
In my high school, we took chemistry our senior year
I understood the concepts and reactions pretty well, but the labs were a challenge - I have never been good taking a process and 

producing something with my hands - I seem to have failed a lot more than I’ve succeeded - maybe this is where my fear of 
cooking comes from

Any way, my chemistry lab partner in high school and I used to say we were more powerful than God because we could create mass 
during our experiments - we would end up with more mass at the end of our experiments than what we started with 

We know from Einstein’s famous equation: E=mc^2 that mass and energy are interchangeable - however, if you solve for the mass, 
you will see it takes a lot of energy to create a little mass, specifically because the amount of energy is divided by the speed 
of light squared which is 3 times 10 to the 8th power squared which is 9 times 10 to the 16th power

The point is, this would not account for the gain in mass in my high school chemistry labs - we were obviously doing something 
wrong

However, philosophically, can something come from nothing? - the answer seems to be no 
This past week I watched the movie, “God is not Dead” with the kids from Currie - this was after going with some of them to the 

Newsboys concert last Sunday - I had forgotten how loud those concerts were - the Newsboys sing the title song from the 
movie

At one point in the movie, the protagonist states that both the theist (someone who believes in there is a god) and the atheist 
(someone who believes there is no god) are obligated to answer the same question, how they came into being? How come 
there is a universe instead of there not being a universe?

As the movie put it, we can’t prove God’s existence - it still requires faith, but we can show that believing in God is not intellectual 
suicide

Everything in the known universe seems to have a beginning and an end - everything seems to come from something else - if 
scientists are right, then where did the material, the stuff, for the Big Bang come from?

Science can search, study, and discover what happened after the Big Bang, but it cannot tell us what happened before the Big Bang
Science tells us you cannot create matter and energy - and yet here the universe is and here we are
So where did the universe come from? - this is something beyond science - it universe cannot tell you where it came from - this is an 

area where our senses and our scientific instruments cannot reach
Now we are in the realm of philosophy and theology
If the existence of the universe, if the existence of time, space, energy, and matter cannot explain themselves, then that leaves room 

for a creator
We believe that God is that creator and Jesus Christ is His only Son - not only is He a creator, but a lover - that He didn’t just put the 

universe into motion and then forget about it - no, He created the universe for us humans to live in so that He could shower us 
with His love and we could learn to love Him back

God is the uncreated Creator - God isn’t created, but He created all things
As Catholics, we believe that there would be no universe, there would be no you and me without God and His infinite love - it is out of 

His infinite love that He created you so that out of your own free choice, out of your own free will, you would chose to love 
Him back



This is another thing science can’t touch - science can’t tell us why we exist - as I have said before, I think this why suicide rates are 
what they are - in a increasingly atheistic society, more and more people struggle to find the reason for their existence - when 
they find none, they give up all hope and zest for life - I know I have quoted this before, but the Baltimore Catechism taught 
many generations that the reason God made us was quote: “God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this 
world and to be happy with Him forever in the next.”

Without God, without His love, there would be no universe, there would be no you and me
How does Jesus put it in the Gospel? - “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 

because without me you can do nothing.” - without God, we wouldn’t even exist - without God, we can do nothing - that goes 
for those of us who believe in Him and those who don’t believe Him

If God were to forget about you for one second, you would cease to exist - poof, into thin air - God created you, and He continues to 
sustain your existence at each moment

It is God the Father, the Vine Grower, and Jesus, the Vine, who sustains us in our existence
Just like the universe, God didn’t just create you and let you go - He sustains us constantly - some you might be asking, how can this 

be? - I have had some pretty bad moments in my life - how can a loving God allow this to happen?
That’s just it - God doesn’t desire evil things to happen, but sometime He allows them for our greater good
Remember, God’s goal is get us to believe in Him without trampling on our free will and getting us to Heaven to be with Him forever
Sometimes God allows bad things to happen to us to prune us and so prepare us to bear even greater fruit in the future
We cannot always see the end game as God can - it is not fun to dredge through rough times - however, God’s goal is not to make 

our life easy or even fun, but to make us holy and to make us into saints
It is has been shown time and time again that for a lot of us, this is best accomplished through pain and suffering
That is why, when we are being pruned, when we are being tried, when we have setbacks, it is then, when it would make sense that 

our faith was the weakest, that we need to most remain in Jesus
***If we are to bear fruit, we must remain in Jesus - if we are going to be successful not by the world’s standards, by the standards of 

fame and money, but by the standard of holiness, then we are going to need to remain in Jesus - for we are not the vine, 
Jesus is - we are the branches

God the Father knows He is the Vine Grower - God the Son, Jesus, knows He is the Vine - God the Holy Spirit knows He is the water 
that passes from the vine into the branches - God knows who He is and that we are the branches - However, sometimes I’m 
not sure we know we are the branches - sometimes we act like we think we are the Vine Grower or the Vine - What do we 
know and believe in our hearts?

In the second reading, St. John says that God is greater than our hearts and knows everything - God knows us better than we know 
ourselves

God’s commandment is to believe in Jesus and to keep His commandments - this is how we remain in Jesus - this is how we bear 
great fruit - this is how we remain in Jesus and Jesus in us - this is how we know that the Holy Spirit is alive in our hearts - if 
we live out our faith - St. John says, “Children, let us love not in word and speech, but in deed and truth - actions speak louder 
than words



However, sometime I, and think a lot of Christians, use this is as a cop-out - yes, actions speak louder than words, but sometimes we 
need to give speech to the Truth of Jesus Christ - the early Christians didn’t just go around doing great things in the name of 
Jesus Christ, but they gave long speeches and entered into verbal debates defending the idea that Jesus is God, the Second 
person of the Trinity who lived, died, and rose again for the forgiveness of our sins and our possible eternal life in heaven

In the first reading, St. Luke records in the Acts of the Apostles that St. Paul spoke boldly in the name of Jesus - when was the last 
time you spoke boldly about Jesus? - even if it was to ask someone not to use the Lord’s name in vain at work or some other 
public place

St. Luke records that St. Paul spoke so boldly that the Hellenists not only lost the debates with him, but they even tried to kill him
It is reasonable to believe in God, to believe in Jesus - faith and reason are not at odds - science can only answer so much - it is our 

faith that makes sense of the rest, of the big picture
It is not unreasonable to believe in God and in Jesus - in fact in makes perfect sense to believe in Jesus - this is what St. Paul came 

to believe - that’s why after his conversion, he became a Jesus freak
Do you believe that Jesus is who He says He is? Do you believe that Jesus is God and lived, died, and rose again for our salvation? 

- then let us be a bunch of Jesus freaks in all that we say and do


