
As I was reading the Gospel for today, I realized I don’t know anything, anything about suffering - I mean I do, but not 
really

My dad’s father died before I was born - my dad’s mother died when I was about 6 or 7 - old enough to kind of know what 
is going on, but not old enough to really know fully what death meant - my mom’s dad passed away when I was at 
World Youth Day in Germany in 2005 - when I got the message, I asked if I should come home for the funeral - I 
was told not to

My mom’s mother, my parents, and all of my siblings are still alive - growing up, I never lost a classmate - when my 
brother was in high school, he lost two classmates, one a close friend - but not me

Every month of my priesthood I have seen what sadness death brings - so I know what the death of a loved one looks 
like, but I don’t know if I can really say I know what it feels like

The last time we see Nicodemus, Jesus was telling him he needed to born again, born again in the water and the Holy 
Spirit

Now we see him and Joseph of Arimathea taking Jesus’ body down from the Cross - tradition tells us that before they 
buried Jesus’ body, they placed the lifeless body in Mary, Jesus’ mother’s arms

Again, I can’t even imagine the sadness those three felt at that moment
So much fear and hated lead up to this moment - and yet are we so different? - it is easy in retrospect to point figures at 

the veracity of hate that the Jewish leaders had for Jesus
At one point Pilate asks the chief priests, “Shall I crucify your king?” - the chief priests respond, “We have no king but 

Caesar.”
Now ever since the time of Moses, God had made it clear that He wanted to be the Israel’s king - they asked over and 

over again for an earthly king instead - God warns them that the king will not always treat them well, but they ask 
for one anyways

Finally God gives them King David - David was a great king, but some of his descendants did not treat the people well
In Jesus’ time, the Israelites were not self ruling, but had come under the rule of the Romans, which they despised - so it 

is ironic and tragic that the leaders of the Jewish people declare that Caesar, the Roman emperor as their king 
instead of Jesus, God Himself, the rightful king of the Jewish people - and not just the Jewish people, but the 
rightful king of all of us

How many times do we choose something as king of our lives over Jesus? Sports, money, fame, reputation - how many 
times do we, just as the people did 2000 years ago, reject Jesus as Lord and King of our lives?

When we think of the events that lead up to this one, how can we possibly call this Good Friday?
When we think of the arrest, the scourging, the crown of thorns, the carrying of the Cross, the Crucifixion - how can any of 

this be called good?



We call it good because out of this ultimate tragedy, out of all of the pain, suffering, and loss of blood that Jesus endured 
comes the infinite mercy and forgiveness of God

Only someone who has human nature could suffer - only someone who is divine could bridge the gap between us and 
God

It is only in Jesus and His suffering and death on the Cross that hope for true love and forgiveness is possible 
It is only in Jesus and His suffering and death on the Cross that we can receive the forgiveness of our all of our sins and 

the grace to truly be holy 
It is only in Jesus and His suffering and death on the Cross that we can receive the grace we need to be saved and spend 

eternity with God in heaven
Love and mercy literally poured out of His side when the soldier’s lance pierced Jesus side and and blood and water 

flowed out
In the blood and water that flowed from Jesus side come the two great Sacraments of baptism and Eucharist
The soldier’s lance breached the wall of the Temple of God, Jesus’ body
From these two great Sacraments that we, the Church, is born
So it was from His side that Jesus fashioned the Church, His Bride, the Bride of Christ; just as Eve was fashioned from 

the side of Adam when God took the rib out of Adam’s side
God took the rib when Adam was in a deep sleep - so was Christ’s body after His death on the Cross
Today, we mourn not only all the pain and suffering and evil that heaped on Jesus 2000 years ago, but we mourn all of the 

pain, suffering, and evil in our own lives and in the whole world
Today, we, the body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, that was born from Jesus’ side have hope 
We have hope that through the new life, the love, mercy, and forgiveness that Jesus extends to us from the Cross will 

transform us to extend love, mercy, and forgiveness to others 
Today is a good day because of Christ - today is Good Friday


