
So Jesus is in different places in different ways
Jesus is in each one of our hearts and has been since our Baptism
Jesus is all around us
Jesus is in the Tabernacle, in the Eucharist is a very substantial way - He is the Eucharist Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity - this is partly 

what makes this building different than say your a room in your house
Jesus was on the earth when He took on human nature 2000 years ago
This is what Advent is about - just as Jesus, God, came to earth in a new, different, and radical way 2000 years ago at the first 

Christmas so too we prepare our hearts during these next four weeks to allow Christ into our hearts in a new, different, and 
radical way

Why do we need to do this? - Because, as the Gospel said, we do not know when our time will be up to prepare for the next life - 
whether that is the end of our own life or the end of the world and the Second Coming of Christ - Our Gospel says to keep watch, 
to be alert

One way to prepare is better know the Word of God - Jesus is the Word of God - He is the fullness of Truth - However, we believe that 
God also spoke through others about the fullness of Truth contained in Christ

St. Jerome who translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek to Latin, said that ignorance of Scripture, of the Bible, is ignorance of Christ
So in light of St. Jerome’s statement, I want to help us be less ignorant of the Bible and thus less ignorant of Christ
If you brought them, you can get out your Bible
We are going to first look at the outside - It may say on the spine or the front cover what kind of Bible it is -this is the New American 

Bible - on the spine it says NAB - I obviously have some other Bibles up here - one is NRSV which is New Revised Standard 
Version - there is also the RSV which is the Revised Standard Version - I have the New International Version, the NIV Bible - the 
one we use at Mass is the NAB Bible, the New American Bible

Online I found the first chapter of Genesis in Ebonics - Ebonics is like inner-city slang - so instead of calling God God, they called Him 
Big Daddy

So somewhere new the front you should find the table of contents of all the books in the Bible
Now you should find that the Old Testament has 46 books - if for some reason there are only 39 there is a reason for that - which we 

may go into detail in the coming weeks, but during the Protestant Reformation the Protestants removed seven books of the Bible 
so they only have 39, but we have 46 books in the Old Testament

So each book of the Bible means a different author wrote a different book
So each one is a different setting or a different part of Salvation History
The Bible I received from my Catholic elementary school for graduation only the 39 books that the Protestant Bible would have - you 

would think that at a Catholic school someone would have done their homework, but I guess they didn’t 
If you open the Bible to about the middle you should open to the Psalms or the Proverbs - you may have to go back a little - there are 

150 Psalms - that is what we sing in between the first and second readings - the Psalms were originally sung so that’s why we 
try to sing them - all the original music has been lost so musicians and other people who know music a lot better than I do put 
the words to new settings, new music - again, all of the original music has been lost, but that is why we try to sing the psalms

If you open about two thirds of the way or more you should reach the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John which would be the 
beginning of the New Testament - that means that everything before that is the Old Testament and where the first reading comes 



from - if you have a study Bible like I do, that might throw it off a little - but generally the section before the New Testament is 
where the first reading comes from - if you keep flipping through the Gospels, past John, you’ll get to the Acts of the Apostles - 
so the second reading comes from the last part of the Bible - the Gospel readings are read the section in between which is the 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

Todays readings come from Isaiah, which is a little past the middle - Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 - I encourage you to look at the 
readings ahead of time

Our Psalm came from Psalm 80 which would be closer to the middle - so if you flip to the middle of the Bible you should come pretty 
close to Psalm 80

The second reading was from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 - So if you find the Gospels, you just keep going, past the Acts of the Apostles, and 
then you should get to 1 Corinthians - the reading is from 1 Corinthians chapter 1 verse three through nine - so it would be early 
in the book of 1 Corinthians

1 Corinthians is one of my favorite books of the Bible - it has a lot of good of good messages in it
Our Gospel if from Mark 13:33-37 - which is the shortest of the four Gospels - the Gospels go Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, so if you 

find Matthew, Mark will be right afterwards - so you can turn to Mark chapter 13
There are two different types of Scripture - literal meaning and spiritual meaning
Three types of spiritual sense - allegorical, moral, and anagogical (view towards their eternal significance) 
We believe that the Bible is inerrant when it comes to what we need to know for our salvation - it may not be 100% accurate historically - 

it may not be 100% scientifically - we know more now than they did at the time of the Bible - but when it comes to the things of 
God or the things necessary for our salvation, we believe that the Bible is inerrant - We believe that God wrote it - that He 
inspired the writers of the Bible 

If we are less ignorant of Scripture, we are thus less ignorant of Christ
And if we are less ignorant of Christ, we will be better prepared for eternal life with God in heaven - by reading the Bible we are 

preparing for our salvation
Advent is a time of preparation - as we look and study and reflect on the first coming of Christ, we better prepare ourselves for the 

second coming of Christ
So during Advent, as we journey through this time of preparation, we are going to be looking deeper at our Bibles, so please continue to 

bring them to Mass
I would also encourage you to read the Sunday readings ahead of time as a family - if you already do this and use a missal or the 

Magnificat, I encourage you, at least for this season of Advent to read from the Bible
The idea is to get to know the Bible not just spiritually and intellectually, but also with our hands as well - it is only through repeated 

experiences of flipping through a Bible that one becomes comfortable looking up passages and knowing approximately where 
the different books are in the Bible

So this Advent, I encourage you to read and pray more from the Bible each day - if you don’t know what to read, a great place to start is 
readings the Catholic Church has for Mass each day - just look up those in your Bible

So this Advent, prepare - prepare for the second coming of Christ - purify your hearts and get to know Christ through the words of the 
Bible


