
Kids are not dumb - I don’t know if they do it around here, but I’ve been at sporting events where they didn’t keep score - however, all of 
the kids who played know which team won and which team lost

In some ways, we live in an affirmation society - if you tell someone they are wrong, you are labeled a hater, bigot, raciest, or oppressor
We are told we need to affirm people in who they are and what they are doing no matter what they are doing
We are even told by other Christians that Jesus loved everyone and we should love everyone no matter who they are and what they are 

doing - that’s what Jesus would do, right? - When we read the Gospel, when we read about the things that Jesus did when He was 
living with a human body here on earth, He just loved people and never judged them, right? He never ticked anyone off or upset 
them, right?

Wrong - Jesus did that all the time - He was always telling the Pharisees and the Sadducees that they were awful, selfish leaders - He told 
tons of people they were flat out wrong

The woman caught in adultery He not only said, “Neither do I condemn you,” but He then also added, “Go and sin no more.” - in other 
words, change your life - your current life is evil and sinful - leave it behind

The young man who asked what he needed to do to gain eternal life - Jesus said to go and sell everything and follow Him - For young 
man, Jesus needed all or nothing

Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers outside of the temple
The most basic law of logic is something cannot both be and not be at the same time and in the same way - I cannot both exist and not 

exist at the same time - the sum of 3+5 cannot both be 8 and 9
This is also true of religion
Since all religions believe different things, logic dictates that they cannot all be right - now they could all be wrong, but they can’t all be right
I believed that all religions were basically the same after reading A Brief History in Time by Stephen Hawkins - you may know who he is - 

he moves around in a wheel chair and speaks through a synthesizer - he is one of the leading physicists of our time - he is also 
what we philosophically call a gross materialist - this means that the only things that exist in reality are made of matter and energy - 
so not spirits, no ghosts, no god or gods, no angels, no miracles - I believed all religions were equal - I believed that all religions 
were equal paths to the same ultimate being, to a god who might or might not be like the Christian God - but simple logic dictates 
that this is insane to believe this

This is also true of morals - something cannot both be right and not right at the same time and in the same way
Killing innocent human life cannot both be OK and not OK - Obviously, I’m thinking of murder and abortion
Jesus did not take on human nature, be born of virgin, get scourged, die on a Cross, and rise again just to make us feel good about 

ourselves no matter what we do
No, Jesus did all those things and more out of love for us and His desire for us to love Him back
At it’s core, love is not about feelings, but about commitment
Because Jesus loves us, He wants us to know and love Him, to know and love the Truth, to know and love reality as it truly is
To do this, to know Him, to know the Truth, to know reality as it truly is, we are going to also need to know what is not of Him, what is not 

the Truth, to know what is not reality
Not only did Jesus judge people and their actions upsetting them and tell them they were wrong, but His Apostles and early disciples did 

too
In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter has just given a speech and cured some people and then because of that, 5000 

some Jews were converted to Christianity



Now the Jewish leaders did not like losing 5000 followers so they started to question Peter about what he was up to - 5000 people is a lot - 
Peter wasn’t just standing on some street corner and like 5 weird people stopped to listen but the majority of the people ignored him 
- no, quite the opposite - Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, was getting massive amounts of people to convert to Christianity - he 
was poaching Jews left and right

So Saint Luke says that St. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answered the Jewish leaders by telling them, “Yes, I healed this man in the 
name of Jesus Christ, the Nazorean”

Peter adds, “whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man stands before you healed.”
Peter accuses them of being responsible for the death of Jesus, the very man who now after His death and resurrection, through Peter, 

has the power to heal this man of being a cripple
Peter goes on to say, “He is the stone rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.” - Peter flat out tells them they 

were wrong - they were wrong about who Jesus was and is
Peter finishes by telling them who Jesus is: “There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to 

the human race by which we are to be saved.”
Either Peter is wrong or right - if Jesus was a liar, then Peter is a liar and we should walk away from Christianity as fast as possible - if 

Jesus is right, if Peter is right, then we must cling, love, and have faith in Jesus if want to be saved
There is no other option - saying Jesus is a prophet or a good example, a good moral person to follow and emulate is logically not possible 

- if Jesus was lying, then He is a liar and thus not someone to follow or emulate
If we are saved, we are saved through Jesus - if this is true, even though other religions contain some part of the ultimate Truth that is 

Jesus - and they must or people would not believe in them, then they are all fundamentally wrong
It is a great blessing to be a Catholic Christian, to have access to the fullness of Truth - we didn’t do anything to deserve it - God has given 

us a great gift - don’t squander it - it is a great gift to be chosen
The Catholic Church teaches that those who through no fault of their own, have not come to believe and to become a Catholic Christian 

may be saved, as long as they are faithful to the Truth as far as they know it and are obedient to their conscience which is the Holy 
Spirit already speaking to their souls

As Saint John reminds us in the second reading, God the Father loves us and has bestowed on us the gift of being His child - because of 
His love, because of the protected inspiration of the Holy Spirit on the Catholic Church, we have insight into reality as it truly is

Do you know someone who looks at life through rose colored glasses? - sometimes they can be kind of annoying, right or right? - the 
Catholic colored glasses don’t obscure reality, but rather it helps us to see reality for what it truly is - our Catholic faith allows us to 
see reality as it truly is

God loves us and thus wants us, and the whole world, to see things as they really are - at the end of time, everyone will see reality as it 
truly is whether they believe or not

Jesus is the Good Shepherd - He loves His sheep - He laid down His life for His sheep
We are His sheep - He loves us and guides us - in order to do that, sometimes He needs to tell us that what we are doing is wrong or even 

evil - but if we are to know that, we must first listen - we must listen to our Good Shepherd
How do we listen to the voice of our Lord, of our Good Shepherd? Yes, we need to pray, to even pray in silence and listen to the small still 

voice of God
But we also listen to the Good Shepherd in the Sacred Words of the Bible - we listen to the Good Shepherd in the teachings of the Catholic 

Church - we hear the Good Shepherd in the voice of successor of St. Peter, the pope, Pope Francis



It is OK to judge others’ actions - what we cannot judge is the state of their soul - we cannot determine if they are bound for heaven or hell - 
only God can do that - however, actions are public things - we can judge if our own actions or the actions of others are good or evil

Jesus did this all the time - we are called to do this too - As Christians we are called to be our brother’s, our sister’s keeper - we are to 
lovingly help them grow in holiness

This also means we need to be able to receive correction in humility - we can’t judge others for supposedly judging us - rather take their 
correction to pray and ask God if their comments have any merit - if not, ignore it - if so, thank God and maybe even thank them 
and then work to change for the better

Jesus, Good Shepherd guides and protects His flock from evil - sometimes Jesus does this through others - sometimes He does through 
you and me - there is no reward in heaven for being the most liked - the Bible in James 5:20 says there are rewards for those who 
loving correct their brothers and sisters in Christ

We need to break out of the affirmation society - we need to break away from religious and moral relativism which are both illogical
We need be the voice of the Good Shepherd and lovingly give correction to others
But most importantly, we need to be the ears of the humble sheep and hear the voice of the Good Shepherd - we need to be humble 

enough to graciously receive correction - we need to realize it is not a statement of our worth - that is already been declared to be 
infinite based on Jesus actions on the Cross for our salvation 

Only then will we become the great holy, loving, real persons God created us to be because we will be able to see the reality, the Truth, as 
it really is


