
Why are we here? What does someone who was born in a stable 2000 years ago in Israel have to do with us today in Fulda/Currie/
Westbrook?

What if Jesus had never come to earth? How would our lives be different?
For starters, some of us would be at work today - I would be at work too because I would most definitely not be a priest - some of you 

would be at school hanging out with your friends instead of hanging out with your crazy relatives - Actually growing up, WE were 
probably the crazy relatives - Although we weren’t as bad as Eddie and his family from the Christmas classic, “National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” - if Jesus had never come to earth, you wouldn’t have any special meal to prepare - you 
wouldn’t have had to spend the last weeks wrapping gifts - you wouldn’t have had to spend the last few weeks writing and 
sending a million Christmas cards

If Jesus had never come to earth you wouldn’t be here at Church - kids, before you get too excited, that also means there would be no 
Christmas tree with presents under it 

If Jesus had never come to earth, there might not be any egg nog and that would be a shame because egg nog is so so good and 
yummy

If Jesus had never come to earth, today (and tomorrow) would be like any other (Wednesday and) Thursday
Also, if Jesus had never come to earth, there would be no hope of redemption, of salvation - we would all be doomed to hell for an 

eternity of unhappiness
We are all sinners - it is definitely not because of our righteousness that Jesus came to earth - rather it was because of His love and 

mercy 
Because of His love and mercy we are not defined by our sins, by our faults and failures - rather because of Christ we are defined as 

sons and daughters of God - all this because Jesus first came to earth
God had promised to come ever since Adam and Eve fell in the Garden of Eden - God promised from the very beginning to save us 

from our sins
God also promised, made a covenant, with King David - God promised King David that He would establish David’s kingdom and that it 

would remain firm forever, for all generations
In the Gospel for the vigil Mass, we hear Matthew tracing the genealogy from Abraham, through King David, all the way down to Joseph  

and Jesus - I think it is interesting that the genealogy of Jesus, God made man, includes such people as Judah and Tamar who 
did some quite unholy things- I won’t say what they did in front of the kids, but read Genesis 38 on your own sometime - you will 
see that soap operas have nothing on the people of the Bible - however, I think this just goes to show that God can bring about 
great amazingly good things out of our faults and failures

God respects our free will and He can change our bad actions to bring about a greater good - just look at Cross - remember there is no 
Easter without Christmas - Christ, in order to die and rise again for the salvation of our souls, first had to be born of a woman

However, God doesn’t desire us to sin - He would rather we use our free will to choose the good - unfortunately, sometimes our ability to 
see what the good is is clouded by our fallen nature - If Christ had never come to earth, we would still be in darkness - God has 
revealed through the Bible and through the Catholic Church what is right and wrong - so even when we don’t naturally know right 
from wrong, we can look to the Church to guide us because Christ promised that the Church would forever teach right from 
wrong in matters of faith and morals - now some her leaders, just like some her members, are sinners and have done some evil 
things, but that doesn’t change the Truth of the morality that Christ teaches us through His Church



When historians try to see what a famous person would think about some modern issue, they read all of his or her writings and try to 
ascertain what they would have said - sometimes it is confusing to figure out exactly what someone actually believed based on 
their writings - but if you could ask them in person, you would know what they believed for sure - in some ways this is true of God 
and of the Bible and Jesus - as Catholics we believe that the Bible contains the necessary information for our salvation, but that 
doesn’t mean that it is always easy to understand - hence why we have thousands and thousands of different Christian 
denominations - each has interpreted the Bible slightly differently - as good and useful and inspired as the words of the Old 
Testament are, they are in some ways partial and incomplete - But in Jesus, the Son, who created the universe, spoke not for 
God, but as God

The Gospel for Christmas Day Mass is from the beginning of the Gospel of John - John writes that in the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God - now we don’t have to wonder what Jesus would have said - Jesus is not some 
words written down at some point in history - He is the thee eternal Word - He is God Himself - He is now and forever the full 
revelation of God - we don’t have to depend on a partial revelation of God because in Christ, in the Second Person of the Trinity 
become man, we have the fullness of Revelation, God Himself

Because Jesus has come to earth, because of this full revelation, we who were in darkness have seen a great light - this great light 
came to us as a small, meek, helpless child - the shepherds experience this in a concrete way

Now when I was little we did not live on a farm - I remember visiting my dad’s cousin’s farm - oh, my gosh - when we pulled up we 
couldn’t stand the smell - however, just as dad predicted, we would get used to it - you didn’t even notice it after awhile and you 
didn’t realize you weren’t breathing clean air until you left - I say this because it is good to remember that the shepherds in the 
Bible are shepherds - they probably hadn’t bathed in awhile - they spent their days with smelly animals - thus they probably 
smelled quite horrific - while tending their flock, they did not wear three piece suits - they probably did not have the best manners 
and were probably pretty rough and tumble men

Yet, it was to these people that the angels first announced the coming of the Savior, Jesus Christ - not to the kings, or priests, or Jewish 
leaders, but to some poor smelly shepherds - this is who the angels first announce the greatest birth in all of history to

At first the shepherds were afraid - even so they do what the angels tell them and they are the first to see the Savior of the world
They see not a baby prince in a basinet in a palace, but a child wrapped in swaddling clothes in an animal feeding trough - He who was 

laid in a feeding trough would later become of the Bread of Life that would feed billions in the Eucharist down through the ages
St. Luke records that Mary kept all of these strange events in her heart, in her Immaculate Heart, and reflected on them
Because Jesus came to earth, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds’ lives were changed
Because Jesus came to earth, the angels gave glory to God saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.”
Because Jesus came to earth we have hope of spending eternity with God in heaven surrounding by Love Itself in perfect happiness 

instead of being doomed for sure to spend eternity with Satan in hell
Because Jesus came to earth we celebrate by spending special time with God, family, and friends
Because Jesus came to earth and gave us the gift of Himself and our salvation, we imitate Him by giving ourselves and other gifts to 

those around us
Because Jesus came to earth we come today to Mass to thank Him for that Gift
Because Jesus came to earth we are so very blessed - Merry Christmas


