
When I was in college, I and a friend went with another friend to visit her family in Danville, IA, which is in the way SE corner!
This was before I knew that missing Sunday Mass was a mortal sin so all of us went of us went to her church on Sunday morning 

- it was kind of weird - after the service some of the church elders were getting together to watch tapes of different pastors 
giving sermons so they could determine which one they wanted to hire!

Growing up Catholic, the idea that you could choose your pastor, was so foreign to me - however, in a church without bishops and 
popes, I guess it makes sense - however, I would think it would be hard to challenge the parishioners with a tough homily - 
because if they don’t like it, they can just fire you!

So being called to a parish by a bishop is freeing in this sense - at my ordination, I promised to be obedient to the bishop and his 
successors - some people have asked if this is hard - again, I find it freeing - not only does it give a priest the freedom to 
give a hard homily that the parishioners need to hear, but don’t want to hear, but when it comes to assignments, I don’t 
have to spend time wondering if I should stay or leave my current assignment!

I do know that some priests have refused to change assignments, but to me this isn’t being true to our promise to be obedient to 
the current bishop  - you just assume that for whatever reason the bishop gave you the current assignment, the Holy Spirit 
is behind it and that is where God wants you to be - this trust in the Holy Spirit gives one the freedom to enjoy any 
assignment!

Some people may think it would be oppressive to have someone tell them where to go, but there is also a freedom in that - 
especially when you assume that the Holy Spirit is behind the decisions the bishop makes - this is why we need to pray for 
our bishops!

Now you may be not be a priest or a nun, but you too can put yourself under the guidance of the Holy Spirit - you too have a role 
to play in the community of God!

In the first reading we hear about the first deacons being chosen!
The number of Christians were growing rapidly so they had some growing pains - the Hellenist widows were not being properly 

taken care of !
The Twelve Apostles needed to focus more on praying Mass and preaching the Word of God - so they selected seven men filled 

with the Holy Spirit and wisdom - these seven men were the first deacons!
And this is still true today - we don’t have any deacons in our parishes, but their function is still to serve the community - the 

priests first role is to celebrate Mass and to teach - priests is also suppose to serve, but the deacons’ first role is to serve 
the community!

All priests were first deacons - the deacons that are later going to become priests, we call them transitional deacons - the deacons 
that may be married and have no plans to become priests we call permanent deacons!

All deacons promise obedience to the bishop and to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, prayers that are prayed five times throughout 
the day consisting mostly of the Psalms!

Also, once you are ordained a deacon, you can’t marry - so transitional deacons, men who are studying to be priests, once they 
are ordained deacons, make a promise of celibacy - so from that point on, they are not to get married!

Permanent deacons can be married prior to their ordination, but since you can’t marry once you are ordained, if the deacon’s wife 
should die, he cannot remarry!



Deacons can witness a marriage and they can baptize, but they can’t say Mass, give the sacrament of Reconciliation, anoint the 
sick, Confirm, nor confer Holy Orders !

But serving the community of God is not just for priests and deacons - at each of our parishes we have a great group of volunteers 
who keep the parishes running - without them, not much would happen - and we are thankful for their service - but we are 
all called to give back to the community !

St. Peter says in the second reading that we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own - St. Peter 
isn’t talking about priests or bishops or deacons - he’s talking about all of us - St. Peter says we have all been called out of 
darkness into the wonderful light of truth that is in Christ Jesus - St. Peter says we are all these things, that we are God’s 
people so that we can announce praises about God!

God does not call us to Himself so that we can complain or live in fear - no, He calls us to Himself, He calls us to a community of 
believers so that we can have faith in Him, so that our hearts will not be troubled!

Jesus says that if we have faith in Him, we need not let our hearts be troubled!
Sometimes this is easier said than done - sometimes life throws us one curve ball after another - sometimes life just doesn’t make 

sense!
God doesn’t promise that life will make sense, but He promises if we put our faith in Him, we will spend the rest of eternity more 

happy than we could ever imagine!
Because Jesus Himself says He is the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father, no one gets to heaven except 

through me, except through Jesus!
But what about everyone who doesn’t believe in Jesus? Are they going to hell? - Paragraph 847 of the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church says, “Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who 
nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through 
the dictates of their conscience - those too may achieve eternal salvation.”!

So even those who don’t believe in Jesus, if they are saved, if they get to heaven, still get there through the mercy and grace 
Jesus won the Cross!

But the more sure way is believing in Jesus, be baptized, follow God commandments, and visit the sacraments of Confession and 
Eucharist on a regular basis!

This also means that we, like the early Christians still need to evangelize others - we need to show them and tell them about the 
mighty works God has done in our own lives and the mighty works God has done through us - it is easy to deny the 
Church’s teaching on the Eucharist or the Trinity, but it is harder for someone to deny how God has changed your life for 
the better!

We are all here for a reason - we are here because God is not finished with us yet - God is preparing a place for us, but we still 
have work to do down here - pray to God that He reveal to you what that reason is - for some of you it is obvious - maybe to 
raise your sons and daughters - maybe to take care of an elderly parent - maybe it is to keep a priest in line!

We are not our own - we belong to God - do not fear giving your life over to God - I promise it is the most freeing thing you’ll ever 
do - so today, take a moment and pray and echo our blessed Mother Mary, “I am your servant. Do with me as you will.” - if 
you do, you will find internal peace and joy


