
Was Christmas necessary? Did God really have to become one of us?
Well, let’s start at the beginning
Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden, paradise on Earth, and was given access to the Tree of Life, the possibility of 

living forever
But they botched that up - they sinned and, out of God’s mercy, they were kicked out of the Garden of Eden and away from 

the Tree of Life - they needed to get away from the Tree of Life so that they could die and not be subjected to an 
eternity in a world filled with disorder, disease, famine, sin, and other negative things - God also promised Satan that 
some day He, God, will raise up a woman and her Son who are both completely separated from sin (Genesis 3:15)

Ever since, God has been calling us back to Himself - first with Noah and his family - then Abraham and his tribe - then 
Moses and the nation of Israel - then finally King David and his kingdom - this is what we read about in the Old 
Testament 

King David was chosen by God - King David started out as a lowly shepherd - God raised David to the kingship of Israel
Some of you may know better than I do - being a shepherd is not glamorous - often a shepherd would stay with his flock for 

days on end not showering or bathing - you had to chase away wild animals - shepherds were not elegant people - far 
from it

And yet, God took the kingship of Israel from Saul and gave it not to Saul’s son, but to David, a shepherd
David became the greatest ruler Israel ever had - when Israel, God chosen people, fell on hard times, they would remember 

the good old days when David was king
Through the prophets, throughout the Old Testament, God promised to raise up an ancestor of King David whose kingship 

would never end
Jesus is this ancestor - Jesus is the Messiah, the promised One - Jesus is completely separated from sin as is His mother, 

Mary - that is what we celebrate on December 8th, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary - that is why on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the first reading is from Genesis where God 
promises Satan that is going to send a woman and her offspring who will destroy him (Genesis 3:15)

Jesus is the promised ancestor of King David - this is why in the Gospel at the Vigil Mass, Jesus’ genealogy is traced back to 
King David, and even further back to Abraham

But who is Jesus? - Jesus is not just the promised ancestor of King David - Jesus is God Himself - God, who is free of time 
and space, became part of His creation - I don’t know - maybe thinking about how we are free to travel anywhere in 
the world and then for some reason, we decided to shrink ourselves into an ant and restrict ourselves to one ant hill - 
maybe that would begin to capture the crazy thing God did by becoming one of us

Jesus became one of us so that we could become more like Him - He takes on our humanity so that we can take on His 
divinity - well that’s nice and all, but what good does that do?

Because Jesus took on human nature and was born in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years ago, and because He died on the 
Cross for sins, something we’ll celebrate in a couple of months, we are able to live for an eternity - and not just an 
eternity on earth, but a far greater possibility - to spend an eternity with God in heaven
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We sinners, through Christ’s incarnation, death,and resurrection, have been given the opportunity for more than Adam and 
Eve had in the Garden of Eden

They had eternal life on earth - we have been given the opportunity for eternity in heaven, seeing God face to face
We have been given a gift that far surpasses what Adam and Eve were originally given
But just as He did with Adam and Eve, God does with us - just as Adam and Eve were given free will, we too are free to 

choose
The negative consequences of free will are hate, war, famine, racism, objectification of women, greed, etcetera
The positive consequences of free will now that Jesus has become one of us, is that we can love God back who first loved 

us, become holy people, and spend eternity with God in heaven
If you think the negatives out weigh the positives, you won’t be the first one to think so - but this is how crazy our God is - this 

how crazily He loves us - to love someone with the possibility of them rejecting your love and not loving you back is 
what love is all about - love cannot exist without free will, without the possibility of the beloved not loving the lover 
back

Salvation history, human history, the Bible - it is all the greatest love story ever told
It is about God creating His lover out of love and then pursing her as much as He can without forcing her to love Him back
The incarnation, the nativity of Jesus Christ is the second craziest thing God did in the name of love - the greatest being, 

dying on the Cross
All great love stories pale in comparison to the original - all great love stories are a derivative of the original love story - God’s 

love for each one of us, for each human being that has ever lived, is living, and will ever live
God the Creator of everything became limited by time and space and became a helpless infant child so that we His children 

could become like Him
This is the Good News - that’s what the word “Gospel” means - the Gospel of Jesus is the Good News, the good news of 

God loving us so much that He came so that we can be with Him forever in heaven
And to whom does the Good News appear to first? - who were the first to hear the “Gospel”? - was it some mighty ruler or 

leader robes in riches and power? - no, it was some lowly shepherds - it was to these lowly smelly shepherds that the 
greatest event in the history of the universe was first told to - it was to shepherds that the Good News of Jesus Christ 
was first announced - the birth of Jesus, a descendent of a shepherd king, was first announced to some shepherds

It was shepherds who felt right at home visiting the King of the Universe in a stable, lying in a feeding trough for animals
Heaven and earth are united today - the invisible God becomes visible
So was Christmas necessary? - if we are to have an opportunity to spend eternity with God in heaven, then yes, Christmas 

was necessary - so this Christmas, choose Christ - choose Christ on His terms, not yours - choose to become holy as 
our Heavenly Father is holy
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