
My grandpa loved to garden - he knew the name of every flower and plant - Growing up he and my grandma would have beautiful 
flower garden at their house and at the lake cabin!

He had all the things necessary to make a garden grow - all the tools, the fertilizer !
I on the other know nothing about successful gardening let along just regular yard maintenance!
When I owned a house in Rochester, my neighbor’s yard looked immaculate except for a few dandelions - well that’s because the 

few dandelions he had were next to my yard which was littered with them !
So I went over with a guilty heart and asked what he suggested - he told me to go to the store and weed killer - That did the trick - 

now my lawn still would not win any pride-in-property awards, but at least I wasn’t making my neighbor’s yard worse!
Now being good at lawn care and gardening is a good thing - it is good to bring beauty to our surroundings!
But as Jesus said in Matthew 26:28-30, “Learn from the way the wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. But I tell you that not 

even Solomon in all his splendor was clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today and 
is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith?”!

And He does provide for us!
This week, I asked the Confirmation students what the meaning of life was - Their first response was, “Father, what’s with all of the 

deep questions this week?” - As I have said before, the Baltimore Catechism gives us the answer: “Why did God make you? 
God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in heaven.”!

Now if this is the goal of all human life, of each one of us, then God surely gave us the tools we need to succeed - but it is still up to 
us to choose salvation, to choose heaven, to choose God - He is not going to force us to choose Him!

In the parable that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel, the landowner does everything necessary to have a successful vineyard - he plants 
it, he puts a hedge around it, digs a wine press in it, and builds a tower!

Jesus has done this for our soul - by the graces won by Christ on the Cross, God has done - He has planted the Holy Spirit in our 
souls, He has placed a guardian angel at our side, given us the Catholic Church and morality to guide us, and put us within a 
community in order to bear fruit in our interactions with God and others!

From the moment of our conception, God has invested a lot in each one of us - just look at the Cross - look back on your own life!
However, too often we have treated the vineyard of our souls like the evil tenants!
Have you ever been at the moment of decision - you can feel the desire to do evil, but you know that you shouldn’t go down that path 

- you hear the voice in your soul, your conscience telling you not to go, to choose the good, the right - what do we do way too 
often? - we kill the voice of our conscience, the voice of the Holy Spirit in our souls just as the evil tenants killed the servants 
and finally the landowner’s own son!

This is how evil enters into the world - it enters in each time we, in our free will, choose to do the bad instead of the good!
People often ask how a loving God can allow evil to exist - God doesn’t make evil things happen, but he allows them because without 

the ability to choose the evil, we wouldn’t have the true ability to choose the good - we would be a bunch of robots - and 
robots can’t love - it is only in our ability to say no that our yes to God and others means something!

God loves us and trusts us; more than we do ourselves -  God trusts us enough to give us the freedom to run life as we choose - this 
was true in Jesus time and obviously is still true today!



Through the telling of the parable Jesus foretells both his death and his ultimate triumph - He knew he would be rejected by his own 
people and be killed, but he also knew that would not be the end - He knew He would ultimately rise from the dead for the 
salvation of souls!

After rejection would come glory - sometimes things can get dark and depressing - but Jesus tells and shows us that in the end good 
always triumphs!

Yes, there is evil in the world, but the Lord continues to bless his people today - He blesses them with His love and mercy!
So do not be one of the builders that rejects the cornerstone of Jesus in your life!
Be one of the ones who produces much fruit for the Kingdom of God!
He entrusts each of us with His gifts and grace and He gives each of us a particular work to do in His vineyard - the Body of Christ!
He promises that our labor, especially what we do for Him, will not be in vain if we persevere with faith to the end (see 1 Corinthians 

15:58)!
We can expect trials and difficulties as we labor for the Lord, and even persecution from those who oppose God's kingdom - but in 

the end we will triumph because Jesus triumphed - do you labor for the Lord with joyful hope and with confidence in His 
victory?!


