
When Pope John Paul II was eight, his mother died - after she died, he told the Blessed Mother Mary that she was his 
mother now!

Even if we haven’t lost our mothers, we too are Mary’s sons and daughters - this is true because of the exchange 
between Jesus, Mary, and John when Mary and John are standing at the foot of the Cross!

The Bible talks about the brothers and sisters of Jesus - therefore, many of our Protestant brothers and sisters assume 
that Mary and Joseph had children after Jesus was born - however, Catholics, and many Protestant reformers 
believe in Mary’s perpetual virginity - in Biblical times, they had no specific word for cousins or other specific 
extended family relationships - it can be shown in other places of the Bible that a cousin was described as a 
brother or sister - thus, as Catholics we know that Jesus didn’t have brothers and sisters from Mary and Joseph!

I bring this up because if Jesus did have immediate brothers and sisters, it would have been strange to give Mary to the 
Apostle John to care for her - if Jesus did have immediate brothers or sisters, it would have been their responsibility 
to care for Mary - so the fact that Jesus gives Mary to John is further proof that Jesus was an only child, that Mary 
really is perpetually a virgin!

So in the middle of the greatest tragedy in all of history, Jesus, God Himself, gives John and us His blessed mother to be 
our mother!

In the middle of His suffering He provides us comfort - Pope John Paul II knew the comfort that the Blessed Virgin Mary 
can provide!

All that Jesus did is for us - He came into this world and took on our human nature - He experienced everything we did - 
He too was really tempted just as we are tempted - the only difference is He never gave into the temptations - He 
never sinned - He always conquered the sin - He always rose above the temptation!

He died for our sins - Isaiah in the first reading says He was crushed for our sins - that the chastisement that fell on Jesus 
because of sins makes us whole - Jesus wants to make us whole - He holds out to us in the love the grace to make 
us whole, to make us not just content, but joyful!

Is it easy to obtain this wholeness, this joy on this side of heaven? - No - just as it did for Jesus, so it is for us - this 
wholeness, this joy can only come through pain and suffering!

This is what Jesus means when He says that His Kingdom is not of this world - that means that our Kingdom should not 
be of this world either - our Kingdom should be Jesus’ Kingdom!

We should work and strive not for the temporary joys of this earth, but work, often through pain and suffering, for the 
eternal joys of Jesus’ Kingdom!

Because what is truth? - this is what Pilate asks Jesus - earlier in His ministry Jesus had said that He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life!

So the answer to Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” is Jesus - Do we believe this? - Do we believe that Jesus, His death 
and resurrection for our sins, for our failings, is the answer to all of life’s deepest questions? - or do we make up 



truth for ourselves? - this what many people do these days - how dare the Catholic church or the government tell 
me what to believe, say, or do - or do we turn to Jesus for the Truth?!

And if Jesus is THEE TRUTH, how can we know what the truth is? - Jesus said, “Anyone who belongs to the truth listens 
to my voice” - Did Jesus leave someone to speak His voice, to speak for Him?!

Many of the saints talk about how the water and blood pouring from Jesus’ side when the sword pierced His side is the 
Church, the Catholic Church, being born from the side of Christ - the water represents Baptism and blood 
represents the Eucharist - two of the three sacraments of initiation!

As Catholics we believe that the Catholic Church, through the Holy Spirit, speaks the Truth of Christ - we trust that when 
the Church speaks on matters of faith and morals, she is speaking the Truth of Jesus!

So when we choose the Church, we are choosing Christ - when we choose the teachings of the Church we are choosing 
to say no to Satan!

Jesus died on the Cross for our sins - the salvation offered through the Cross is given to us when we live out our Baptism, 
when we say yes to Christ’s love and truth!

Say yes to supernatural life by saying yes to Christ’s natural death


