
Thank you for letting me be gone this past week - not that you really had a choice
I have nine nieces and nephews, the oldest turned 11 yesterday (Friday)
Sometimes, when they were in distress, they would run to a pair of legs, look up, realize it was not who they were searching for, 

and continue the search until they found their mom or dad
This happened to me in the grocery store when I was little - I had ran off a little - I ran up to some legs I thought was my mom, 

only to look up and discover it was not my mom - it was very upsetting
There is something comforting about being close to those who love us
Now my mom was always there for us, but especially during the summer we were expected to be outside, even if it was in the 

90’s
Even when we did stupid things and get injured, she would scold us and then care for us
This is like the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ
He doesn’t always stop us from doing stupid things, but He is always there afterwards to guide us back to the right path
He is always there when we need him - think of being on a date with your spouse and one of the kids call or better yet, the 

babysitter calls? -  What is your reaction? - What do you do? - I bet you let out a long sigh over a nice and peaceful 
evening being interrupted and then answer the phone

Jesus in the Gospel must have done a similar thing - I’m sure He let out a long sigh - He just wanted some alone time with His 
best friends, but His heart ached for the people - the people were hungry for the truth and love that Jesus offered - 
therefore, the crowds of people kept coming and coming - 

Jesus desired some down time - some time just hang out with His best friends - maybe even to give them a little extra 
instruction - so Jesus tries to sneak off to a deserted place with His Apostles

However, the people get wind of this and beat Him and His Apostles there - Jesus in His humanity, I’m sure let out a sigh, but in 
His divinity, He saw how truly hungry they were for love and truth - so instead of downtime with His best friends, the 
Apostles, He continues to instruct them - the Bible says, “He taught them many things.”

What do you think He taught them? - Astrophysics? - How to make microcircuits? - Do you think He taught them calculus? - 
Probably not - Most likely, Jesus taught them about the meaning of life and how to live a happy life - the ultimate truths: 
life, love, happiness, death, and heaven

Why did Jesus take the time to teach them many things? - Why did Jesus break from His desire to be alone with His best 
friends? 

Because Jesus is the Good Shepherd - because He is our Good Shepherd - just as He did 2000 years ago, He chooses to 
instruct us and to be close to us - He wants to be close to us - St. Paul says in the first reading - "In Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have become near by the blood of Christ"



Do you sometimes feel unimportant or insignificant? - Do you feel that God is not close? - Do you feel alone? - God is close, 
even if you can’t feel Him - sometimes how we feel is not an accurate picture of reality - so even if we don’t feel God is 
close, we know from what He tells us that He is close

However, nor should we think and act as if you are the only one God is close to - we can fall into pride - remember the story of 
the pharisee and the sinner that goes to pray - what does the pharisee say? - “Thank you Lord that I am not like this 
sinner.”

Yes, it is good to thank God that He has spared us from some of the vices and sins others have fallen into, but we can’t let that 
be a source of pride

Jesus is the Good Shepherd of not just us, but His whole flock, the Body of Christ - we are a part of a community - we do not 
live this Catholic, this Christian life alone - we live it in community - that is why it is so important to celebrate together 
every Sunday - we live in such an individualistic society - we need each other to remind each other that Christ is the 
meaning and center of our lives - we need each other to help each other grow in holiness - yes, we are called to be each 
other’s keeper 

At the same time though, we can’t just ride on the coat tails of other’s faith - to borrow an expression from our Protestant 
brothers and sisters, we too need to accept Christ as our Lord and Savior - we need to make Christ the center of our 
lives - no one can make us do this - we, each one of us, have to accent with our free will to the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ - it is up to us to make decisions based on our relationship with Jesus Christ not just on Saturday evening or 
Sunday morning, but throughout the week - Jesus is the Good Shepherd - let Him guide you the whole week long

In all of this, we must be on the lookout for false shepherds - shepherds whose only desire is to destroy and kill not our bodies, 
but our souls

There are many who offer opinions about what money, clothes, fashion, fame, popularity should mean to us - the false 
shepherds try to encourage us to spend an too much time chasing these things - it is just like those emails that ask you 
to send your name, address, and bank account number and then they will send you some millions of dollars that some 
long lost relative has left you

The false shepherds want us to forget who we are - they want us to believe we are incomplete and undesirable the way we are
The Good Shepherd Jesus Christ tells us we are loved - that we are the sons and daughter of the Most High God - this is the 

meaning of life - this is our identity - we were created for the infinite - we were created to spend eternity with the infinite 
God in Heaven

Following the Good Shepherd is not always easy - often He leads us where we do not want to go - but He can see the whole 
terrain - we can only see the patch of ground right in front of us - maybe there is some good grass right there in front of 
us, but we need to trust that where Christ is leading us will have even greener grass

Jesus is the Good Shepherd - it is to our benefit - it is for our greater joy and happiness that we follow Him - following Him all 
the way to heaven


