
What is going on?!! Sorry, I was on retreat when the thing in Santa Barbara happened!
I haven’t watched the videos - I’m kind of scared to - but supposedly he was angry at beautiful women for rejecting him and 

popular men!
I think part of the problem is certain images and ideas separate the pleasure of interacting with someone with the person 

being interacted with - this one of the reason why this addiction, even causal viewing, is so dangerous to our 
perception of the world, to how we perceive others!

I think technology can do this too - if I want to put someone down on Facebook, I don’t have to see the pain on their face that 
I would have to see if I said it in person!

Technology and social media are great things and can move mountains, can get multibillion dollar companies to change their 
policies or even governments!

But I think it also has the danger of separating the pleasure of interacting with the person with the person themselves !
I don’t think it is necessarily wrong in this case, but I find myself doing this especially with Words with Friends - they play, I 

play - actually they play, I sit and think about it for days, then I play a 3 point word - the problem though, is I don’t think 
about who is at the other end - I suppose I just as well be playing a computer - I forget that there is a living person, an 
eternal soul that is making those moves - so it behoove us to remember that every interaction, both online and offline, 
has an eternal soul, a person, at each end of the interaction!

I think we sometimes do this with God - we do this with the most important relationship in our lives - we separate our 
interaction with Him from Him!

Two thousand years ago, Jesus died and rose from the dead - then for another 40 days He hung out with His disciples !
After the 40 days were up, He said farewell - sort of - we hear the details described in the first reading from the beginning of 

the Acts of the Apostles - Tradition holds that St. Luke wrote the Acts of the Apostles - That is why he begins, “In the 
first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.” - the first book would have been the Gospel of St. Luke!

The Gospel of St. Luke and the other Gospels describes the things Jesus did and the things He said during His time on earth 
in His own visible human body, which is now in heaven because Jesus is heaven body and soul, human and divine!

The Acts of the Apostles describes how the 12 Apostles and St. Paul began to spread the Gospel to the ends of the world!
When I was in Rochester, I had a friend that worked in Mayo’s venture capitalism department - so the idea is you go hear 

some doctor or someone present their idea - if you think it could sell in the market place, you invest some money to 
help get their product from idea to something can buy in exchange for part of the profits - so his department was in 
charge of millions of dollars of possible funding!

So one night he and I and some other friends were sitting around trying to think of ways we could help Catholics get to know 
the Bible better especially at World Youth Day - I guess I was thinking we could pool a little money together, go down 
to Kinkos and make a few copies - meanwhile my friend is talking about calling major Catholic donors and asking 
them for tens of thousands of dollars to print off hundreds of thousands of these Bible reference cards !



In the first reading, we find out that the Apostles are still stuck on the idea that Jesus has come to free Israel from Roman 
occupation - “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?”!

Jesus then said, “Whatcha talkin’ about Willis?” - just kidding - Jesus didn’t come to just free the people in Israel - the 
disciples weren’t thinking big enough - rather He came to free the whole world from sin…with the help of the Holy 
Spirit - So in Acts 1:8 Jesus says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”!

Then St. Luke records in verse 9, “When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
from their sight.!

Today we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord body and soul, human and divine, back into heaven !
Traditionally, the Ascension of the Lord is celebrated on Thursday, 40 days after Easter, but with permission from Rome, the 

bishops of MN and the surrounding states have decided to move the Holy Day of Obligation to the following Sunday!
So now that we live in the era of when Jesus is not visible to us in His human body, we try to interact with God as if He is not 

there!
Maybe when we pray, all we do is talk and ask for things - we don’t spend time in silence waiting for Him to reply!
Maybe we see a rainbow and think oh, it rained - we forget to see it as a message from God telling us how much He loves us!
Maybe a tax refund or some other money arrives in the mail and we think, oh, good, it about time that arrived; now I can pay 

the bills - instead of seeing it as God having our backs and thus growing in our confidence in God!
Christ may be in heaven body and soul, but through the Holy Spirit, He is here with us - we, with Christ as our head, make 

up the Body of Christ - Jesus, at the end of today’s Gospel promises He will be with us until the end of the age, until 
the end of time!

But what are we suppose to do in the meantime? - we are suppose to evangelize - Jesus tells us to “Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.”!

Yes, in an emergency, you can baptize someone who hasn’t been baptized yet - you just need what is commonly considered 
water and use the Trinitarian formula, “<Their name>, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” - so as long as  you can squeeze three drops of water from some mud or anything like that and say 
the right words, you are good to go - so milk or beer or whiskey will not work - sorry!

So remember that there is an eternal soul on the other side of our interactions, especially those online!
Remember that even though Jesus has Ascended, even though we can’t see Jesus with His human body, God too is a 

Being, Three Divine Persons - not just some wish grantor - may our interactions with God reflect that


