
Jonah and the whale - everybody knows the story of Jonah and the whale - God asks Jonah to witness to the Ninevehites 
the evil and sin they were committing

Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah gets in a boat and goes the opposite direction
A big storm comes up, he tells them to throw him overboard, the captain of the boat says no and has them draw straws - 

Jonah gets chosen anyway and they throw him overboard and the storm goes away
A whale or a big fish eats him in which he is there for three days - afterwards the great fish spits him out and Jonah wisely 

chooses to do what God asked him to do in the first place
So this is where we pick up the story in the first reading
So Jonah goes to Nineveh and tells them that in 40 days Nineveh will be destroyed because of their great sin and 

immorality
Figuring they have nothing to lose, they put on sackcloth and proclaim a fast
Sackcloth was a coarsely woven fabric, usually made of goat hair - so not very comfortable - so wearing one of these and 

fasting was a common way of showing how sorry you were in Biblical times
God sees their contrition, their sorrow, and how they have turned from their evil ways - thus He does not destroy them 

after 40 days
So the people of Nineveh had 40 days to get their act together - notice, they didn’t wait until day 39
Jonah made it very clear how much time they had - we don’t really know how much time we have
St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians says that time is running out
We don’t know how much time we have left - God could call us to our judgment right now - or maybe we have 50 years 

left on this earth - we just don’t know
Thus it is important we focus on eternal things - for as St. Paul is saying, the world in its present form is passing away
In some ways this is easy for us to believe - technology has changed our world, has changed the way we communicate, 

the way we share information
So in some ways, we understand that the present form is passing away - however, I think that has made us more 

concerned about the present, not less - every tweet, every post becomes a big deal - how many people have like 
my post? - how many people have viewed my picture? - because if it doesn't happen now, it isn’t going to happen - 
in an hour my post will be old news

Notice the problem though - it is about us and not the joy we bring to others - it is about my popularity rather than about 
lifting others up

I have to admit, I didn’t read the whole article, but Pope Francis recently said, in my words, get off the cell phone and talk 
to someone face to face - when you are talking face to face, it can’t be about how many likes you get - either the 
person likes what you are saying to them or they don’t - either way, you are investing time and space to this one 
person, which especially in today's world, means a lot



We need to slow down - in some ways, it is a paradox - by slowing down, we better prepare ourselves for a passing world
The question is, “Are we preparing for the short term or the long term?” - because in the very end, this present form is 

passing away - at the end of time, all that will be left is Heaven and Hell - which one are you preparing for? - Have 
you spent time with Jesus? - You invest time in your spouse, in your boyfriend or girlfriend, or another friend and 
this is a good thing, but have you also invested time in Jesus? - Yes, your significant other, your spouse, your friend 
can help make you a better person; they may even point you to Christ, but only Jesus can get you to heaven - 
Have you invested time in Jesus?

I’m talking to myself as well - I too can get caught up in the present - that’s why it is so important that I do my holy hour, 
that I spend my time with Jesus in prayer each day

Are we investing any time in preparing for eternity? - what does our preparation look like? - unfortunately we have less 
time now than we did yesterday

Jesus in the Gospel tells us how to prepare for eternity, for the Kingdom of God - Jesus has a two step program - one, 
repent - two, believe - that’s all there is to it

Kingdom of God is not about territory or land - a kingdom means to be sovereign or rule - so to be in the Kingdom of God, 
one has to let God rule or be sovereign in one’s life - Does God rule your life? - Does He influence what you say 
and do? - have you done the two step program? - Have you repented and believed?

Are we full members of the Kingdom of God?
Have we repented? - Have we desired to change our behavior and asked for the grace to do so? - Are we truly sorry for 

our past sins and failure? - Have we gone to the Sacrament of Reconciliation to reconcile our major sins and 
failures with God?

Have we believed in the Gospel? - Have we believed in the Good News of Jesus Christ? - Again, do we spend time with 
Jesus in prayer? - Is He an important Person in our lives? - Does Jesus affect what you say and do day in and day 
out?

Is Jesus Christ really the best thing that has ever happened in your life? - Do you really believe that Jesus Christ is the 
best thing that can happen to someone else?

If you answer yes to both of these questions, then when was the last time you shared the Gospel with someone? - when 
was the last time you invited someone to Church or to read the Bible together or to listen to some Christian music 
together? - Oh, but Father, I don't have the gift of evangelization - Someone else would do a much better job

OK, think about this for a second - In the Gospel we hear Jesus recruit Simone Peter, Andrew, James, and John to be a 
part of His main disciples, one of His Apostles - these guys weren’t respected priests or theologians - they weren’t 
in advertisement - they were fisherman - what do fisherman know about calling people to join a new religion? - I 
guessing not much - but they did - starting with Jesus, God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit, these Apostles 
have spread Christianity to the ends of the earth - we are called to join that story - we are called to gather in people 



for the Kingdom of God - Peter, James, John, and Andrew were ordinary men whom God asked to do extraordinary 
things - God doesn’t call the equipped - God equips the call

This past week I was in Washington, D.C. for the March for Life - over 500,000 people, mostly Catholics, mostly young 
people told the nation and our congress men and women that they are the pro-life generation - these young people 
gave witness to the Gospel, the Gospel of life, the Gospel of the dignity and worth of each human being no matter 
what stage of development they are in - God is equipping these young people to give witness and to speak out for 
those who can't speak for themselves - God is equipping these young people to do extraordinary things

We too are called to do extraordinary things - and God will give us the grace to be extraordinary - all we have to do is 
belong to the Kingdom of God - all we have to do is repent and believe 


