
I don’t know what the result will be this weekend, but it saddens me that the number one movie last weekend was Ouija
I know that you can pick up a Ouija board game at Walmart right next to Monopoly
Still, Ouija boards are bad news - I can promise you’ll never contact God, Jesus, or the saints through an Ouija board
Even if you think you’re just playing around, Ouija boards are used to contact the dead, demons, or to ascertain the future - these 

activities have been condemned by God since the beginning of time
When we use an Ouija board or participate in similar activities or in any satanic activities, we open ourselves us to being influenced 

by evil spirits - it is highly unlikely, but it could even lead to demonic possession - yes, I realize this is scary, but this is scary, 
serious stuff

In the movie, I guess they just wanted to communicate with a dead person, but instead ended up communicating with an evil spirit
Reality is so much more than just what we can see - we can’t see love and hate, but we have all experienced love and hate - we 

have never seen angels and demons, but they really, really do exist
If you have participated in any such activities, if you have used an Ouija board, even if you have seen the movie, go straight to the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - do not pass Go - do not collect $200 - put yourself again under the protection of the grace of 
Almighty God, the angels, and the saints - go straight to the Sacrament of Reconciliation

God wants us to be prudent, to be able to ascertain the signs that reality presents to us and to prepare for the future - however, to 
seek signs and communication with the underworld is to not trust God, to not trust in His love for us

Because God does love us - that is why He sent Jesus to take on the penalty our sin demands - God is perfectly just so someone 
has to pay the penalty for our sins - thankfully Jesus takes on the penalty we could never pay

St. Paul tells the Romans that if we have been baptized into Christ Jesus, we are baptized into His death - why? - if we are baptized 
into His death, we are also baptized into Christ Jesus’ resurrection, we are baptized into the newness of life

This way we are not defined by our failures and sins, but rather we are defined by God’s love, we are defined by our relationship with 
God the Father, we are identified as sons and daughters of God - this is our definition - this is our identity in Christ Jesus

However, we can deny this identity - in our actions and thoughts, do we deny Christ-given identity or do we accept it? - He is not 
going to force us to choose Him - He gave us free will for a reason - the benefits of identifying ourselves in Christ are infinite 
and eternal

The author of the book of Wisdom, the first reading, says that only the foolish think that the dead have ceased to exist - we are 
eternal beings - God created us to spend eternity with Him in heaven - again, though, He is not going to force us

No matter what, we are going to exist for an eternity - the question is, “Where?”
Today we remember those who have died - But which dead do we pray for? - Yesterday, All Saints Day, we remembered and 

celebrated those souls who are already in heaven with God - since they are in heaven, they don’t need our prayers
And the souls in Hell are stuck there for eternity - no amount of prayers is going to get them out
No, today, we pray for the souls in Purgatory - Yes, the Catholic Church still believes in Purgatory - why? -Because it is reality - I don’t 

care if you are Catholic, Lutheran, Buddhist, Muslim, if you weren’t before, you will become Catholic, because the reality is 
you will either go to Heaven, Hell, or Purgatory - it doesn’t matter what one believes - this is reality - these are the only three 
possibilities



Now we are human beings - we are not angels - angels and human beings are separate types of beings - you are not a tiger and a 
tiger is a human being - a tiger will never become a human being and a human being will never become a tiger - no matter 
what the placemats say at the Chinese restaurant

All of the angels were created at the beginning - because they live outside of time, they don’t have multiple chances to choose to 
follow God - the angels in heaven will never join Satan and demons - and the Satan and the demons, which are also known 
as the fallen angels because God created them good because God doesn’t create anything bad - but they choose themselves 
over following God - thus they were kick out of heaven by St. Michael and the good angels in the battle for heaven described 
in Revelations chapter 12 - Satan and demons will never get back into heaven and become good - the angels and demons 
have made their choice and they have to live with it for an eternity

And when we die, we will have to live with our choice for an eternity - however, until then, we can choose God one moment, fall into 
mortal sin the next - to right the ship, we must put ourselves back into a state of grace by going to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

So we are not angels nor do we become angels when we get to heaven - now one of my Confirmation kids seemed saddened by the 
fact that we wouldn’t get wings when we got to heaven - I said we didn’t because I wanted to emphasize this point that we are 
not angels nor do we become angels when we get to heaven - however, I’ve never been to heaven - maybe when we get 
there, we do get wings - Colton, from the book and movie, Heaven is for Real says that his grandfather in heaven has wings - 
so maybe we do get wings - however, we does not mean we become angels, because angels are angels and we are human 
beings and we will remain as such even in heaven

All Souls Day is suppose to be a day of prayer for the souls in Purgatory so that they can be purified and made perfect so they can 
enter Heaven - for Jesus said, be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect (Matthew 5:48) - By God’s design and grace, our 
prayers can help the souls along in this purification process - now if the person we are praying for is already in heaven and 
thus again does not need our prayers, they will transfer our prayers to another soul in Purgatory that needs them

Someone once said Purgatory is more of a process than a place - it is the final process of purifying us of our bad habits, our bad 
tendencies, our addictions, and all of the other imperfections to our personality and person

This is a process that begins in this life - the more we do in this life, the less purification we have to do in Purgatory
Now the souls in Purgatory as going through the pain of being purified, but they are at the same time joyful - because they know they 

are bound for heaven - a soul cannot go from Purgatory to hell - all those in Purgatory will eventually go to heaven
So the readings today encourage us - give us hope - if we choose Christ, if we believe in Him, if we put our hope in Him, He will save 

us - He will take us to be with Him forever in heaven 
We know and believe that reality involves a lot more than just what we can see - so we need to live out our lives that way - are we 

preparing for tomorrow or for eternity?
Today and for the rest of November, we remember the souls of those who have gone before us and are in Purgatory - as we do so, 

we pray also for ourselves and our own journey of faith and purification


