
OK. I’m pathetic - I was sad Thursday - My Iowa State Cyclones were seeded 3rd in the NCAA tournament - that means 
that they played one of the 14th seeds - if you don’t follow college basketball, what this means is that Iowa State 
should have easily one - however, they lost by one point - I was actually sad the rest of the day - which is pathetic

As pathetic as my moping around was, a third seed means they should have ideally made it to the Sweet Sixteen - that 
was their projected potential

God creates each one of us with potential and purpose 
Our faith teaches us that our purpose is to love God and our neighbor and to spend eternity with God and the saints in 

heaven - this is our ultimate, our highest purpose
God created us equal, but not the same
He gave us our gender, our genetics, and our potential - we are all equal, but unique - there is no one else like you in the 

world - there has never been another you and there will never be another you
God has created you for a special purpose and with special potentials - in some ways we sin every time we fall short of 

the potential God gave us either by our natural abilities or by the situations we find ourselves in
In the first half of the Old Testament we hear God making covenants with Adam and Eve, with Noah, with Abraham, with 

Moses, and finally with David
In the New Testament, God wants to make a covenant with each one of us - in the first reading, from the prophet 

Jeremiah, we hear about this covenant that God want to make with each one of us - Jeremiah says that God is 
going to write the laws of this new covenant not on stones but on our hearts

We who follow our consciences, who form our consciences well with the teachings of the Catholic Church, will be God’s 
people and He will be our God - if we follow God and our well formed consciences, we will reaching our potential, 
we will be fulfilling our purpose

The Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 51, is written by David after talking with the prophet Nathan - Nathan had expressed to 
King David that God knew that King David had sinned by committing murder and adultery - as you read the Psalm 
you can hear King David’s sorrow and contrition for not living up to his potential and purpose

In Psalm 51, David asks for God’s mercy and forgiveness - He asks God to cleanse him of his sin, to wipe out his offense 
- This is exactly what we should be feeling and expressing when we say the Act of Contrition at the end of our time 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, especially the first part of it

In the second part, the modern version of the Act of Contrition says, “I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin 
no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.” This is what King David expresses in the second stanza of 
today’s Psalm: “A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me. Cast me not out from 
your presence, and your Holy Spirit take not from me.” 

King David is asking God for the chance to start over



In the Bible King David is called a man after God’s heart - and yet King David is a murder and an adulterer - even King 
David, mighty King David, fell and sinned - King David did not live up to his potential and purpose in these 
moments

King David was anointed and blessed when he was a boy, all in preparation of becoming a king - but here, he failed to be 
the king that God wanted him to be and the king the people needed him to be

We too fail God and others, especially our family - we too fail to reach our potential and purpose
In the second reading, the author of the Letter to the Hebrews says that Jesus was made perfect - now Jesus is God and 

God is perfect - therefore, by the common understanding of the word, Jesus was already perfect
But here, the author is talking about purpose - a thing is perfect when it performs and acts as it should - a things is perfect 

when it has fulfilled its potential
Why did God the Father send God the Son to earth? - to suffer and to die - or as the author of Hebrews says, “to be the 

source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him”
Jesus didn’t just get zapped down to earth and appear on the Cross, die, and rise from the dead - no, Jesus had to live a 

normal human life (now it was a life free from sinning) but Jesus still had to experience the earthly death of His 
father Joseph and other normal human sufferings, loses, and pains

He is also rejected by the religious leaders - they even want Him dead - however, He escapes time after time because, as 
St. John says, it is not yet Jesus’ hour

But now, today, we hear Jesus say, “I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? Father, save me from this hour’? But it was 
for this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.”

Jesus still had to face the pain and suffering of not just the Cross, but the path to the Cross - He had to face the pain and 
suffering caused by the betrayal of friends, the scourging at the pillar, the crowning of thorns, the carrying of the 
cross, being nailed to the Cross - even the pain of the Garden of Gethsemane because it was in there that Jesus 
could already foresee what the cost was going to be

His human soul didn’t want to face what was ahead - but Jesus saw each one of us in that garden - He saw that we would 
be lost to our sins unless He saved us - His divine will, His desire to save each one of us from our sins and 
possession by the Devil, taught His human will, demanded that His human will, comply to the desire of the One 
who sent Him, God the Father - this is what it means to say that Jesus “learned obedience from what He suffered”

Even now, even before the Passion starts, Jesus knows His purpose - as the author of Hebrews writes years after Jesus’ 
Crucifixion, death, and resurrection, it was Jesus’ obedience in doing what He had come to earth to do that He 
fulfilled His purpose, that He was made perfect

So many times we face moments of death in our lives - it may not be physical death, but maybe spiritual or emotional 
death - Do we run from it or do we face it with the help and grace of Christ? 



Do we trust God enough to allow a part of us to die? Do we trust God enough to die to our plans, our desires, our wants? 
Do we trust that if we die that the One who brought about the salvation of many from the grisly death of the One will 
bring about our resurrection too?

Do we believe that our full potential, that our purpose, that our perfection will only be realized if we first die to ourselves?
What is the purpose of a grain of wheat? It only fulfills its purpose if it falls to the ground and dies - Jesus too was hung on 

the Cross and died, was buried in the ground for three days, rose to new life in order to produce the fruit of our 
salvation

It is OK to die in small ways in this life - it is OK to even physically die in this life for God as the martyrs knew - for it is 
really the life after this that matters, our eternal life

So do we serve ourselves, Satan, or God?
The Father reaffirms His Son one more time. “I have glorified it and I will glorify it again.”
When we read the news, it seems like Satan rules the earth - we hear about so much evil - but it will not be that way 

forever - in the end Jesus wins - we know that Satan will be driven out
Now that Jesus has risen from the dead, He draws each one of us to Himself - the question is, are you going answer 

Jesus’ call? - are you going to die to self and rise again to serve Him? - this is the only way to fulfill your potential, 
to fulfill your purpose, to reach your perfection

Jesus says in Matthew 5:48: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” - we do this by following our Savior’s 
example and by calling on the very graces He won for us on the Cross - we do this by dying to self, by admitting 
our sins and failures, by asking for forgiveness and mercy from God and from others

It is then, and only then, that we will produce the fruit that God uniquely created us to produce - God wants you to, and the 
world needs you to, reach your potential, to become perfect in the role created for you alone


