
As a priest I have heard and witnessed story after story of people living through an illness or injury that they should not have lived 
through!

Living life in a fallen world is not easy - sometimes others make mistakes - sometimes we make mistakes - sometimes it hurts - 
sometimes it’s hilarious - sometimes it’s a little of both!

When we make mistakes or when other people’s mistakes affect us, we can do one of two things - we can give up or we can work 
and hope for a better outcome next time!

This is what happened to Israel - they were defeated and down - things were bad and only seemed to get worse - many had been 
killed - people were starving - death and gloom was all around them!

In the midst of this the prophet Isaiah tells the people not to give up - he tells then that God will eventually provide for them - and not 
just provide for them, but provide a super abundance for them - “a feast full of food and choice wines” - “He will destroy death 
forever” - “The Lord God will wipe away the tears from every face.”!

Isaiah promises that there will come a day when they will rejoice and be glad because God has saved us!
Was this ever fulfilled? - not really - the nations of Israel and Judah from 586 BC on were to some degree more or less ruled by 

foreign leaders!
So did God lie? - Why would God have had His prophet say such things if they weren’t going to come true?!
Oh, but they have…or at least some of them and rest will come true at the end of time!
Jesus is God and He has come to save us, to save us from our sins!
He has come to avenge the power Satan has had over us ever since the Fall of Adam and Eve !
He does give us a feast of rich food and pure, choice wines - He gives us the best when He gives us Himself, body, blood, soul, and 

divinity in the Eucharist - what could be more rich than the flesh of God Himself? - What could be a more choice wine than the 
blood of God Himself?!

The veil that veils all nations God has already partially destroyed - I know I have mentioned this before, but when I was in Kenya, I 
went to Mass - even though I didn’t understand the language, I knew right where we were in the Mass - I knew what the priest 
was saying and doing even if I didn’t understand him - maybe you have had a similar experience if you have walked in on a 
Spanish Mass or another Mass in another language - the Mass, the sacrifice of the Eucharist, is truly universal, it truly ties 
people from all over the earth together no matter what our skin color, no matter what our language is, no matter what our 
cultural differences are - as Catholics, especially during the Mass, the veil between all peoples is destroyed!

Jesus in His resurrection has destroyed death - we can all receive eternal life from Him if we believe in Him - at the end of time Jesus 
will destroy death forever - for the souls in heaven, there will be no more tears!

Jesus was, is, and will be the fulfillment of all the promises God made through the prophet Isaiah!
But the chief priests and elders did not recognize any of this - as the religious leaders, they should have!
So rather than blast them for their blindness, for their unbelief, He tells them another parable to let them convict themselves!
Jesus stresses that they are the chosen ones, the first to be invited!
It was to the nation of Israel that God first revealed Himself as told in the Old Testament - they had been given the gift of the true 

Faith in the true God!



Israel was suppose to be a light to the nations, to the rest of the world of the Truth - it was through them that God was suppose to be 
introduced to the rest of the world!

So now that Jesus is here, God Himself, in their midst, they should be first in line to celebrate the coming of Christ, of the Messiah - 
but they aren’t - the chief priests and the elders reject Jesus - they are the first ones invited to the wedding feast, but in the 
end, they reject him!

But they refuse to believe - in the parable, the invited guests all refuse to come - not only did they refuse to come, but they even 
killed some of the servants who reminded them to come!

So what does the king do in the parable? - he tells his servants to invite whomever they find - so the servants did just that - they 
gathered all they found, bad and good alike!

Initially, in the Old Testament, it was the Jews who were invited to the wedding feast - now, no matter who we are, what our past is 
like, we are invited to the wedding feast - no matter if we are good or bad!

However, once we get to the wedding feast, something is expected of us!
This is what the person at the end of the gospel found out - he refused to put on the proper attire so he got bound up, thrown out into 

the darkness where there is wailing and grinding of teeth!
You may say this is unfair - however, it would have been assumed that the king would have given his new guests the proper attire if 

they didn’t already have it!
So it’s not that the man came undressed for the occasion - it’s that he refused the free gift of the proper attire from the king !
How often do we refuse the gifts God wants to give us?!
See once we believe in Christ, there comes with it a responsibility - we cannot remain in the filthy clothes of sin and badness!
Christ offers us the gift of a wedding garment - what does the Bible say? - they will know we are Christians by our love!
Is our faith strong enough to be visible to the world?!
Do we accept God’s gifts of grace enough that our lives are changed?!
And when we do fall, when we soil our wedding garment, do we accept the gift of forgiveness available to us in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation?!
Grace, God love, our salvation is given to us, but it is not automatic - it is not cheap!
God’s grace came at a great cost - at the cost of the death of Christ upon the Cross!
Do we just assume God’s grace and take it for granted? - Do we assume we will all get into heaven? Is it only the really, really bad 

people who are going to hell? Jesus warns us not to make this assumption - at the end of today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Many 
are invited, but few are chosen.”!

We must not assume we are saved - we must do all we can to put on the wedding garment - and when we have soiled it, when we 
have sinned, then we need to visit the Sacrament of Reconciliation to get it clean again and ready for the wedding feast!

We should be thankful that God has invited us to His wedding feast, to the Eucharist, to eternal life with Him in heaven!
If we accept this invitation, then we need to do all we can, with the help of His grace, to live as invited members of the wedding feast!
We need to live our lives loving God and loving others - enough so that our relationship with God makes a difference in how we live 

our lives!
May we be worthy guests of the banquet of the ultimate king, God Himself


