
Do you remember being maybe 5 or 6 when anything was possible - at that age I wanted to play baseball for the Kansas City 
Royals - now don’t judge me - my grandparents lived in Kansas City - this was despite the fact that I have some of the 
slowest reflexes around - I was going to play basketball for the Iowa State Cyclones even though it seemed like I was only 
2 foot 4 inches - another career path was to work for the CIA as a spy - it’s a good thing I didn’t pursue this because 
subsequent experience on the paintball field has taught me that I have no sense of where people are - I’m always one of 
the first to get shot - I was also going to design cars - I enjoyed drawing them and looking at them

Another thing that interested me was space - I thought it would be great to study space and even be an astronaut - I probably 
wouldn’t have gotten very far in this either since I have a heart murmur left over from my open heart surgery

I do remember as a kid my parents would take us out to the big telescope outside of Ames - we got to look Haley’s Comet through 
the telescope in 1986 - Also you could see so many more stars out in the country than you could in town - I remember 
being amazed at how many stars there were

I enjoyed learning about space, even checkout out books from the library - I suppose I was kind of a nerd - I remember reading a 
couple of books on the Theory of Relativity when I was in eighth grade

Today we celebrate a very special object in space - a star - this star appeared in the night sky about 2000 years ago
The Magi, or wisemen, from the east observe the sky and determine that something special was happening - Matthew’s Gospel is 

the only gospel that mentions the Magi - because Matthew talks about three gifts, it has often assumed that there were 
three Magi

Matthew doesn’t tell us what their names are but according to traditions and legends their names are Melchior, who was a Persian 
scholar; Caspar who was an Indian scholar; and Balthazar who was an Arabian scholar

There is a Catholic tradition of blessing homes on Epiphany - during the blessing prayers are said - incense and holy water are 
used to bless each room of the house - also chalk is used to write above the door the year along with the initials CMB 
written in between - so this year, one would write 20, C, M, B, 15 - CMB stands for “Christus Mansionem Benedicat" which 
means “Christ bless this house.” - it is also the first letter of each of the Magi - if you would like your house bless, call me 
anytime - I would be honored to come and bless your home

The Church of the Nativity is a church built in Bethlehem over the site where Jesus was born - when the Persians came through 
destroying everything in sight in the 7th century, they left the church alone because one of the paintings in the church 
depicted one of the Magi wearing Persian clothing - thus, the church still stands today - I got to see it when I was in the 
Holy Land - I got to touch the marker that marks the place where Jesus was born - the experience was indescribable 

It was on this very spot that the Magi presented their gifts to the Jesus, the King of kings, and not just a wise man, but the source 
of all wisdom

Here they presented him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
As I said in my bulletin article, these three gifts are significant
Gold is not a gift you give to a son of a carpenter - gold is a gift fit for a king - yet Jesus wasn’t just a carpenter’s son, but the King 

of kings
Frankincense was incense that was used during liturgy - Jesus is thee High Priest - He offers the ultimate sacrifice, the sacrifice of 

Himself on the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins



Myrrh was an embalming oil used on the dead - Jesus dies and lays in a tomb for three days - then He rises from the dead so that 
we too might have eternal life through Him

The Magi are the original gift givers - even before Santa Claus - because the gifts of the Magi were given to Jesus on Epiphany, in 
our family, we did gift giving a little differently

My mom would readily admit she is not very good at gift giving - because of this and the fact that you could get some really good 
deals after Christmas, we, as a family, would exchange gifts at Epiphany - so we would celebrate Christmas at my 
grandparent’s house in Kansas City - then when we got home we would do the secret Santa thing and buy a gift for one 
other person in the family - those gifts and some others my parents bought were exchanged on Epiphany

The Magi’s gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh on Epiphany point to who Jesus is and what He would do
The Magi’s gifts point to the fact that Jesus would give the ultimate gift, the gift of Himself to God the Father and to us
It is nice to receive a gift from a loved one, but the ultimate gift we can give them is ourselves - our time, our attention, our energy
As I have mentioned in the past, Vatican II said we are most human, we most fully ourselves, when we make a gift of ourselves to 

another
What did Jesus say? There is no greater gift than to lay down one’s life for a friend (John 15:13)
The bishops have declared today Immigration Sunday - today we celebrate the first non-Jews to worship Jesus - for we too are 

Gentiles, non-Jews - and yet because of Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us on the Cross, we too have found someone to 
worship

Just as Christ laid down His life for us, there may be times in our lives in which we are called to lay down our lives for others - this 
is what Jesus is challenging us to do when He says that there is no greater gift than to lay down one’s life for a friend

Who is our friend? Everyone is our friend in Christ Jesus, even the stranger
Now I know there are a lot of different thoughts, ideas, and politics around immigration and immigration law
God calls us to respect and honor those whom God has put in place to govern us and the laws that they create - however, as 

Catholics we believe there is a higher, natural law, a law written on our hearts, put there by God - ideally the civil law would 
be in line with natural law - for example, almost universally is it known that it is wrong to kill another (innocent) human being 
- we don’t really need civil law to tell us that - it is written on our hearts that human life is precious - and yet, as a nation, we 
have forgotten that this should include the lives of those still in the womb

Before we accuse immigrants of breaking the law, we need to ask first if the law is just - if it is, then they should be expected to 
obey it - if not, then we need to work to have the law changed

In Matthew 25, Christ says to those on His right, the ones bound for heaven, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me.” They responded, “Lord when did we see you a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?” Jesus’ answer is, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph welcomed the Magi and their gifts - we too need to welcome the strangers among us and their gifts and 
talents - if we have to sacrifice some of ourselves, all the better - then we are following in our Savior’s footsteps

There are so many self-help gurus out there - but all we need to know is that we are called to give of ourselves to others - in doing 
so we will find our fullest selves and our greatest joys


