfth day of Christmas, is the Solemnity of Epiphany, the recalling of the visit of the three Magi, or kings, or 

wise men, to meet Jesus, the King of kings, Truth Itself!
However, in the United States, we celebrate Epiphany the Sunday before January 6th - unless of course, January 6th is a 

Sunday!
In the Gospel from Matthew, we hear the story of the three Magi!
Nine months before, God took on human nature, he came to earth!
God, who up until the incarnation, was in some ways, separated from His creation, is now a foreigner in a strange land that we 

call the human experience on earth!
Soon after the baby Jesus can experience life on earth outside of Mary’s womb, the Magi are there to greet him!
They welcome Jesus to earth with adoration, respect, and reverence and with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh!
The Magi too were foreigners!
They had traveled from the east - maybe from Iraq, or India, or maybe even China - Matthew doesn’t tell us for sure!
And yet, here they were, hundreds of miles from home, being welcomed by Joseph, Mary, and Jesus into a stable!
These three Magi did not talk the same or dress the same as Mary and Joseph did, but they invited them in anyways!
From the very beginning of his life on earth, Jesus is gathering not just his own people, the Jewish people around him, but 

making believers of all nations!
Catholic means universal!
One of the strengths of our Catholic faith is the universality of the Body of Christ!
In the Body of Christ, there are no foreigners; only sons and daughters!
Another great part about our Church is that it has structure and order - there are rules and regulators!
It is hard to be a Catholic and also an anarchist!
The Catholic Church believes that God created nature with laws - like the laws of physics for example!
But that God also created human nature with natural laws - laws that express how we can be the best person we can be!
Laws like not killing another person!
Laws like not lying or cheating!
So basically, the ten commandments is a good start!
Natural law can be summed up in the idea that every person deserves to be treated with the love and respect that is due to a 

human person, even if they have not treated others with that same love and respect!



So basically the Golden Rule!
Now all other laws should be based on natural law - so our civic law should reflect and be based on the natural law!
So when we vote on changes in our civic law, we need to ask if this law is fair and in tune with how God created us as human 

beings - does it treat every person with the love and respect they deserve!
So before we accuse someone of breaking the law, we need to first ask if the law in line with the natural law, God’s law about 

how human beings are to be treated; how they are to be treated with love and respect and in accord with how God 
created us!

Just as I, the three Magi, and Jesus Himself, are foreigners, we have many other people around us in our area who are not 
originally from the US!

Now, I would be the first to admit, I’m more ignorant of immigration laws than I should be!
It is true that some of them break our immigration laws!
But before we accuse someone of breaking the law, again we need to first ask if the law is just!
Like I said, I don’t know as much about immigration laws as I should, but I do know when laws allow fathers and mothers to be 

taken away at any moment, especially at work, leaving their children behind as orphans, something is not right!
If we Catholics say we are pro-life, pro-family, we need to realize that the current immigration laws need to be changed!
Immigration laws, and all laws, are not entities unto themselves - laws aren’t meant to be principles held up blindly for their own 

sake, but for the sake of creating a society that gives to each person the respect and justice they deserve by the very 
fact that they are a human being, a human person created in the image and likeness of God!

Our dignity, our right to the basic necessities of life, is not dependent on the color of our skin or the amount of money we have 
or how good looking we are, but rather in our human nature - by the very fact that we are a human being, we deserve to 
be treated with love and respect - we deserve the right to have access to the basics necessities of life!

I know there is a natural tendency to protect the status quo - change is hard, but the truth is we are all foreigners!
In Christ we see that our true home is Heaven!
As St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee my God.”!
And this true rest is only possible because God himself became a baby!
Only by leaving the comfort of Heaven and becoming one of us could Jesus save us from our corrupted human nature!
Only by the divine taking on humanity could humanity take on divinity!
Only in God becoming like us do we have hope in becoming like God!
This is why the incarnation is so incredible - so central to all our hopes, dreams, and desires - desires for love and immortality!
This is the promise we believe in as Christians, as members of the Body of Christ - that Jesus Christ will grant us our deepest 

and truest desires!
Here, in a stable, lying in a manger, the Magi give the honor and glory that is due to God becoming one of us to save us!
May we too give glory and praise to God realizing that lying in the manger, is the fulfillment of all our desires and hopes


