
Do you know someone who has a bad memory, but in a good way?!
Do you know someone who, when they are wronged, quickly forget about it and move on?!
In sports they talk about being able to move on from a bad shot or a bad hit or a bad throw and excel on the next try!
Do you know someone who forgives easily and quickly moves on?!
This is kind of what the prophet Ezekiel says God does with us!
This message is repeated quite often at youth conferences I attend - and that message is that it doesn't matter what you've done in 

the past - it does not matter how much you have sinned, what harm you have caused yourself and/or others - nothing is 
beyond the love and forgiveness of God!

God is so quick to forgive - it is often us who hold on to our sins and failures long after God has forgiven them!
Ezekiel says if the a person turns from the wickedness they have committed and does what is right and just, he will preserve his life!
Ezekiel says he saves his life - he shall not die - this means eternal life in heaven - that if we turn from our sins and evil, God will give 

us eternal life in heaven!
Again the ultimate example is the thief who dies next to Christ - despite a life of sin and stealing, because in that moment he turns 

away from that sinful life and towards Christ, Jesus says to him, "Today you will be with me in paradise."!
Now this is good and all, but God's mercy is no good without humility!
Again, like the thief that died with Christ, in order to receive God's mercy, we must first admit that we need it - we must be humble 

enough to realize that we are not OK, that we need forgiveness!
This is not easy, especially in our society of self-empowerment - humility is the opposite of self-empowerment - humility reminds us 

that it is ultimately God who gives our lives meaning, hope, and energy!
And it is only is humility that I can admit I did something wrong, that I need forgiveness, that I need God's mercy to become a better 

person - we are not called to be self-empowering - we are called to be God-empowering!
God wants us to live life to the full, but only if we are humble enough to ask for His grace and love!
I think this is why our Confession lines are so short - we have lost our sense of sin and humility - instead we are trying to become 

self-empowering - we try to find our meaning for life, our purpose apart from God - this ultimately leads to despair and 
sometimes even suicide!

Jesus Himself was humble - St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians says that Jesus, "even though He was God, did not deem equality 
with God something to be grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and 
found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross."!

Jesus, though He was God, came to earth - Jesus knows what it is like to be human - He completely took on our human nature - so 
He leads and and shows us what humility looks like - He shows us what is possible when we are humble!

What happens to Jesus when He is humble? - St. Paul goes on to say, "Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."!

Because of His humility - God exalts Jesus - God wants to exult us too - He wants to give us life and love and peace - but we need to 
be humble to realize we can only truly receive these things from Him and nothing else!

And if God is merciful with us, we should be merciful with others!



St. Paul says, "Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, 
each looking out not for his own interests, but also for those of others."!

We must be humble enough to put others ahead of ourselves - I think I am the worst offender of this - so often I find myself putting 
my needs and desires ahead of others - I'm sorry if I have done this to you!

We see humility in the parable that Jesus tells the chief priests and elder - prior to Jesus telling this parable, the chief priests and the 
elders asked Jesus by what authority was He teaching the people!

He tells the chief priests and the elders that He will tell them by what authority He teaches the people if they answer a question of His 
- so He asks them, "What was the origin of John's baptism? Was it of a heavenly origin or a human origin?" - if the chief 
priests and elders answer heavenly, then Jesus will ask why they didn't believe in John the Baptist - if they respond that he 
was of human origin, then they feared the crowd because the people believed John was a great prophet - so they reply, "We 
don't know." So Jesus tells them He will not reveal by what authority He teaches the people!

But in some ways it should be obvious - Jesus teaches with authority because He is God, Truth with a capital 'T". Jesus is thee Truth!
The chief priest and the elders were suppose to be the educated, holy leaders of the community - and yet they were the very ones 

who failed to recognize who Jesus was and believe in Him!
Instead, who are the people who believe in Jesus? - it is the sinners, and not only the sinners, but the grave sinners, the prostitutes 

and tax collectors!
Just as an historical side, the reason the tax collectors get lumped in with the prostitutes is because the tax collectors not only 

collected what the foreign Roman government wanted, but would extort the people for extra - most of them became quite 
wealthy, wealthy at the expense of their own kinsmen!

Jesus, in today's Gospel, drives home this point - Jesus says there were two sons!
The father asks the first son to go work in the vineyard - the son replies that no he won't go, but later changes his mind and goes!
The father asks the second son to go work in the vineyard - the son replies that yes, he will go, but does not go!
Jesus then finishes His parable by asking the chief priests and elders which son did the father's will?!
They correctly answer the first son - now it is true, the first son did the father's will, but in some ways, neither son did the right thing!
The fourth commandment is to obey our father and mother - neither willingly said yes and went straight to the vineyard to get some 

work done!
Instead both put the father off - one was actually truthful and other one lies - however, one repents and then goes and does the 

father's will!
The chief priests and the elders are like the second son - they were supposedly the spiritual leaders of the community - by their very 

role in the community, they had publicly said yes to doing God's will - however, when it came to actually doing it, they didn't - 
they failed to believe in Jesus, God Himself - instead they opposed Him!

Now the tax collectors and the prostitutes were publicly not doing God's will - however, Jesus touches their hearts and souls and they 
turn from their sins and follow Jesus - despite their past sins, they are the ones who believe in Jesus - in humility, they 
recognize that they are not OK and that they need to change their lives - in humility they recognize they need Jesus, they 
need the love and mercy He offers - In return, Jesus rewards their faith in Him!

He tells the chief priests and the elders that the tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the Kingdom of God before them!



Jesus extends the same rewards to us - no matter what our past, no matter what sins we have committed, Jesus wants to give us 
His mercy and love - all we have to do is be humble, turn from our sins, believe in Him, and follow Him!

A first step would be to go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation - to even admit we need to go requires great humility - however, the 
feeling we get when we hear God through the voice of the priest say, "...and I absolve you of your sins in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" are cleansing and healing - trust me I know - I go to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation several times a month!

Humility leads us to healing, forgiveness, and mercy not just with God, but with others - so in this coming week, work on humility - 
what are the little things I can do to put God and others ahead of myself? - have I done something humiliating that I need to 
own up to? - do I need to say sorry to someone? - can I let someone else go ahead of me? - but most importantly, how can I 
be humble before God? - maybe call a priest for sacrament of Reconciliation - get up 10 minutes earlier to pray and talk with 
God each morning - This week, be humble, humble enough to admit we can't do it on our own - humble enough to ask God 
for His love and mercy!


