
When I was little, I would get sick in both the fall and the spring every year - each time I would miss over a week of school
When I was kindergarten, I happened to miss the first two weeks of school
Which was horrible for a shy kid as everyone already knew each other - in fact, they had to start wearing their name tags 

again all because of me
Well the second day of school I started crying late in the morning because the second day seemed longer than the first 

day and I just wanted to go home - I didn’t know how to tell time yet
That’s when a classmate of mine came over to comfort me and she took me to see the teacher
Now granted this was the same girl that two years later tortured me by threatening to kiss me if I didn’t do what she said - 

problem is I had a crush on another girl - but that’s another story for another homily
We all need people to look out for us - to help us get through life - sometimes that help is welcome and sometimes it isn’t - 

sometimes what we truly need is tough love
For most of us, this is first and foremost our parents - it can also be our siblings and friends - sometimes though, it can be 

a stranger
God puts these special people in our lives as a gift to us and to help grow in love of Him and to help us become the best 

version of ourselves
This was true even in the dark period of the southern kingdom, Judah - the kings and many people in the nation did things 

that offended God, that were evil
The author of the first reading says that God, out of compassion, sent messengers, prophets, to warn them and to tell 

them that what they were doing was wrong and evil
The author says that the people mocked the prophets and scoffed and despise God’s warnings
Instead the people put their trust in the outward signs of God such as the temple and the whole city of Jerusalem - they 

used them almost like good luck charms
Because of this, God allowed Jerusalem and the temple to be destroyed 
God wanted them to turn to Him and to Him alone - God wanted the people to love and trust Him - thus He allowed 

Jerusalem and the Temple to be destroyed 
God told them that the land would lie in waste for 70 years - why? - to recover the lost sabbaths - how many sabbaths 

have we lost? - are we still losing sabbaths? - do we take a day to rest to focus on God and all the many gifts He 
has given us? - we do well to start by going to Mass, but what do we do the rest of the day? Do we give the rest of 
the sabbath to Jesus and to resting with God and family and friends - or do we stay busy with work and other 
unnecessary things?

After 70 years of exile, just as the prophet Jeremiah foretold, God has mercy on them - the king of Persia, Cyrus, orders 
the Jewish people to go back to the land of Judah, back to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple 



Now Cyrus was a foreign king - even so, God inspires him to recognize the Lord, the God of heaven, and to send the 
Jewish people back to their land after being exiled for 70 years

Cyrus, again a foreign king, is in someways the Jewish people’s savior - He has mercy on them and restores them to the 
land of their ancestors and restores the Temple, the place of worship

God, using King Cyrus, the king of Persia as an instrument, shows great mercy and love to His people
This is the mercy and love that the author of Ephesians speaks of in the second reading
However, it is not King Cyrus who is the instrument of God’s mercy and love to us, but God Himself, Jesus Christ, the 

Second Person of the Trinity
God shows us this mercy and love even when we are dead in our sins and transgressions, maybe especially when we are 

dead in our sins 
In Christ we rise to new life - God wants to give us joy and kindness and love - God wants to give us the riches of His 

grace - however, sometimes these riches are delayed, maybe even delayed until after we die
God, if He delays His riches, it is because He wants to secure our salvation through hard times - it is usually during the 

hard times that we grow the most in our love and trust of God - not during the easy times
However, if we believe in Jesus, if we are open to His grace, we will do great things
When I was hanging out with some Fundamentalist Christians in college they would often quote to me Ephesians 2:8-9: 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, 
so no one can boast” - they would quote this to say that works don’t matter in our salvation - only faith in Jesus

However, Ephesians says that we are saved by grace through faith - we are saved by grace - obviously, as Catholics we 
agree with the Bible

Grace is a complete gift from God - it is grace that gives us faith, it is grace that propels us to do the works that God wants 
us to do

This is exactly what the next verse says, Ephesians 2:10 - however, the fundamentalist Christians I knew in college would 
never read me this next verse - for Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the 
good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.”

Also James 2:24 says, “See how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.”
So our faith, our reception of God’s love and mercy, must come alive in our actions, in our works - we must do the good 

works God has prepared for us in advance
So in faith, with the help of God’s grace, we work out our salvation - yes, we need faith, but our faith must not be dead - it 

must be alive in the way we live our lives - faith and works are necessary for our salvation, for our getting to heaven
God loves us and wants to give us this help - He wants to give us His saving grace
In the Gospel, Jesus says to Nicodemus, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up so that all who believes in Him may have eternal life.”



In the Old Testament, when the Israelites were wondering around the desert, many of them were dying from snake bites - 
so God had Moses craft and lift up a bronze serpent on a pole - then anyone who looked at the bronze serpent was 
cured of the poisonous snake bite

Jesus is saying that He too will be lifted up, lifted up on the Cross - those who believe in Him will have eternal life and be 
cured of their sins

As we all know from sporting events, John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.”

Jesus did not come to condemn us, but to save us - we must believe and accept God’s love and mercy and let it become 
active in our lives - we must prefer the light of the Truth rather than cling to the darkness and false teachings of the 
world

If we avoid doing evil, then we will have no reason to fear the light - then our good works will be exposed and it will be 
seen that they were done in God

If you haven’t heard, this past week, on the second anniversary of becoming pope, Pope Francis announced a jubilee 
year dedicated to the theme of mercy - Pope Francis said this jubilee of Mercy will begin with the Immaculate 
Conception on December 8, 2015 and last until the feast of Christ the King, November 20, 2016 - so it doesn’t start 
until this coming December - that gives us plenty of time to get ready and to practice

As we continue our Lenten journey, may we remember that both faith and works are necessary - Thus, may we open 
ourselves us to a greater outpouring of God’s grace, love, and mercy - then through our actions, may we pass on 
God’s grace, love, and mercy to others


