
I only got one C in high school - it was in driver’s ed - now before you start fearing for your lives and staying off the 
sidewalks, I did get a 98 on my behind the wheel final

I blame the C on the simulations - for those of you who don’t know, you sat in a seat with a mini dashboard in front of you 
while you watched some horrible film made 30 years before - when we did the manual stick simulations, almost 
every time I looked down from the film to the fake dashboard, I would see that I had stalled the car - I thought this 
was dumb - in real life it would be obvious if the car had stalled - because my “car” was “stalled,” I missed all the 
points for turns, stops, and other things 

I almost got another C in high school - I don’t know how it is now, but to get into a lot of the four year colleges, they 
wanted you to take 2 years of a foreign language - one of the semesters of German, I was in danger of getting a C 
- the teacher said we could do something ethnic to get extra credit - so I baked some German cookies and got a B 
for the semester

I have since tried to learn Spanish, Greek, Hebrew, and Latin - it has not gone well - I and foreign languages do not get 
along

The Book of Genesis explains the many languages of the world with the story of the Tower of Babel - the people became 
prideful and were going to build a tower to heaven and so God created the different languages so they couldn’t 
understand each other and thus couldn’t work together to build the tower - this is also where the word babel comes 
from - to speak nonsense

But we hear in the first reading, the reversal of the Tower of Babel happening
St. Luke records in the Acts of the Apostles that the Apostles were all gathered in one place - tongues of fire came to rest 

on each one of them and they were filled with the Holy Spirit - they began to speak in different tongues, different 
languages

They went out into the streets of Jerusalem and began to boldly proclaim the Gospel - and here the reversal of the Tower 
of Babel took place

Even though there were people from all over the world, despite the fact that the Apostles would have only known how to 
speak Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, the Holy Spirit gave them the ability to proclaimed the Gospel in many 
languages

Why were there so many different languages being spoken in Jerusalem? - when you think about it, you realize that 
Jerusalem is a great place to start a world religion - Jerusalem was the center of the world, especially commerce - 
other than the Americas, Jerusalem connected Europe, Africa, and Asia - in a world without the internet or 24 hour 
world news coverage, this was the next best thing

God the Holy Spirt infused the Apostles with a special grace, with a special ability
This Holy Spirit is not some different Holy Spirit the Apostles got at the beginning of Christianity so that it would spread 

faster



No, this is the same Holy Spirit that infused our souls at our own Baptism
This is all well and good, but who is the Holy Spirit? - sometimes I feel like we talk about God the Father and God the Son, 

Jesus, but God the Holy Spirit is like the forgotten Person of the Trinity, the forgotten Person of God - in the 
Apostles Creed, the form of the creed we say at the beginning of the Rosary, the Holy Spirit only gets one line

Who is the Holy Spirit? - Well for one, He IS the Third Person of the Trinity - we say in the Nicene Creed, the one we say 
at Mass, that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son - the Holy Spirit IS the perfect Love between 
God the Father and God the Son

God wants to share His Love, His Holy Spirit with us
This is what Jesus promised His disciples after His death and resurrection
Jesus knew His disciples would need the power of the Holy Spirit to carry out the mission entrusted to them
The gift of the Holy Spirit was conditional upon the ascension of Jesus to the right hand of the Father 
The gift of Pentecost is made possible through Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension
Jesus was anointed with the Spirit at the beginning of His ministry - here, on Pentecost, the disciples receive the anointing 

of the Holy Spirit they need to cary out the mission entrusted to them by Jesus
Again, we receive the same Holy Spirit that the Apostles received - the Holy Spirit can enable us to live a new way of life - 

the Holy Spirit gives us the strength and courage we need to live as faith-filled disciples of the Lord Jesus - the 
Holy Spirit helps us with our weaknesses and to grow in spiritual freedom, from slavery to unruly desires

The gift of the Holy Spirit is a new creation - the breath of God comes over us just as it went over the waters at the 
beginning of creation

The Holy Spirit instructs us the in ways of God - He guides us to live according to God’s will
Ask the Lord to fill you with the power of the His Holy Spirit
Confidently ask God for the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit brings unity - the Holy Spirit helps us to master our passions and the purity that makes it possible for him 

to receive the glory of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is always the same - however, its effects are different in each one of us - think of water - Scripture says, “In 

each person, the Spirit reveals His presence in a particular way for the common good.”
The Holy Spirit allows us to see clearly things beyond the range of human vision
Grace is the name of the love of God that goes outside of the Trinity
Sunshine is another example - sunshine is the same everywhere and unchanging - the Spirit too shines on all, but it has 

different effects on everything - you can hide from the sunlight
The Spirit raises our hearts to heaven and brings to perfection those who are making progress in holiness - where we are 

going in the spiritual life is more important than where we are
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we become a source of God’s grace for others



Through the Holy Spirit we acquire a likeness to God, we become citizens of heaven, we enter into eternal happiness and 
abide in God

The Holy Spirit came to sanctify the Church unceasingly, and thus to enable believers to have access to the Father 
through the Son in the one Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the fountain welling up to give eternal life - this is why we celebrate Pentecost - it is the birth of the 
Church - it is the birth of our call to holiness

God has given you the gift of the Holy Spirit, God Himself dwelling inside of you - You received this gift at your baptism - it 
was furthered at your Confirmation - open yourself up to the Holy Spirit - if you do, you will do great things for God 
and for others just as the Apostles did


