
The summer after my senior year I was asked to be the representative from Iowa at a two week program at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in Livermore, CA, just on the other side of the mountains from San Francisco

I had a connection in Denver and it was my first time flying alone - I remember my mom was so very worried - I suppose it was the 
longest I had been away from home - back then in 1994, family members could go with you all the way to the gate - so at the 
gate she started crying - being the sympathetic teenager I was, I remember thinking, “Get a grip.” 

Since then I have been blessed to fly to many parts of the United States and even around the world - I know many have you flown 
extensively - some of you were even pilots

However, when we read the Gospels, it would appear that Jesus never ventured more than about a hundred miles from where He 
started - and yet He is thee most influential person who has ever lived on the face of the earth

Think about it - Jesus never left what is present-day Israel - so why are we called the Roman Catholic Church? - why not the Jerusalem 
Catholic church or the Bethlehem Catholic Church?

Why? - Because Jesus appointed St. Peter, the Apostle, as the leader of His church on earth, as the first pope - Peter, and also Paul, 
ended up in Rome, evangelizing the people there - in the time of Christ, Rome was the most center of culture, science, and 
society in the west - because of this and because Peter, the first pope, was martyred in Rome, it became the center of the 
Christian church as well

This is still true today - even though we belong to IHM <StG, StA>, we belong to the Roman Catholic Church, which is still centered in 
Rome - technically, it is centered in Vatican City, which is the smallest sovereign nation in world, which is situated inside of 
Rome, Italy - for those of you who have traveled and gone to Mass, you know this is true - you can go almost anywhere in the 
world and find a church that is centered in Rome, that is a Roman Catholic Church

As you well know, the pope, now Pope Francis, resides in Rome and is not only the Pope of the Catholic Church, but the bishop of 
Rome

Just as I am the pastor of IHM, St.Gabriel’s and St. Anthony’s, our bishop, Bishop John Quinn has a basilica in Winona to call His own - 
in the same way, the pope has St. John Lateran Basilica in Rome to call his own

(Tomorrow) Today is the feast of the dedication of St. John Lateran Basilica in Rome
It actually used to be a palace, but was converted and extended and has been the cathedral of Rome, the seat of the bishops of Rome 

since the 4th century
There are four major basilicas in Rome: St. Peter’s, St. Mary Major, St. John Lateran, and St. Paul Outside the Wall - one almost has to 

have St. Peter’s as their favorite of the four - St. Peter’s is the one connected to the Vatican - it is the largest and most 
impressive - however, for me personally, other than St. Peter’s, St. John Lateran is my favorite - for me the size and huge scale 
of everything about it, maybe even more than St. Peter’s, it reminds me of the greatness, the infinite of God - the bright decor, 
the way sunlight enters the basilica, and “whitish” stonework reminds me of the purity, holiness, and goodness of God - I 
suppose if I had to narrow it down, it reminds me that God is God and I am not

But why is it important for us here in southern MN to celebrate the dedication of some church in Rome, Italy?
Because there is only one Church, with a capital ‘C’ - there may be lots of little churches with a lower case ‘c’, but there is only one 

Church with a capital ‘C’
Jesus is thee Temple, Jesus is thee Church - we, the Body of Christ, we are the Church, we are the Body of Christ



In the Gospel Jesus goes crazy in the temple area
He makes a whip out of cords and drives out those who sold animals for sacrifice and the money changers
Now I hate it when people say, “Oh, Jesus wouldn’t judge people. Jesus would just love them.” - sometimes the image I get of Jesus 

from some people is someone who went around sprinkling fairy dust, smiling all the time, playing cupid, and handing out lollipops
Sometimes loving people means getting mad at their actions and telling them that what they are doing is wrong and sinful
Jesus very much judges the actions of the sellers of the animals and the money-changers
Why did He do this? - because Roman money, the people who ruled Jerusalem during the time of Jesus, Roman money had an image 

of the emperor on it, who claimed himself to be some sort of God - so because it would be considered idolatry, Jews weren’t 
suppose to have Roman money inside of the Temple area - so they had to exchange their money for Temple money - the money-
changers, the ones who handled the exchanges, took advantage of the people and made a handy profit at the expense of 
people wanting to worship God - the same is true of those who sold animals to be sacrificed 

So Jesus chases out those who took advantage of others in Temple - or as Jesus put it, “in His Father’s house”
Some of the Jewish leaders were not too happy that Jesus did this so they ask Him by what sign can he show for doing this or by what 

authority does He have to do this
He says, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it.”
They respond saying, the Temple is not yet finished and has been under construction for 46 years - and yet Jesus will raise it in three 

days? - Yeah, right - Jesus sounded like a crazy-person, a madman
But John tells us that Jesus was talking about the temple of His Body - Jesus’ body is destroyed when they whipped Him 39 times, 

pushed thorns deep into His head when they put a crown of thorns on His head, made Him carry a huge wooden cross part of 
the way to Golgotha, nailed Him to the Cross, and then pierced His side with a sword

But that is not the end - just as Jesus predicted when He said, “…and in three days I will raise it up,” Jesus rises from the dead after 
three days in the tomb - so He really was referring to His Body

Saint Paul in the second reading in his first letter to the Corinthians reminds us that we are God’s building - Jesus is the foundation
Today we celebrate the dedication of St. John Lateran Basilica in Rome, the basilica of pope - but in doing so, we are celebrating that 

we are the Body of Christ with the Pope as the earthly head of the Body of Christ
That is why we, here in southwest MN need to celebrate the dedication of St. John Lateran in Rome - because in Christ, we are all the 

Body of Christ - it is not about buildings, although buildings do help, as we have learned the hard way in Fulda - it is about us, 
the people - we are the Body of Christ with the pope at the head

But also, St. Paul goes on to say, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” - St. Paul 
then reminds us that because we are the temple of God, we are holy”

This is especially true after the Eucharist - we are truly each a temple of the Lord - each of us has inside of us the Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Jesus inside of us for about 15 minutes until our bodies break down the accidents of bread and wine into its more 
elemental parts

Temple was seen as the greatest presence of God on earth - however, now that is Jesus Himself
Jesus wants to cleanse the temples of our hearts - He ever seeks to cleanse us of sin and make us living temples of his Holy Spirit (1 

Corinthians 6:19)


