
This past week was a great one - This past Tuesday was a Holy Day of Obligation - it was Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception

Also, on Tuesday, the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy began - Pope Francis has declared that from December 8, 2015 to 
November 20, 2016, we Catholics will celebrate an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy

To begin the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis opened the front doors of St. Peter’s - in our diocese, the big 
main doors will be opened to our Cathedral in Winona - also all parishes with the name Sacred Heart in our diocese will 
also be special pilgrim sites during this Year of Mercy

What is mercy? - mercy is God’s love and forgiveness applied to our sins and failures
Jesus died on the Cross so that we didn’t have to spend an eternity in hell
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death…” - so our sins deserve death - this is what we deserve - but God holds out 

another option - the rest of Romans 6:23 says, “but the gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.” - Jesus 
died on the Cross to give us forgiveness and mercy - to give us new life - the possibility of eternal life in heaven

Again, why does God do this? - because He loves us
In the first reading from Zephaniah, he says that God will rejoice over you with gladness - when was the last time someone 

rejoiced over you? - the first thing that came to my mind was a mother holding their baby for the first time - maybe she’s 
rejoicing that the labor is over, but I like to think she is rejoicing over that baby - maybe a first date - you are rejoicing over 
this person because they actually agreed to go on a date with you - hopefully married couples rejoice in each other every 
day - when was the last time someone rejoiced over you?

Or even better yet, when was the last time you rejoiced over someone else? - when was the last time you renewed someone by 
your love for them? - maybe they were depressed and your love and joy over them helped to come out of the emotional 
fog

Today is Gaudete Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent - priests are suppose to wear rose colored vestments and we light the rose 
colored Advent candle - if you think you are seeing pink, you are wrong - pink is not a liturgical color - it is rose

Gaudete is Latin for rejoice - we are rejoicing that the Advent season is more than half over - the celebration of the Incarnation of 
God into the world will soon be here

God rejoices in us - if He didn’t, we would cease to exist - God is in love with us - He is captivated by us
Because God rejoices in us, all of us, we should rejoice in God and in others
St. Paul in the second reading says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I say it again: rejoice!”
Do we rejoice in the Lord always? - Even in the middle of hardships, do we rejoice in the Lord?
St. Paul goes on to say the Lord is near - we have nothing to fear - there is no need for anxiety
If we petition God in thanksgiving knowing that He is near and that He loves and and wants to bestow His mercy upon us, then 

we will have the peace of God in our hearts that surpasses all understanding
So if God loves us so much, if He is so ready to extend us forgiveness and mercy, shouldn’t we do the same for each other?
In this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis is asking us to take up John the Baptist’s challenge that is given to us 

in the Gospel
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Maybe not a cloak, but is there something you don’t need, that you have in excess, that others would consider a basic 
necessity?

In Wells, the community churches have donated to a central fund that the police can use to give out gas cards or use to help 
someone if they need a hotel room for a night

John the Baptist tells the tax collectors to quit collecting more than what was prescribed - the tax collectors were Jews who were 
working for the Roman government - the tax collectors often demanded more money than what the Roman government 
wanted so they could keep the extra - a lot of tax collectors became quite wealthy at the expense of the Jewish people - 
John the Baptist doesn’t tell them to quit their job, despite most Jews thinking they were traders to their country, but Jesus 
does tell them to quit collecting more than they should

John the Baptist also tells the soldiers to quit abusing their power, to quit being bullies
The tax collectors and the soldiers were outcasts and yet John welcomed them with open arms
Why did John the Baptist do all of this? John preached a message of repentance - his task was to wake people up from spiritual 

sleep and indifference, and to turn them back to hear God's voice and obey his commandments - John’s task was to 
prepare the people for the imminent coming of the Messiah 

People quickly realized that John was the real deal - that he truly spoke for God - he was a real prophet - he was proclaiming 
Good News - John the Baptist was doing such a great job that some even thought he was the Messiah - John quickly puts 
this to rest by saying, “I am baptizing with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - John was not the Messiah, but he is the herald who 
prepare the way for the true Messiah, Jesus Christ

John the Baptist’s task was simply to awaken the interest of his people for God's word, unsettle them from their complacency, 
and arouse in them enough good will to recognize and receive the Messiah when he came - With John the Baptist, the 
Holy Spirit begins the restoration to the human race of the "divine likeness," prefiguring what would be achieved through 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance - Jesus’ baptism is a baptism of new life in God - in order to receive new life, we 
first need to be truly sorry for our past - repentance requires change - it requires desiring to change from the things and 
habits of this world to the things and commandments of God

God is so ready to extend to us His love, mercy, and forgiveness
During this next year, Pope Francis is encouraging us to be instruments of mercy, God’s mercy
A great way to do this is to practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy - for those of you who have never heard them 

before or for those of us who have forgotten what they are, here they are - the corporal works of mercy are: Feeding the 
hungry, Giving drink to the thirsty, Clothing the naked, Sheltering the travelers, Comforting the prisoners, Visiting the sick, 
and Burying the dead - the spiritual works of mercy are: Teaching the ignorant, Praying for the living and the dead, 
Correcting sinners, Counseling those in doubt, Consoling the sorrowful, Bearing wrongs patiently, and Forgiving wrongs 
willingly

Today we are to rejoice because of Jesus Christ and His love, mercy, and forgiveness - let’s begin to give those gifts to those 
around us


