
Sometimes when I meet people I introduce myself as Father Vogel - I tell them it should be easy to remember my name since I look 
German

I’m obviously adopted - As you may remember, I was left on the doorstep of the police station in Mokpo, South KoreaI - I was an 
orphan until I was adopted when I was 2.5 by a couple in Iowa - where I learned when I was quite young that it is duck, duck, 
goose - however, since moving to MN, I have been told I have been lied to my whole childhood - that it is actually duck, duck, 
grey duck

Now God is telling the Israelites in the first reading to treat the orphans, the widows, and the aliens with care
Now God comes off as being kind of violent - “If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry. My wrath will 

flare up, and I will kill you with the sword; then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans.”
However, we have to understand the context - God is giving them instruction on how to live holy lives, how to live as a people of God 

- they have just escaped slavery in Egypt where they themselves were the alien, the widow, or the orphan
As you may now, in the ancient world, most children and women were not allowed to work outside the home or to have property - 

thus to be a widow or an orphan most often left you powerless, homeless, and starving
So you did not want to be an alien, a widow, or an orphan - but they just were in Egypt - God wants to make sure they don’t forget 

how it feels to be on the other side of the stick of life
Because if they don’t stand up for these people, God will 
In the second reading, St. Paul tells the Thessalonians that they became imitators of Paul and his companions - by doing so they 

became models for all believes
And how did they do this? - with great affliction and joy - with great affliction because we are not of this world - are are aliens (not the 

green martian kind), the widows, and orphans
It’s not easy to be a Christian, but we must do it with joy
This past week, the priest of the Worthington Deanery met - we had a guest speaker, sister Paul Mary - she and her sisters are 

helping out with faith formation at the diocesan level - anyways, she was saying how, growing up, she went to a Catholic 
school - there was one teacher she was particularly fond of - so she watched and observed this teacher - she noticed that she 
prayed a lot and had a such a great peace about her - she decided she wanted what that teacher had - when she started to 
emulate that teacher, that’s when her relationship with Christ grew

We too, like sister’s teacher, are called to be witnesses to the Gospel - however this witnessing joy can not be self-manufactured - we 
cannot survive the world and be joyful Christians on our own - we need Christ - we need to be humble - then God can stand 
up for us and for our joy just as He promised to stand up for the widows, the orphans, and the aliens

Because we are the aliens ourselves - Christ says this world is not our home - it is fitting when we call ourselves foreigners - this is 
true because it was true of Christ, the leader of Christianity - Christ was from heaven - Jesus was not accepted by the leaders 
of His own people, the Jewish people

Jesus knows what rejection is feels like; He knows what it is to be the outcast
So what are we suppose to do in the middle of being different, of being an alien in this world - we are to love God with all our heart, 

with all our soul, and with all our mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves



Jesus says all of the commandments depend on these two commandments - in other words, these two commandments sum up all of 
the rest

I think it is interesting to look specifically at the Ten Commandments - there are only three pertaining to God and seven pertaining to 
our treatment of others

Just as Jesus says the first commandment is to love God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind, so the first three pertain to 
God

This should be our first and most important relationship - the one with God Himself
Then we are to love our neighbor as ourselves - because an authentic love of neighbor is only possible when we first love God - the 

love we receive from God, from our relationship with Him, will give us the love we can share with our neighbor
I think seven of the ten commandments have to do with our neighbor because usually our neighbor is harder to get along with than 

God
If we get this right, because we will be living with an indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we will be able to love not just naturally, but super 

naturally
We will then be able to truly love our neighbor not just as we love ourselves, but as God loves them
It will be our love that attracts people to Christ - this is what we were created for - this is our true home - heaven is our true home - 

God and the saints are our true family
God and the saints are the persons we should try and fit in with, not the world - the world is constantly changing - it is hard work 

trying to fit in with the world - however God never changes - holiness is always in style in the family of God
It is OK to feel awkward and out of place - we are foreigners while we are in this life - there will always be a tug-of-war in our hearts 

between the world and true home
As hard as it is sometimes, we need to try and choose God, to choose HIs ways, to choose holiness - even if it causes extra hardship 

for ourselves and maybe even others
We must choose to love God first and foremost - when we do that, when we show people the truth, then we are truly loving our 

neighbor
God’s love is stronger than evil - God’s love is stronger than bombs - God’s love is stronger hate - we just need to believe it


