
My brother and I used to wrestle when we were young - we would cry, “Mercy!” when we were ready to admit defeat
What does mercy mean? - the dictionary on my computer says, “compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is 

within one’s power to punish or harm” - what a great definition
Saint Pope John Paul II established this Sunday, the second Sunday of Easter, as Divine Mercy Sunday - he did this on April 30, 

2000, at the canonization of Saint Faustina, a Polish saint who had a great devotion to the Divine Mercy of Jesus
In 2001, Saint Pope John Paul on Divine Mercy Sunday, recalled that Jesus said to Saint Faustina: “Humanity will never find peace 

until it turns with trust to Divine Mercy” - Saint Pope John Paul II continued, “Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the 
Church receives from the risen Christ and offers to humanity.”

Divine Mercy is a great gift - I think we often overlook the greatness of this gift - it is so easy to do
Sometimes there are, but often there are no tangible consequences to our sins - As I have quoted before, Romans 6:23 says, “For 

the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Every time we sin, it is a detriment to our soul - every time we sin, we injure or kill our soul, depending on whether we commit a 

venial or a mortal sin
If we want to see the seriousness of our sins, just look to the Cross, or better yet, go through the Stations of the Cross
We don’t deserve to go to heaven - we are all sinners - you, me, all of us - nothing can get us there except Jesus’ Divine Mercy
It was out of compassion and forgiveness, but all love, that Jesus died on the Cross for our sins
We deserve God’s punishment - but in some ways, it is not God’s punishment - it is our own
It is out of our own free will that we sin - it is out of our own free will that we choose not to accept Christ’s love and forgiveness; 

Christ’s Divine Mercy
God does not force His mercy and forgiveness upon us - He does not force salvation upon us - He does not force us to go to Heaven
Love never forces anything - love always invites 
That is what Jesus does with St. Thomas - St. Thomas was a loner - he may have even been shy
After the disappointment of Good Friday, after the Crucifixion, the Apostles gathered in a room behind locked doors out of fear of the 

authorities and weak faith - there were 10 of them because Judas had killed himself and Thomas was not with them
So on Easter morning Jesus appears to them and says, “Peace be with you.”
How many times each day do we need to hear Jesus says those words to us? - “Peace be with you.”
“Peace be with you.” - Peace was not coming - they were afraid of the authorities and now the person whom they loved had just 

walked through a locked door and appeared to them - peace and calm was the last thing on their mind
And yet, Jesus says, “Peace be with you” and shows them His hands and feat - this is the one place where we know that they nailed 

Jesus to the Cross instead of just tying Him as the Romans were known to also do
He repeats Himself to let His words sink into the hearts of His Apostles - eventually, He calms their fears and gives them peace - a 

peace that lets them know He forgives them of their weak faith over the last couple of dark days - peace that knows that God 
loves us and that we can trust Him with our lives

Thomas was also a skeptic and a pessimist - even after the witness of the 10 other Apostles, the women that saw Jesus Easter 
morning, and even the two disciples that saw Jesus on the way to Emmaus, even after all of these reports of seeing Jesus 
alive, Thomas did not believe them



Thomas loved Jesus - before, when they were first leaving for Jerusalem, Thomas encourages them to go with Jesus to die with Him 
(John 11:16) - Thomas lacked the courage to stand with Jesus in His passion and crucifixion - he withdrew from the other 
Apostles after Jesus’ death - in this time of trial and adversity, he sought loneliness instead of fellowship - this was a mistake

A week later Jesus gives Thomas all the proof he needs
Thomas’ act of faith goes beyond sight and touch when he declares Jesus his Lord and God
Faith is our assent to what we can’t see or touch - Hebrews 11:1: “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and the evidence of 

things not seen.”
This is important especially for us - we don’t see Jesus the way the disciples were privileged to; Jesus in the flesh
Believing is more important than seeing - lots of people saw Jesus and ended up not believing in Him
We need to be a community that is one in heart and mind - we need to be faithful to the teachings of the Catholic Church - we should 

regard her teachings in the matters of faith and morals to be the teachings of Christ Himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
free of error

This does not mean, despite the first reading, that we have to be communist - Catholic Christian communes were tried in the 70’s - I 
know people who were a part of them - they tried to live like the Christians described in the first reading - they tried to share 
everything - however they have all dissolved - besides, long before that, the Catholic Church clarified that private property is a 
right that every individual has - so we don’t have to have share in common all of our material goods

However, again, we should hold in common all our beliefs - plus we should, we should make sure that our brothers and sisters in 
Christ have what they need to live: food and shelter

We are not meant to live in isolation, but in community - we are called to accept Christ’s love and to love Him back in community - we 
are called to follow His commandments in community

St. John says in the second reading that we will conquer the world - not through strength or military might, but through faith - that our 
faith will lead to victory - we achieve this victory every time we choose God’s ways over the ways of the world - we achieve 
this victory every time we follow God’s commandments

St. John says these commandments, God’s ways, are not burdensome - if we could see reality for what it truly is - if we could see 
things the way God sees them, we would see how sin is defeat and God’s commandments are victory

So we need to be like Thomas - we need to have faith in not just the things we see and touch, but in the greater reality of Jesus 
Christ

We need to recognize the radical Divine Mercy and forgiveness that Jesus extends to us - we need to accept this Divine Mercy so 
that we can becoming more loving towards God, towards ourselves, and towards others

In doing this and following God’s commandments, we will be victorious over sin within ourselves and sin in the world
We already know that Christ is victorious over death, evil, and the world - the question is, “What part are you going to play in that 

victory?”


