
Why does it seem extra wrong when we find out a public official has been selling drugs?
Why does it seem extra wrong when we find out a teacher has a gambling problem?
Why does the priest scandals hit us so hard?
There are many reasons for this, some complex, but one of the reason is we expect certain people in our society to 

behave better than the average citizen - they should know better - we hold these people, these leaders of our 
society, to a higher standard - I think this is a good thing, to a point

We are all fallen human beings - we all sin - but I think it is right that we expect more from people in certain positions in 
society

We expect these people to be role models, to witness to us what a good persons does
The first reading is from the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles - the Acts of the Apostles is volume two - It is important 

to remember that the Acts of the Apostles is written by St. Luke, the same guy who wrote the Gospel of Luke - so 
his Gospel is volume one and the Acts of the Apostles is volume two - they are really meant to be one long book or 
story about Jesus Christ and the early Christian Church, the Christian Church that believed in Jesus and become 
His witnesses to the ends of the earth

This is made more clear on other translations than we heard a couple of minutes ago- our translation, the New American 
Bible leaves out a key word - there really should be the word “began” in the first verse - the first two verses should 
read something like, “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.”

Now in this second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke is going to continue to tell us all that Jesus did and taught - 
only now it is going to be through His disciples

So forty days after the Resurrection, Jesus is with His Apostles and they still don’t get it - they still think Jesus is going to 
restore and establish an earthly kingdom: Acts 1:6 says, “Then they gathered around him and asked him, ‘Lord, are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’”

How does Jesus answer? He says, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Basically Jesus is saying, “Don’t worry about it.” - instead He tells them that they are going to receive the Holy Spirit and 
become His witnesses to the ends of the earth

After that, Jesus flew into the sky - one commentary I was listening to wondered how fast He went up - was more like a 
hot air ballon rising or more like a rocket ship - unfortunately St. Luke does not record that detail for us - he does 
not give us Jesus’ acceleration or velocity 

In the second reading, St. Paul tells us how important it is that we remain in unity - St. Paul urges them and us to be of 
one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all



Look around you - how many people do you know around you? - how many of these people would you say you are friends 
with? - how many of these people do you share some of the same interests with?

We are all so different - St. Paul says this is a good thing: “And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as 
evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature to manhood, to the 
extent of the full stature of Christ.”

St. Paul is saying, “I know we are all very different - I know we all have different talents and interests - even so, we are all 
Christians - by virtue of our Baptism, by virtue of the Holy Spirit residing in our souls, we are all one - these gifts 
and talents are suppose to be used for the building up of the Body of Christ, for the striving of unity of faith”

This is what we should be working for as Christians - this is our mandate, this is our mission - to build up the Body of 
Christ - we are called to build each other up in Christ - we are called to be witnesses to the ends of the earth

Jesus says in the Gospel that we are to proclaim the Gospel to every creature - what happened in the Fall of Adam and 
Eve? - sin entered not just Adam and Eve, but all of creation was made less than what God initially created it to be 
- therefore, all of creation needs to be redeemed through the grace of Christ

As Christian zoo keepers, as Christian botanists, as Christian physicists, as Christian economists, as Christian farmers, as 
Christians, we are called to proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth

Jesus says that those who believe will drive out demons, speak new languages, pick up serpents, drink deadly things, and 
heal the sick - now I have anointed the sick and they have recovered, I can speak a little German and Latin, but I 
haven’t picked up any serpents recently or drank any deadly poison - even so, I would like to think that I believe in 
Jesus Christ

But I think that is the message - believing is not enough - the Apostles believed in Jesus - but that was not enough - no, 
Jesus, with the help of the Holy Spirit was calling them to go out and give witness to the Gospel - He was calling 
them to be witnesses to the ends of the earth

We all believe in Jesus, I hope - and yet that is not enough - we are called to be witnesses to the ends of the earth - we 
may not experience the miracles of drinking poison and living or picking up poisonous snakes, but just think what 
miracles would happen if we all truly lived out our faith in Jesus Christ

Just think what would happen if we did more than just come to Mass - just think what would happen if we did more than 
just post things on our Facebook wall - just think how radically different things would be if we all lived out the love 
and truth of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth, in every situation, especially in every public situation

Tonight (today) we celebrate baccalaureate - we celebrate the end of one chapter and the beginner of another for our 
graduates

Graduates, you have many talents and gifts - you have received portions of the Truth (with a capital T) from parents, 
teachers, catechists - you have been baptized and Confirmed - you have fed on the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity 



of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist here at Mass - you have prayed together, you have laughed together as part of this 
church community - we are now sending you to be witnesses for Christ to the ends of the earth

All of us are called to be witnesses for Christ to the ends of the earth
I once had a priest tell me that we should go where our greatest talents meet the world’s greatest needs
Remember, don’t ask yourself what you think or want to do - this just leads to selfishness and emptiness - instead, ask 

yourself what does God want me to do, what did he create me to do
So go and set the world on fire for Christ - just wait till the end of the closing song before you leave


