
Easter Vigl 2014 - Year A!!
Readings:!
#3: Exodus 14:15-15:1!
#4: Isaiah 54:5-14!
#5: Isaiah 55:1-11!
Epistle: Romans 6:3-11!
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10!!
In the Old Testament, God describes a system where if a person could not take care of themselves and their family, then 

could offer their work and land to a fellow Jew in exchange for the necessities of life - during the 50th year though, 
everyone and everything was suppose to be forgiven and released - so those who had come under the care of 
another was suppose to be released to try and make it on their own again on their own land - so slavery, done 
God’s way is not repressive, but a help to those who can’t help themselves!

However, this is not the slavery the world knows - this was true even in Egypt - the Jews, the Israelites, were made to 
suffer greatly at the hands of the Egyptians!

In the first reading we hear of the Israelites’ great escape from the Egyptians; how God parted the sea!
Now the first reading begins with Exodus 14:15 - right before that the Israelites are grumbling and complaining to Moses 

and to God - they saw the sea on one side and the advancing Egyptian army on the other - they told Moses it 
would have been better to choose the hard labor of slavery over the certain death of the current situation!

Moses says, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Lord will fight 
for you.”!

And that’s just what God did - He split the sea and the Israelites made it safely to the other side while the Egyptians did 
not - He delivered them from slavery!

We too are often of two minds - we know that we were created for more than our current situation - as Isaiah says, we are 
thirsty - not for water, not for food, not for money - none of these things satisfies!

And yet, like the Israelites, when God moves to change our situation, we resist - we are more comfortable staying where 
we know we don’t want to be than to move forward towards the unknown that we know God wants us to go!

St. Augustine, when he was struggling whether to convert to Christianity or not, said to God, “I want to be free of my sins, 
but not yet” - He was still finding too much pleasure in his sins to give them up - the sins were too familiar to give 
them up - he knew he didn’t want to do those sins, but he wasn’t sure he wanted to give them up!



The Israelites were the same way - the Israelites saw the Egyptian army on one side and the sea on the other - they 
panicked - they didn’t see a way out - instead of trusting God, they complained that they would rather live the 
miserable life they had before when they were in slavery !

God wants to move us out of slavery, out of slavery to sin, and into freedom!
This is whole reason Jesus was born of Mary, died, and rose again - to give us the grace and mercy so that our sins are 

not only forgiven, but we are given the grace to be free from them!
This process of freedom from slavery to sin began at our Baptism - before our baptism we belonged to Satan because of 

original sin - by being baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s death - and not only were we baptized into Christ’s 
death, we were also baptized into His resurrection - we have been given the gift of new life !

Our old selves was crucified with Him so our sinful bodies might be done away with, that we might not be a slavery to sin!
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with him!
Death no longer has power over Jesus - so if we choose Christ, death has no power over us either!
We have to actively choose Christ - people assume that the path to heaven is wide and the path to hell is narrow - Jesus 

said the exact opposite in Matthew 7:13, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road board 
that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road 
that leads to life. And those who find it are few.”!

We have to choose the narrow path of the few - our society, our schools, our peers tell us we must conform to the path of 
the many - but we must be rebels - not rebels without a cause, but rebels with the cause of saving ourselves and 
others through the love of Christ!

Christ loves us - that’s why He died and rose again - not for His own glory, but for ours!
Sometimes radical love is more scary and hard to accept than people using us - we are so used to people looking out for 

themselves and not for us that we build a wall against getting hurt, against anyone getting close!
But Jesus of the resurrection presents to us the gift of true love - a love that gives freedom and life - a love that brings us 

out of slavery to sin and fear!
Again, the words of Moses right before our first reading was, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 

the Lord will bring you today. The Lord will fight for you.”!
And when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary both see the angel roll back the stone, the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. He has been raised just as he said. Go and tell his disciples.” -then the two Marys meet Jesus on the way to 
telling the disciples - Jesus repeats the angel’s message - “Do not be afraid. Go tell the disciples, my brothers.”!

To move from the slavery of sin to freedom of great life in Christ we must follow the same pattern: Do not be afraid. Trust 
in God and the freedom found in His love. Go and tell others. Because God is awesome. He has risen! Alleluia!!


