
Every once in a while someone will come up to me and say something like, “Were ever the priest in thus-and-so parish in 
thus-and-so town?”!

And I’ll honestly respond, “No.”!
And they will say, “Hm…you look familiar.”!
I probably shouldn’t, but I kind of antagonize them - I’ll respond, “Oh, that’s OK. There are a lot of one eared Korean priests 

around.”!
Or do you have a friend that has a unique gait, or way of walking - that even when you see his or her silhouette walking 

towards you in the dark, you immediately know who it is !
Or maybe you have had the opposite experience - maybe because of what you were wearing or the lighting or something, 

someone who knew you quite well did not recognize you - it blinded them and didn’t allow them to see that it was you!
What are the things that identify you? - What physical and personality traits do you have that kind of set you apart?!
This happened to Jesus in the Gospel - two of His disciples were walking along - they were discussing the same things we 

have been discussing the past two weeks - they were talking about how Jesus had become their hope - but instead 
He was put to death on the Cross - they were so stuck in their grief and defeat that they didn’t believe that the empty 
tomb meant that He had risen - they were so stuck in their grief and defeat that they didn’t recognize Him when He 
joined them on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus!

You can hear it in their voice - they wanted so much to believe Jesus was the Christ, but the death and crucifixion of Jesus 
was too much for their faith - they had lost faith in Jesus - they had given up hope!

How does Jesus respond? - “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!” - maybe I’ll 
should start using this line in the Confessional - “Oh, how foolish you are to committed such-and-such a sin. How slow 
of heart you are to believe.” - I better not - I think my lines for Confession would become even shorter than they 
already are !

Jesus goes on to say, “Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”!
Then He explains what He means - St. Luke records that Jesus gave the two disciples the first Christian Bible study - “Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the Scriptures.”!
Now I’ve been to some good Bible studies and some bad Bible studies - This one, taught by Jesus, would have been epic!
He would have explained using the Old Testament - because the New Testament wouldn’t have been written yet - how all of 

history pointed to Him dying on the Cross for our sins and rising from the dead to give us eternal life!
St. Peter in the second reading says we were ransomed by the precious blood of Christ - we had been kidnapped by Satan 

through original sin, through the original sin of Adam and Eve!
Christ has paid the ransom Satan demanded for our safe return - ever time we decide between good actions and bad 

actions, every time we decide not to go to Confession or we decide to go to Confession, we are at that place in the 
movie where the kidnapper is on one side and the parents are on the other - do we run back to our family in Christ, do 



we run back to God who has paid our ransom with His blood or do we stay where we are with the kidnapper; do we 
stay with Satan? - Did Jesus waste His ransom, His blood on us? Do we put our faith and hope in God as St. Paul 
instructs us to?!

Do we recognize Jesus as our Lord and Savior?!
Even during this epic Bible Study of the Old Testament, the two disciples still do not recognize Jesus!
When do they recognize Jesus? - when He blesses the bread and breaks it, and gives it to them!
The walk to Emmaus is like a mini-Mass!
First we have the Liturgy of the Word - we hear the Scriptures read to us just as Jesus did for the two disciples on the way to 

Emmaus - then we (at least hopefully) hear the Scriptures explained to us in such a way that we can apply it to our 
own lives - if the lectors and priests do their jobs, as we hear the Scriptures, the Bible, God’s Word to us, read to us 
and explained, we too should be saying, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”!

Do you feel that way after the first part of Mass, after the Liturgy of the Word? - or do you feel like taking a nap - we need to 
listen, to pay attention to what God is trying to teach us!

If our hearts are burning within us, we will pine for God, we will desire to meet Him, to commune with Him!
And God satisfies this desire in the Eucharist - in the breaking of the Bread, we receive Jesus body, blood, soul, and divinity 

inside our own bodies - He becomes a part of us so that we can become more a part of Him!
Do we believe this? - on the way to Emmaus, to the two disciples, Jesus looked like every other male - to our senses, the 

Eucharist looks like a tasteless, dry wafer of bread and some average tasting wine!
Do we truly recognize Jesus in the Eucharist - do we believe that the bread and wine have been transformed into the Body, 

blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus!
Ancient philosophy said there were two parts to things - one, the form, what-ness, soul - two, matter, what something is 

made up of - the cells in my body constantly decay, are discarded, and replaced - but I remain Father Andrew Vogel, a 
human person - so my matter changes, but my soul, my form, my what-ness remains!

In the Eucharist the opposite happens - the matter stays the same, but the what-ness changes from bread and wine to the 
body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus!

So even though the matter stays the same, even though they look the same, it has been transformed into the body, blood, 
soul, and divinity of Jesus - we call this transformation, Transubstantiation!

Today <last week> some of children are going to receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the very first time - they have been 
studying with their minds and searching their hearts to help them recognize Jesus in the Eucharist!

We too are called to recognize Jesus in the Eucharist - Sometimes we forget because we do it every week - we forget what a 
great gift Jesus is in the Eucharist - we forget that we are receiving Jesus body, blood, soul, and divinity!

So pray today that we as we come forward to receive Jesus, to receive the Eucharist, we recognize Jesus for who He truly is


