
Long, long ago in a place far far away, way back in 2011 when I was an associate pastor in Owatonna, I got an emergency call at 
2 AM to go to the hospital and do an emergency baptism

Did I want to go at 2 AM? No, but I did it anyways - When I arrived I saw the smallest premature baby had ever seen up to that 
point in my life - I’ve never seen such a small body with so many wires connected to it - I did the emergency Baptism - 
afterwards the child was airlifted to Rochester - the child ended up making it

But why all the fuss? Why call me? Why get out of bed in the middle of the night? God has revealed that the normal way to begin 
a life of saving grace, of salvific grace, is through Baptism - Baptism begins our life towards heaven

Now can God save a person who hasn’t been baptized? - God is God - He can do what He wishes - He could bring someone to 
heaven without Baptism - but we just don’t know for sure - what we do know for sure is that the revealed path to heaven 
necessitates being baptized - so that’s why I rushed to the hospital in the middle of the night - so that just in case the child 
did die, it would be baptized and on his way to heaven

Usually a Baptism is done by a priest or a deacon, but in an emergency anyone can baptize - You need to use the formula given 
to us by Jesus in Matthew 28: I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

Two thousand years ago, it was not an emergency - far from it, but it was definitely a monumental event
Jesus, God, came to a human being, John, to be baptized - unlike the rest of the people that came to John - unlike us, Jesus did 

not come to confess His sinfulness, for He had no sins - rather He signaled His sharing, His true union with sinful humanity, 
a sinful humanity He came to redeem and save 

Jesus’ Baptism is a Trinitarian event - God the Son, Jesus is being baptized - God the Father speaks from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” - God the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus in the form of a dove

This is the moment of transition - John said he baptized with water, but that the messiah, the Christ, Jesus, will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit and fire - we see this come true in the events of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in 
the form of tongues of fire

We participate in both of these things when we were baptized months ago, ten years ago, fifty years ago, or ninety years ago - 
when we are baptized, the Catechism of the Catholic Church says five things happen - one, our sins are forgiven and 
washed away - this includes our Original Sin, the stain upon our soul that is passed on from fallen human being to fallen 
human being - we inherit this original sin from Adam and Eve -  two, we become a new creation - the old has been washed 
away and we are a new creation in Christ - three, we come into the Body of Christ, the Church - we are now sons and 
daughters of God - we are brothers and sisters in Christ - four, we are now part of the sacramental unity of all Christians - 
and five, we receive an indelible mark upon our souls marking us as one of the Baptized - it is an invisible mark, just as our 
soul is invisible, but it is a real mark none-the-less - I knew someone who had rejected his Catholic faith - he asked if ever 
did come back to the church if he would have to be baptized again - I said no, that once you’re baptized, you are marked 
for an eternity

However, just because we have been marked on our soul as a child of God doesn’t mean we can’t still go to hell
Isaiah reminds us in the first reading that we need to follow where the Lord leads us - if we do so, our journey through life will be 

easier
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Our reading from Titus reminds us that we must be transformed - God’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, which begins with 
our baptism, must change us - spiritual renewal is available through God’s merciful gift of baptism 

We need to call to mind our baptismal graces and allow them to come alive in our hearts and minds
In Rite of Baptism itself, parents promise to raise their child in the faith - now some parents are better at this than others - 

however, if you have your child baptized, you have promised to God Himself that you will do the best you can to teach them 
about Jesus and the teachings of Christ, the teachings of the Catholic Church - this does not mean just sending them to 
religious ed and making sure they receive First Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation - these are obviously 
important, great things, but parents promise before God to teach them to live a life of faith in Jesus day in and day out

That is why the role of God parents is so important - you can’t choose the parents of a child - some parents are better formed and 
ready for the task of raising the child in the Catholic faith than others

However, you can choose who the God parents are - the rite of Baptism clearly states that the role of the God parents are to help 
the parents raise the child in the Catholic faith 

If this is true, then it would be good to choose someone who knows something about living out the Catholic faith
Thus, the Catholic Church says that a sponsor, or God parents must be at least 16 years old, they themselves must have received 

the three Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion) - they must be a practicing Catholic - this 
means going to Mass on Sundays and going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation on a regular basis - if they are married, the 
marriage should be blessed by the Church - this means that they were married in the Catholic Church or they had their 
marriage blessed later - the God parents must also not be living in a state of serious sin such as living together with their 
boyfriend or girlfriend - the God parents must a be a firm believer, able to help the newly baptized on the road of Christian 
life

To me these things seem kind of obvious - I mean if you were going to learn about Calculus, you would want to learn from 
someone who knew it and used it everyday - if you want someone to help teach your child how to be a good Catholic 
Christian, it would make sense to find someone who knows how to do it and lives it

Also, parents cannot be God parents - I had an instance where the child was older and had been separated from her father - the 
father saw being a God parent as an opportunity to become more involved in her life - I told him that he already had a 
special role in her life as a father - that he didn’t need to be her God father as well - instead he should seek someone out to 
help his daughter grow in her faith

Being a God parent is not an honor, but a ministry - as a God parent you, like the parents, have made a promise before God that 
you will help raise the child in the Catholic faith

Also, if a situation arises, you can have only one God parent - however, if you have two God parents, then there needs to be one 
of each gender - also, there should be no more than two God parents - God parents are spiritual parents - thus, 
symbolically it makes sense that there is only one of each gender

In Paul’s letter to Titus, the second reading, Paul reminds us that God shows no partiality - all can be saved through a faith in 
Jesus Christ

We are all called to be saved through Jesus Christ - at our Baptism we received the grace we need to believe in Jesus and live a 
life worthy of heaven - today, pray for the grace to be able to do just that - to live for and through Jesus
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