
Have you ever waited for someone special to arrive?!
Just the other day, I was watching a Youtube video of soldiers coming home to their families - it was quite touching!
Who was it in your life? Who was the person you just couldn’t wait to see?!
Or what about your bucket list? What do you want to do before you die? I wouldn’t say it is much of a priority anymore, but 

at one time, I wanted to play St. Andrews golf course in Scotland, one of the oldest courses in the world!
Today (Tomorrow) is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord Jesus!
Mary arrives with Joseph at the Temple to perform the Jewish rite of purification after childbirth - since they are poor and 

not wealthy, she offers two pigeons!
This rite, the redemption of the first born, and circumcision point to the fact that children are a gift from God - even so, this 

child is different from all other children - this child that Mary and Joseph bring into the Temple is the Second Person 
of the Trinity - He is God Himself!

Mary and Joseph are good Jews - they are obedient to God - the Lord’s favor rests on those who listen to His word with 
trust and obedience!

Do we know the joy that comes from submission to God? - what does submission to God mean?!
Take the word apart - sub means under - so submission means under the mission of God - what is the mission of God? - 

to get us and others to heaven - are we obedient, submissive, to that mission, to the mission of God?!
On the day that Mary and Joseph come to the Temple to present Jesus to God the Father, there is an old man there - his 

name is Simeon!
Simeon has been given a promise from God - as I have mentioned before, at the time of Jesus, the Jews had been 

waiting hundreds of years for someone to come and save God’s people from sin and tyranny!
I don’t know about you, but holding onto a dream like that for hundreds of years is commendable - however, the prophets 

over and over again tell the Jewish people that God will send them a savior!
Simeon, like any good Jew, is caught up in the idea of God sending a savior for the Jewish people - however, Simeon was 

a little different in that he realized the promised savior would not just save the Jews, but He would save people of 
every nation!

Simeon, in his excitement for the coming Christ, had been promised by the God, by the Holy Spirit, that he would see the 
Christ with his own earthly eyes, not just his spiritual eyes - Simeon was promised he would not die his earthly 
death until he got to see the Christ!

Simeon was a just and devout man who was very much in tune with the Holy Spirit - he believed the Lord would return to 
His temple and renew His chosen people !

So when Mary and Joseph walk through the door and present Jesus to God the Father, Simeon, by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, knows exactly who this seemingly normal child is - Simeon knows that this child is the fulfillment of all the 
messianic prophecies, hopes, and prayers - Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and proclaims that he can now die - 



now that he has seen the promised salvation, the light to the nations, and the glory of the Israeli people - now 
Simeon can check off his bucket list seeing the Christ before he dies!

The Holy Spirit reveals the presence of the Lord to those who are receptive and eager to receive Him - do you recognize 
the indwelling presence of the Lord within you?!

Simeon blesses Mary and prophesizes about the destiny of Jesus and the suffering Mary will undergo for Jesus’ sake!
Now why would God do that? - Why does it seem that some of God’s most faithful servants are the ones who suffer the 

most?!
Mary is very, very blessed - she is the mother of the Son of God - and yet that blessedness will become a sword which will 

pierce her heart as her Son dies upon the Cross - she receives both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow!
However, as a true servant of God, she does not allow the cross of sorrow to diminish her crown of joy - this is because 

her crown of joy is fueled by her faith, hope, and trust in God and His promises - Jesus promises us that “no one 
can take your joy from you” (John 16:22)!

The Lord gives us supernatural joy which enables us to bear any sorrow or pain and which neither life nor death can take 
away - do you know such joy in your life, a life fully surrendered to God with faith and trust?!

There is another person there in the temple that day - an elderly woman named Anna - she too was full of hope and 
expectation in God’s promises - sometimes time and age can make us grow cynical and hopeless - yet if we keep 
our faith and hope in God, our joy and love of God will only grow with time!

This is the hope and message of Jesus - Jesus is the messenger that came to purify His people - Jesus did not come for 
the angels - He came for us - He could not redeem what He did not become - He became one of us humans so 
that He could redeem us - He came so that through the Cross, we would be purified!

Jesus is the new Temple (John 1:14; 2:19-22) - God glory filled the first temple until it was destroyed - God promised to fill 
it with an even greater glory - this is fulfilled when Jesus, God Himself, enters into the Temple when Mary and 
Joseph come to present Jesus!

Through our Baptism, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus resides in each one of us - this is even more true when we receive 
the Eucharist - Jesus is there inside of us Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity for about 15 minutes !

We are made living temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)!
So what is on your bucket list? Is your bucket list kind of selfish and full of finite things or is your bucket list more like 

Simeon’s, full of things of God and eternal things?!
What are you excited about? Are you excited about things or the person of God - Would you be more excited to see the 

group One Direction in concert or to meet Jesus in the Eucharist at Mass?!
Who is the special someone you are waiting for?


