
How many of you like leftovers? - some leftovers are better than others - fresh bread is amazing - however, some things like 
chili taste better after a couple of days

After a couple of days of the same meal we’re usually ready to move on
In the first reading, Joshua had lead the Israelites across the Jordan River and were camped outside of Jericho - they were 

about to enter and take over the Promised Land
They were about to fight their first big battle in their conquest to take back over the land first promised to Abraham by God
Now that they were out of the desert and done wandering around for 40 years, they could eat the food of the land - therefore 

God ceases to send them manna from heaven
Now Biblical writers have called this manna the bread of the angels, bread from heaven, which is true - it was - even so, I 

doubt it tasted good enough that one would want to eat it every day for 40 years
So the next time you have left overs, just be thankful its just for two or three days in a row, and not 40 times 365, plus about 

9 or 10 leap days, so just over 14,600 straight days
But all of this points to the obviously strange - in some things we like variety; in other things we don’t - in some things change 

comes easily; in other things change comes with difficulty
Today’s readings are about change - St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things 

have passed away; behold, new things have come.”
St. Paul says because we have been forgiven through Christ, because we have been reconciled to God, we are called to be 

ambassadors for Christ, we are called to a ministry of reconciliation, a ministry of mercy
Again, Pope Francis has declared 2016 to be the Jubilee Year of Mercy - we need to be ambassadors of God’s 

reconciliation, God’s forgiveness, mercy, and love
In today’s Gospel, we have what some literary critics consider one of the best stories ever told - today, we have Jesus’ story, 

His parable about the Prodigal Son
Forgiveness is so hard to do and even harder to do well - However, God gave us the ultimate example when He took on our 

human nature, suffered, died on a Cross, and then rose from the dead
We are all forgiven - all we have to do is accept it - but this requires that we realize we need to be forgiven in the first place - 

this realization requires conversion and repentance 
The younger son takes off with not a care in the world - he goes to a far off land - Isn’t this true of us? - we think that true 

freedom is freedom from the seemingly stupid rules of God and His Church - we think that happiness can be found by 
getting as far from our Heavenly Father as possible - The younger son lusted for freedom without restraints and 
ended up enslaving himself - the freedom the world offers is just a disguise for enslavement and addiction to vices

However, it is in this land far from his father, that the younger son finally hits rock bottom - it is only then that his conversion 
begins - “Coming to his senses…” - This was a moment of initial conversion - for conversion to happen we have to 
reach a point where we realize we are not self sufficient - we have to realize that we are totally inadequate at saving 
ourselves



Now guilt and shame are painful to face - yet we desperately need to see ourselves for what we are - before we can respond 
to God’s mercy we must gain a sense of our inability and unworthiness, and the horror of how our sin has debased 
our lives and offended God

When the father welcomes his son home, notice it is not so that the son can repeat the past, but so that the son can 
reconstruct the future in hope - the father's wonderful show of mercy must be met by the son's commitment to letting 
go his past and beginning to learn anew what it means to be a son

It is only when we realize we don’t deserve to be called sons and daughters of God that the Baptismal grace of being a son 
or daughter of God can happen in earnest

However, with forgiveness comes responsibility - with his father’s forgiveness and love, the younger son now can’t go back 
to his former way of life - when he accepts the robe, it is a sign of his acceptance of his father’s rules for life - His 
commitment must be total and complete and be lived out every day - He must be a new man, the new person Saint 
Paul talks about to the Corinthians

The ring too was a symbol of the father immediately accepting the son back as a member of the family
This conversion builds on the gifts that were already there but maybe never used before - in Baptism we are given the gifts, 

the grace, the tools for salvation - How often are we using these gifts?
Now what about the older son? - He has never left the farm, but he too has left his father - his reactions show that he left his 

father long ago emotionally and spiritually - he did not remain out of love, but rather out of resentful obedience
The older son’s resentment makes him unable to receive his father's love - resentment and joy cannot co-exist - resentment 

will always steal our joy - the father wants both sons to receive his love and joy - the father's unreserved, unlimited 
love is offered wholly and equally to both sons - his expression of complete love is in accord with each son’s journey

But you may say, I don’t feel resentful - and I may have lived a questionable life in the past, but I’m beyond that now - why do 
you think I’m here at church? - we may look at the people around us and think, “Compared to most, I’m doing pretty 
good.” - but we need to remember that our neighbor is not the ultimate measuring stick for holiness - Jesus is - in light 
of our standard that is Jesus Christ, we see our true condition, and how hopelessly far we fall short of His holy 
example and righteous expectations

This is what Lent is all about - repentance and conversion - just like the father in the parable, God loves us and gives us 
opportunities to realize that we are a member of God’s family, that we are happier and better off in the House of God 
doing the God the Father’s will - we need to then repent and be sorry for the time we have spent apart from this family 
- we have to let God put on the family ring and robe

But if we do, we need to move forward, not backwards - we need to convert from our old ways to new ways - we need to be 
a new creation in our thoughts and actions

Lent invites us to be the prodigal son in our relationship with God and the way we live our lives and Lent invites us to be the 
father in our relationship with those around us, especially those who have wronged us - pray for the grace to say yes, 
yes to both repentance and forgiveness, repentance and mercy 


