
When my youngest sister was in college, she was part of a dorm floor that purposely paired roommates from different parts of the 
world

Her roommate was from Japan - now my sister was born to my parents so she is Caucasian - so one day during class, they were 
talking about mixed race families

My sister said she thought to herself, “Wow, that is so cool.” Then it hit her a couple of moments later: “Oh, wait. I’m part of a mixed 
race family."

Our family was just our family - to her it just was - it was what she knew - it was her normal - thus, it took a moment for her to realize 
that our family was different, was special in a way a lot of families aren’t 

What about our spiritual family, our church family, the Family of God? - I’ve heard it said that Sunday morning is the most racially 
segregated time of the week

I love being Catholic - I know I have mentioned this before, but when I went to Mass in Kenya, when I went to Mass in Germany, I 
didn’t know what they were saying exactly, but I knew what they were saying and doing because the Mass is so universal

That’s what the word “Catholic” means, it means “universal” - the Catholic church is meant for everyone
Right after Pentecost, the early Christians had to deal with this
Jesus was a Jew - The Apostles were Jews - the first 2/3 of the Bible was written by Jews for Jews
In a couple of weeks, we will be celebrating Pentecost - Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles and disciples and 

they began to speak boldly about Jesus Christ in public - this radical indwelling of the Holy Spirit happened to the Apostles 
who again, were Jews

Because of this and other things, some people in the early Church thought someone had to become Jewish first in order to be a 
Christian - one could convert - you didn’t have to be a Jew by birth, but they thought you had to follow the Jewish law and 
customs in order to be Christian

In the first reading, Peter witnesses the Holy Spirit coming upon Gentiles, non-Jews - and what happens? - The Gentiles begin to 
speak in tongues and glorifying God

This sounds a lot like what happened at Pentecost, among the Jewish believers in Christ - now the same thing in happening with the 
Gentiles, the non-Jews - it was like a second Pentecost only now with non-Jews

Peter, the first Pope, sees this and recognizes the work of the Holy Spirit - He’s like, "If God wants to give the Gentiles the Holy Spirit, 
who am I to say they can’t be Christians, part of the Church?" - St. Luke records Peter saying, “Can  anyone withhold the 
water form baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we have?”

St. Luke then says Peter ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
I don’t know if it really caught on around here, but in the 70’s and 80’s the Charismatic movement entered the Catholic Church - there 

have been many blessings that have come out of the Charismatic movement
However, some in the movement have come to believe that being slain the spirit, talking in tongues, or other such things are more 

important than Baptism and the other Sacraments
This is not true - Peter, the first Pope, makes it clear that receiving the Holy Spirit is not enough - we need to be baptized just as 

Jesus instructed in John 3:5; that we are to be baptized in the Holy Spirit AND water



In Matthew 28, right before He ascended, Jesus instructed His disciples to go and baptize all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

It is clear from the teachings of Jesus and from movement of the Holy Spirit that the Gospel is meant not just for Jews, but for all 
people

We are not Jews - nor do we have to become Jews in order to believe and participate in the family of Jesus Christ - we need to be 
thankful that the early Christians received this truth from God

How very blessed we are to be Catholic Christians - how blessed we are to know the Truth of Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church
But Jesus didn’t just die for you and me - He died for everyone - He desires the salvation of all souls - He desires that everyone know 

the Truth of the Gospel
Jesus loves everyone - part of loving someone means helping to them to see the Truth, to help them see reality, to see things for the 

way they really are
Parents do this all the time - they teach their kids that it is not good to cross the street without looking - we put up barriers because 

we know the harm that could come to them if they fell down the stairs - they’re oblivious to the danger - they're just happy 
they’ve learned how to walk - they just walk as fast as they can in one direction because they can - to them, it doesn’t matter 
where they go or what they run into - or when you hold onto a child as they squirm in your arms - if you did what they wanted 
and let go, they would fall to the floor and get hurt - loving someone doesn’t always mean doing what they want you to do - 
loving them often involves doing what they don’t want you to do

This is the definition of love - willing the good of the other
God did not command us to be kind to one another - some people are just annoying - some personalities just don’t jive well with our 

personality - God didn’t command us to spend lots of time with them - God did command us to love them and will their good
In the second reading, St. John says we ought to love one another because love is begotten by God and knows God - God is love
We know this to be true - God the Father loves God the Son freely, faithfully, and completely - God the Son receives this perfect love 

of the God the Father and perfectly returns that love - this love is so real and concrete that the love between God the Father 
and God the Son is the third Person of the Trinity - it is God the Holy Spirit

We are made in the image and likeness of God
This is why love and relationships are so central to who we are - it is not just some aspect of our humanity that it there to make sure 

we procreate
No, the reason why we spend so much time, energy, and resources on love and relationships is because it is the very core of who we 

are as human beings
God is love and He created us in His own image and likeness - God as Trinity is love, is relationships - therefore, it makes sense that 

love and relationships are at the very core of who we are 
God loves us - He died on the Cross for us because He wants us to choose to be with Him forever in Heaven
We choose God by choosing to follow His commandments - we choose God by loving each other
Today (Tomorrow) we celebrate Mother’s day
Mothers sacrifice their bodies, their will, their souls for their children from the moment of their conception - any authentic love on this 

side of Heaven involves sacrifice



That is why love is not easy, why relationships are hard - Satan wants to destroy love - he wants to destroy relationships - Husbands, 
never stop wooing your wife - show her day in and day out that you would choose her again - show her that you trust her and 
believe in her enough that you want her to be the mother of your children

Most mothers instinctively know how to sacrifice for their children - may we all learn to love and sacrifice for each other in the same 
way

The family of God is not determined by race or class or physical beauty - no, it is determined by Love, the Love of God and sacrifice 
of Christ on the Cross for us - it is determined by how we follow the commandments of God and love one another


