
Parents, have you ever given your child a choice knowing full well that they would make the wrong one?
This is what happened to God - love is only love if it is freely given - a love that is coerced is no longer love
So in order for us to love God back, He had to give us free will
With the gift of free will, there was the chance that we would choose not to return God’s love for us
God loves us and wanted to create creatures who could love Him back - so He took the risk
But since He is God and knows everything that is going to happen before it happens, He set out a plan - no, God know what is 

going to happen before it happens does not take away our free will - but this is a discussion for another time
So this brings us to the first reading from Genesis, chapter 3
There is so much going on here - as I told the Apologetics class on Sunday, I would love to do some classes on just the first 

three chapters of Genesis
The first reading picks up right after Adam and Eve have eaten of the fruit that God had told them not to
Adam and Eve disobeyed God - Mary on the other hand is obedient to the Lord’s will - with her whole being she speaks her 

“yes” and makes herself entirely available to the divine plan
Genesis says that man was called his wife Eve since she was mother of all living human beings - however, Mary is the new 

Eve, the true “Mother of all the living,” namely, those who because of their faith in Christ, receive eternal life
God tells Satan this will happen - God says to the serpent, who is Satan, that Satan there will be a woman who is completely 

separated from him, from Satan
Now it can’t be Eve since she has just sinned - there is now a connection between Eve and Satan, so this woman with 

complete enmity from Satan can’t be Eve
Who is the one woman in history that was completely separated from Satan? - Mary
And that’s what we celebrate today - we celebrate that Mary was conceived without the stain of Original Sin - today we 

celebrate Mary’s Immaculate Conception
And this makes sense since the next line in Genesis is that there will be enmity between Satan’s offspring and the woman’s 

offspring - and Mary’s offspring is Jesus, who is God, is completely separated from Satan and sin
Satan will strike at Mary’s offspring, Jesus - and yes, Satan did offer a blow to Jesus when Jesus died on the Cross, but Jesus 

rose again
Jesus however, in His resurrection destroyed all death to all believers, to those who believe in Jesus and get to heaven - Jesus 

will triumph completely at the end of time - So Jesus will strike Satan at Satan’s head - He will defeat him
This is why it is so important that Mary was conceived without sin, that she was immaculately conceived - she needed to be 

completely separated from sin
<ark of the covenant>
Salvation becomes visible for the first time in Mary’s Immaculate Conception - God spares her from the stain of Original Sin
She becomes a beacon to draw sinners to her Son
Mercy Himself is born of Mary
** The Immaculate Conception’s reception is a simple truth: it is not within ourselves to save ourselves



Eternal happiness is not found within ourselves

Pope Francis said on March 21, 2015 that we have forgotten the works of mercy

Corporal
* Feeding the hungry
* Giving drink to the thirsty
* Clothing the naked
* Sheltering the travelers
* Comforting the prisoners
* Visiting the sick
* Burying the dead

Spiritual
* Teaching the ignorant
* Praying for the living and the dead
* Correcting sinners
* Counseling those in doubt
* Consoling the sorrowful
* Bearing wrongs patiently
* Forgiving wrongs willingly

Pope Francis has said that mercy lies at the very heart of the Christian message
So during this year, Pope Francis wants us to focus on becoming more merciful in our lives
He is calling us to bring consolation to the poor, liberty to those bound by new forms of slavery in our society, spiritual insight to 

those who have lost touch with God, and human dignity to those most in need


