
What’s up with sports? - Why is it that I remember being an Iowa State Cyclone fan for as long as I can remember? Why 
do I still yell at the TV sometimes? Why do parents drive all over the state to watch their children play sports, but 
they won’t drive an extra 15 minutes to further their’s or their children’s spiritual life? Why are sports such a big 
deal?

Yes, kids that participate in extra curricular activities tend to do better in life, at least by the world’s standards
But I think there is something else that is going on - I think sports is the new religion - it used to be that the local church 

was the center of society - that’s why in some bigger towns you would have the Irish Catholic Church on one block 
and the German Catholic Church on the next block - around here it was towns - one town was Irish and the next 
town was German

See, I believe we all have a desire to be part of something bigger than ourselves - instead of religion or nationality or 
whatever, today we rally around our high school teams, our college teams, and our professional teams - they 
provide inspiration, they provide something to rally around, something bigger than just ourselves

The disciples of Jesus were no different - for centuries God, through prophets and others, told the Jewish people that a 
savior would come and save them - now for reasons I shall not go into now, they thought the savior or messiah 
would and save them from being ruled over by the Romans and would establish a new Jewish kingship, one 
independent of any foreign rule - I suppose you could equate it to what George Washington was for the United 
States, but even more so - not only was this a political thing, but a religious thing

Remember at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, Andrew declared to his brother Simon, “Come, we have found the 
Messiah.” - the Apostles really did think that Jesus had come to overthrow the Roman rule in Israel and that Jesus 
would establish an earthly kingship

However, one of the problems is that Jesus really hadn’t done anything too kingly - He healed people, forgave them their 
sins, and told the Jewish religious leaders that they were corrupt, but none of these things seemed to point to 
things they thought the Messiah was going to do

In some ways that all changes in the Gospel we heard <over at the school, down the basement, outside> - what is 
imminent domain? - the idea that the government can take private property for public use - this is even more true in 
a monarchy - in some ways, everything in the kingdom belongs to the king

So when Jesus asks the Apostles to go to the opposite village and get a colt, they didn’t think, “Is Jesus out of His mind? 
Why is He telling us to steal a colt? Doesn’t He know stealing is wrong?” - No, they instead thought, “It is about 
time. He is finally acting like a king, like the Messiah. He is finally taking a colt and riding it into Jerusalem just like 
the Messiah is suppose to.”

The people too were excited by the prospect - that is why once the Apostles told them what they were doing, the 
bystanders let them just take the colt - this is why, when Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the back of the colt, they are 
excited - they put leafy branches on the road in front of Him as a sign of honor



They really do think the Messiah has come, the Messiah that is going to overthrow the Roman rule in Israel and establish 
a new kingdom, a kingdom in line with the greatest monarch Israel ever had, King David - thus, they cry out, 
“Hosanna. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to 
come! Hosanna in the highest!”

In hindsight we know this is not true - Yes, Jesus is the Messiah - But He came to save us from our sins, not from Roman 
rule - yes, He came to establish a Kingdom - But not an earthly kingdom over the land of Israel, but an eternal 
Kingdom in Heaven

But most importantly, Jesus wasn’t going to do this through force or military might - instead He accomplishes all this 
through pain and suffering

The antiphon for the Psalm should be familiar to us - They are the words Jesus said on the Cross: “My God, my God, why 
have you abandoned me?”

Now some people, even some theologians believe that Jesus really felt abandoned by God - however, I don’t buy that - 
Jesus is God so how could He be abandoned by God

Now I’m not saying that Jesus didn’t feel emotional suffering - all of His friends did abandon Him except for His mother 
and the Apostle John - however, do any of you have friends that can recite the dialogue of whole movie scenes 
word for word? I had two such friends in college who, between the two of them, could do just that - I don’t know 
how they did in school, but someone would say something that would remind them of some scene and then from 
memory, they would quote the whole scene - sometimes they would start laughing even before they finished the 
scene or got to the punch line

Now Jesus was a good Jew - He would have prayed the Psalms His whole life - by this time in His life, He probably had 
all 150 of the Psalms memorized - He too could reference the whole psalm from just from one key line 

Psalm 22, the psalm for today starts with the line: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” - so I believe, when 
Jesus said these words, He wasn’t saying that He felt that God had just abandoned Him, but rather, by saying one 
line, the first line, He was conveying the message of all of Psalm 22 - did not the first stanza happen to Jesus - did 
not people mock Him and tell Him if He was really God, to rescue Himself? - did not the third stanza happen? - did 
they not cast lots for Jesus’ clothing

And yet, how does the psalm end? - “I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise 
you: ‘You who fear the LORD, praise him; all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all you 
descendants of Israel!’”

So I believe, by saying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus is really praising God the Father and giving 
Him glory because He knows, despite how it looks now with Him hanging on the Cross, in the end, all will be good

This does not mean we shouldn’t reference this psalm or Jesus’ time on the Cross when we ourselves feel abandoned - 
no, we should reference it all the more - in those moments, when we feel alone or abandoned, as the psalmist 



knew and as Jesus knew, the objective truth is God is there with us all the time no matter how we feel; if we 
abandoned or not

Jesus deserves to be treated as He was treated when He entered Jerusalem - He deserves to be treated as King and 
Lord of our lives - He deserves our respect and reverence and worship - He deserves to be treated as our God

However, 2000 years ago, Jesus did not demand that He be treated that way - rather, as Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
says, “Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.” 
This does not mean that Jesus gave up trying to be regarded as God - rather He gave up being treated as God - 
instead of demanding respect, He empties Himself and even dies on the Cross for our sake

So on this Passion Sunday, on this Palm Sunday, we need to treat God more the way the people of Jerusalem treated 
Jesus on Palm Sunday and less like they did on Good Friday

However, it is because of Good Friday that Jesus came into Jerusalem and experienced Palm Sunday - it was for us and 
for the forgiveness of our sins that Jesus went through His life, death, and resurrection - it is out of love for each 
one of us that Jesus emptied Himself of all He deserved and became our slave, our slave to the point of death

He wants so badly to spend eternity with you in heaven - He loves us that much
However, He isn’t going to force us to love Him because then it wouldn’t truly be love - instead all He does is die on the 

Cross for us so that by His grace, we can become holy - so that we can become a part of something much bigger 
than ourselves - so that we can become a part of the family of God forever in heaven

Even though we can’t always see it, this is ultimately what our hearts desire - to be in union with God forever - nothing 
else will ever satisfy - As St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee O Lord.”

This Holy Week, spend some extra time in prayer - spend some time to be in union with something greater than 
ourselves: God


