
At a baptist retreat!
Joy of the resurrection!
imagine that the Apostles, the men did not believe the women when they told them they had seen Jesus alive!
still weak in their faith and fearful of the Jewish authorities !
He shows them His hand and side - He calms their fears and brings them peace, a peace that reconciles sinners and 

makes one a friend of God!
Jesus does something inconceivable - He commissions these weak and timid apostles to carry the Gospel to the ends of 

the earth!
The first to go with Jesus to Jerusalem was the last to meet the resurrected Lord!
Thomas was a natural pessimist - When Jesus was leaving for Jerusalem after raising Lazarus from the dead, Thomas 

says we might as well go with Him to die with Him!
Thomas loved the Jesus, but lacked courage!
After the death of Jesus, Thomas withdraws from the rest of the Apostles - he sought loneliness in time of adversity - He 

doubted the women and he doubted his fellow Apostles!
Finally, they were able to convince Thomas to rejoin them - when he does, Jesus shows up - He reassures him that He 

has indeed overcome death and has risen again!
When Thomas did recognize His Lord and Savior, he believes and exclaims that Jesus really truly God and truly Lord.!
Through the gift of faith, through the grace from our Baptism, we too can proclaim Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior 

- But He is not just for us, but for every one!
The Lord offers each one of us new life in Him - He offers each one of us life in the Holy Spirit - it is the Holy Spirit that 

empowers us to walk in the resurrection!
Do we believe in God’s Word and the power of the Holy Spirit?!
What will it take for you to believe?!
Maybe you believe you can’t be forgiven - today is Divine Mercy Sunday!
Divine Mercy is a devotion to the merciful love of God and the desire to let that love and mercy flow through one’s own 

heart towards those in need!
The Divine Mercy devotion was received by Saint Mary Faustina Kowalska in the early part of the 1900’s!
The three main themes of the devotion are to ask for and obtain the mercy of God, to trust in Christ's abundant mercy, and 

finally to show mercy to others and act as a conduit for God's mercy towards them.!
You may have recognized the Divine Mercy image - it has red and white rays coming out of Jesus’ heart!
JPII declared the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday on April 30, 2000!
On this Divine Mercy Sunday - four popes - Francis, Benedict, John, and John Paul all in one place


