
As you know, I was gone last weekend for the March for Life in Washington, D.C.
About 50 of us from the Diocese of Winona made the 20 hour bus ride out east
Thank you for your prayers and support
As you may or may not have heard, the east coast, especially Washington, D.C. got over 20 inches of snow last weekend, 

40 inches in some places
In fact, on the way there, on the day before the March, in Pennsylvania we ran into a group from Ohio that just turned 

around and went back home because of what they had heard of the impending snow-magedon
Last Friday, on the 43rd anniversary of Roe versus Wade, we began the day by going to a rally at the Verizon Center, 

where the NBA Wizards play, where we celebrated Mass with the cardinal of Washington, D.C.
After the rally, we marched with the people at the rally from the Verizon Center towards the Mall - however, we stopped 

short and marched on our own towards Union Station - we got on our bus and headed out of town - originally we 
were going to stay another day after the March to do some site seeing - however, we left a day early and didn’t 
even end up doing the whole March - this ended up being the difference between getting home with no delays and 
getting stuck on the Pennsylvania turnpike for 30 plus hours

You may have seen pictures of the Snow Mass - like I just said, some of the those who stayed for the whole March, 
including a group from the Archdiocese of St. Paul, got stuck on the Pennsylvania turnpike - due to some accidents 
they stood still for over 30 hours - so some enterprising priests and lay people built an altar out of snow and had 
Mass in the ditch along the interstate

If you haven’t seen the pictures, look it up on the internet - even some of the news stations picked it up - usually the 
March for Life in D.C. hardly gets any press - instead of mentioning the 600,000 people who march for Life, the 
news stations often mention the 30 people protesting the March - so the positive coverage the March got because 
of Storm Jonas is a great gift from God

In the last 43 years, an estimated 58 million children have lost their lives while in their mother’s womb
One of the arguments that gets thrown around a lot is a woman has a right to her own body - well what is considered her 

body? - every cell of our bodies has the same genetic code, the same DNA in the nucleus of every cell in our 
bodies

So every cell of the woman’s body has the same DNA - however, the DNA in every cell of the baby is different than that of 
the mother’s 

Therefore the baby’s body is not a part of the mother’s body - yes, the baby is inside the mother’s body and depends on 
the mother’s body for sustenance, but it is not a part of the mother’s body - the baby is its own person - it is its own 
unique combination of body and soul, one that will last for an eternity - a person with his or her own rights - one of 
them being the right to life
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This is not a popular truth in our society - however, in the first reading from Jeremiah, we hear God tell Jeremiah that God 
knew him even before God formed him in his mother’s womb - if God considers a human being a person even 
before they are conceived, should we not consider a human being a person at the very start of their existence on 
earth?

In the Gospel today, Jesus is back in His hometown - the people are excited because they have heard about the 
awesome miracles and things He did in other towns

He had become the local town hero - imagine if someone from Minnesota Lake/Wells/Easton was the star quarterback for 
the winning team in the Superbowl - it would be a big deal when he came back home

People would be going around saying how they knew him when he was just a boy and telling proud stories about him
So when Jesus comes back to Him hometown, people are excited - Luke records that “all spoke highly of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.”
Jesus is not just popular; He is very popular - but then Jesus starts to say some unpopular things
See the Jewish people were chosen by God to be His own people so that they could lead other nations to God
However, they started to take it too far - they started to believe that as long as you were Jewish, you were good to go
But Jesus shows them that throughout history, there have been non-Jews, Gentiles, who have shown as much, if not 

more, faith than the Jews
Well, as you can image, this was not a very popular thing to say, so they tried to push Jesus off a cliff, but He escaped
Sometimes, I think we hide behind identities as an excuse for not being radical for Christ and the Truth, myself included
I think sometimes we too, assume superiority because of our backgrounds
Whether is from being an American, or being from MN instead of IA - this could even come from being Christian or 

Catholic
But being American, a Minnesotan, a Christian, or even a Catholic is not a get out of jail free card or a get into heaven free 

card
God doesn’t save us through what we are, but through who we are
Are we open to being God’s son or daughter? - do we allow God’s grace from our Baptism and other sacraments to flow 

through us and affect the way we live?
St. Paul in the second reading from Corinthians says we can be prophets, even prophets of God - we can be really really 

smart, even very knowledge about God
But unless we have love, love for God and our neighbor, then the rest is worth nothing
If we don’t have love for God and our neighbor, then it doesn’t matter where we come from or what else we do with our 

lives
We can be good people without God’s love - however, in order to be great sons and daughters of God, we must have love
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St. Paul says, “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not 
seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails.”

If you want some good solid advice to a happy marriage, read these lines often
We must do all things in love, God’s love
That means we need to first pray and receive God’s love so that when we do interact with others, it is God’s authentic love 

we are giving to them and not some distorted imitation of it
Sometimes this means tough love - sometimes, as Jesus did, it means speaking the truth with love, even if it is unpopular
True love does not allow the other to remain in their sin and error - true love seeks the other’s good - true love seeks that 

the other knows and lives in the Truth, the objective Truth given to us by God through the Catholic Church by 
means of the Holy Spirit

We need to give faith, hope, and love to those around us - our world needs faith, hope, and love now more than ever
Our world needs heroes - people willing to radically stand up for the truth and goodness of all
Our world doesn’t need more popular people - our world needs saints, true heroes
Our world needs heroes who stand up for the truth, even the truth of the evils of abortion 
We need to love every single person no matter what their situation, personality, or background
Yes, we need faith and hope, but we especially need love - not the love the world offers - the world says you love 

someone by not offending them - sometimes though we need to show tough love - tough love rejoices in the truth - 
if someone believes 5+3=9, then the loving thing is to correct them and teach them that 5+3=8 - if someone 
believes that abortion is morally okay, then the loving thing to do is to teach them that abortion is evil and the 
murder of an innocent person

However, we need to teach and correct with humility and compassion - You probably shouldn’t do it in such a way that 
they would want to hurl you headlong off a hill, but I guess if you did, you would probably be safe since I can’t think 
of any existence of hill in our area large enough to be detrimental 

God infuses the zygote, the fertilized human egg with a soul at the moment of conception - God knew this human person 
before the person became alive in his or her mother’s womb - God loves him or her - God desired their existence 
even before time begin - we are called to love our brothers and sisters in their mother’s womb - we are called to 
love everyone

Jesus said that His disciples will be known by their love for one another - may that be true of each one of us here and now
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