
In eighth grade we were going around sharing with our classmates what our nationalities were - When it came to my turn, I said 
was Korean, but I didn’t know for sure because I was found on the doorstep of the police station in South Korea - my 
teacher started to cry, which as a stud-ly junior high kid, I thought was just weird 

I have been told that parents would sometimes place a piece of paper inside of the child’s shirt with information - otherwise the 
police just made an estimate - so I could secretly be 85 years old

So I have no idea who my birth parents are - maybe my mother was an unwed teenage mother - I just have no idea - I assume 
that unlike Jesus I had a biological father

Samuel, in the first reading, was not an orphan, but he too was not raised by his biological parents - instead he was raised by Eli 
the temple priest

Samuel’s mom, Hannah, had made a promise to God and she was fulfilling it
In Samuel’s day, for a woman to be married and not to have children was considered a disgrace 
Hannah prayed and prayed for child - finally she makes a deal with God - I’m sure a lot of us have bargained with God at one 

point or another - “Lord, if just help me finish this paper, I will never procrastinate again” - for me that promise lasted until 
the next assignment

Hannah makes a deal with God that if God would give her a son, she would give him back to God to be a priest
So when Samuel is born, God gave Hannah what she desired - so when Samuel was weaned, she took him to the temple to Eli, 

the priest and prophet at the temple
Now parents, I know there are times when the thought fleetingly crosses your mind to leave your kid off somewhere - please don’t 

do it - especially at the church - as an uncle I have 9 nieces and nephews - as an uncle, I’ve only had to change one diaper 
- my mother made me - being an uncle is awesome - I get hang out with them and then when they poop their diaper, I give 
them back to their parents 

Hannah, when giving Samuel to Eli, says, “as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the Lord.”
Hannah understood that our dedication to God comes even before family - now again, I’m not suggesting that parents leave their 

children off at churches, but the bigger question is, “Whose will do we follow?”
I know a guy who was in seminary with me who had come from a family of doctors - he was at the seminary against his parents 

wishes 
Yes, because of the fourth commandment, he had a priority to obey his parents - however, because God had created him to be a 

priest and because he had heard that call, he had a prior commitment to be obedient to God, even before his parents
I tell teens in the confessional that they need to be obedient to their parents - I tell them, “Be obedient to your parents even when 

what their parents ask of you is unjust or unfair…unless they ask you to kill someone - when your parents ask you to sin, 
then don’t to it - you have a prior commitment to God to not do anything sinful” - just to be clear, I use this example not 
because I think any their parents would ask them to kill someone, but because it is just so absurd that the morally right 
thing to do is obvious

Another thing I hear from both parents and young men themselves is “I can’t be a priest” or “He can’t be a priest. I like women too 
much.” I would be somewhat concerned if you didn’t like women
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I like women too - that’s why I dated before I went to the seminary
But the question is not what do I want to do - what do I think will make me most happy - the question is, “What does God want me 

to do?” - or even better yet, “What did God create me to do?”
If we believe that God is a loving God and loves us even more than we love ourselves, we can and need to trust that what he 

wants for us will make us even more happy than what we want for ourselves
Before I went to seminary, I could see myself happily married, but I couldn’t envision how being a priest would make me happy - 

but at some point I had to trust what I was hearing in prayer - I had to trust that God’s call to be a priest was authentic - I 
had to trust that if I followed that call, even if I couldn’t see how, that being a priest would bring me even more happiness 
and joy than being married would

Based on my experience of being a priest for five and half years, I can honestly and definitely say I was wrong and God was right
But why am I going on and on about the priesthood when the feast of the day is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph?
The reason I’m going on and on about priesthood is because a majority of priests come from holy families
Thee Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, are a shining example and intercessor for all Christian families
God should be at the center of all Christian families
I tell couples in marriage prep all the time - I tell them their marriage needs to include not just you two, but God 
That is why Jesus could say to Mary and Joseph, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
Jesus, as God the Son, understood that God, the Father, needed to continue to be the center of His life - and the center of their 

life as a family
Luke then records that Jesus “went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all 

these things in her heart.”
Take a minute and think how strange this statement is - Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity, of God, who had existed for all 

time, was obedient to a couple of lowly creatures He Himself had created
It wouldn’t be quite the same, but I suppose it would be kind of like being obedient to one of the cows you had bred
So God needs to be at the center of family life
This is something to consider even before you start dating someone
Does this person know God? - will they help me grow in holiness? - if I date them, will God be at the center of our relationship?
I once heard a girl say that she tries love Jesus so much that any guy who would want to date her knows that he has to go through 

Jesus to get to her heart
The first famous person I can think of like this is Sadie Robertson of Ducky Dynasty fame - you can say what you want about her - 

she has her critics and she herself has said over and over again that she is not perfect - but not only in her words, but in the 
things she does, it is obvious that her faith in Jesus Christ is important - so important that anyone who would want to date 
her would also have to have a strong relationship with Jesus Christ
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Why is this all so important? Yes, I have heard stories of Christian spouses converting their spouse after they were married, but 
I’ve seen far more cases of one of the spouses having a profound conversion, staring a relationship with Christ, and then 
be disappointed when their other half is indifferent or even vindictive of their newfound relationship with Christ

God, Jesus, holiness, eternity, need to be the center of how couples interact with each other
1 John 4:8 says, “God is love.” - if we are to truly love our spouses, and boyfriends, and girlfriends, then we need to love with love 

from God, not pseudo love from ourselves - God is the origin of all authentic true love
Despite the priesthood and religious shortage, we almost need holy families even more - because out of these holy families will 

come the transformation of culture that welcomes human life from conception to natural death - that respects and cherishes 
all human life in all of its stages and forms - also, it is from holy families that our future priests, brothers, sister, and nuns will 
come from

You may not be aware of this, but there are religious orders, even in the US that are growing by leaps and bounds - the Dominican 
Sisters of Nashville is one of them - The Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr of St. George in IL is another - the  Sisters of 
Life in NYC is another - the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist in Ann Arbor, MI is another one - this last 
group was actually on Oprah several years ago - not that I watched Oprah - I saw it later on Youtube - as can you

I cannot encourage you enough - spouses must carve out some dating time each week - men, how did you, against all odds, 
convince her that you were worth her time? - don’t ever stop convincing her that she is still someone special - don’t ever 
stop wooing her - don’t ever stop proving to her that she is the greatest woman that God has ever created (outside of Mary, 
mother of Jesus, of course) - spouses, if you have to choose between spending time with your spouse or with your kids, if it 
is not an emergency or a necessity, choose your spouse - studies have shown that kids are more happy and successful 
when they see and know that their parents love each other - this is because they don’t have to live in fear of their parents 
getting a divorce and having to go through the things they see some of their classmates go through 

But still, carve out some family time - I hated it growing up, but we were not allowed to do things with friends on Sundays - in 
retrospect, I think this was a wise thing to do - also, eat meals together as often as possible - sports and other things will try 
to encroach on this - fight back - if a coach or a school schedules something at a time that is reserved for family and God, 
then talk to one another and fight back - the coach can’t bench the whole team for not coming to a badly scheduled practice 
or game

When tournaments games are scheduled for both Saturday evening and Sunday morning, fight back - again, they can’t play the 
game if the whole team is gone

Bishop Harrington always said a disproportionate number of vocations came from rural areas - I didn’t know what he meant until I 
did Totus Tuus in the summer of 2005 and traveled around the diocese - the family tends to be more intact and spends 
more time together in rural areas - we need to fight to keep it that way - to keep our kids more and more grounded in Christ 
and the family

On this the Feast of the Holy Family, pray to the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph for the fortitude, wisdom, and courage to 
be a strong Christian family so that our kids can be good citizens not just of the world, but good citizens of the one country 
that really does matter, the eternal Kingdom of God
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