
As you may recall, I went to seminary in Detroit, MI at Sacred Heart Major Seminary - major seminary is like grad school 
for seminarians, for those studying to be priests

Living in Detroit was interesting - you don’t want to be out wandering the streets at night unless you want to get mugged
I was at Sacred Heart Major Seminary from 2006 until 2010 - during part of the time I was there, there was a seminarian, 

a guy from China - he was studying for the underground Catholic Church in China
In China there is the pseudo false Catholic Church run by the government - the government appoints the bishops and 

controls all aspects of this false church - it is obviously not recognized by Rome - the true Catholic Church is 
“underground,” in the shadows - if you get caught belonging to the underground Catholic Church, the true Catholic 
Church, you could be punished, maybe even lose your life

This seminarian in Detroit was studying for the true, underground Catholic Church - in his first life, before he went to 
seminary, he was a medical doctor - thus he told the government that he was in the United States to further his 
medical knowledge - his plan was to sneak back into China once he was ordained

This seminarian so very much believed in Jesus, believed in the Gospel, believed in the Catholic Church, that he was 
willing to be punished, maybe even die, for his beliefs

I know it is becoming harder and harder to speak the truth of the Catholic Church in the public arena here in the United 
States, but we still have it easy compared to those in other parts of the world

I bring this up because we need to ask ourselves, what is the price for our faith? What would it take for you not to come to 
Mass on a weekend, to commit a mortal sin just once? If someone paid you a million dollars not to go to church for 
just one Sunday, would you do it? Would you take the money?

Studies indicate that about two thirds of all those who indicate themselves as Catholics don’t come to Mass - millions of 
Catholics make this choice without even receiving a million dollars - they choose not to come for other reasons

Throughout history, throughout the last 2000 years of Christianity, Christians have been persecuted - the amazing thing is 
where Christians are persecuted, it is there the faith is the strongest - it may not be the most numerous, but it is 
often the strongest

St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians says that he considers everything as a loss because of the supreme good of 
knowing Jesus Christ

Even if he loses everything for knowing and loving Jesus, it is more than worth it - St. Paul considers his faith in Jesus, his 
relationship with Jesus, the most important thing in the universe - it is the supreme or ultimate good - Jesus, God, 
is the supreme, ultimate Good

What are we willing to sacrifice for our relationship with Jesus Christ? What are we willing to sacrifice to have a 
relationship with a God who just wants to love us and have us love Him back?

But it is not that simple - right? Often, as my seminarian buddy from China knew, as we may well know, being a Christian 
involves suffering - but this is okay - by suffering, St. Paul says we are conformed to Jesus’ death - and why do we 



do this? - so that we can attain the resurrection from the dead - so that we can choose eternal life with God in 
heaven

In being possessed, in being consumed, in focusing on our desire for God’s love and eternal life in heaven, through 
suffering, we become spiritually mature

In this journey, this striving, we will make mistakes - we learn from these mistakes - we ask God’s forgiveness and mercy 
for these mistakes - for the grave mistakes and mortal sins, we visit the Sacrament of Reconciliation - once we 
have received God’s forgiveness and mercy, we need to move on because God has moved on - as St. Paul says, 
we need to forget what lies behind and strain forward toward what lies ahead, the goal, the prize of God’s upward 
calling, God calling us to holiness, to His abundant eternal love, to heaven

Today, God wants to do a new thing in your soul - Isaiah, in the first reading, says God is doing a new thing - he says 
there is water in the desert - there are rivers in the wasteland - why is God doing a new thing? - so we might 
announce His praise - so that we can bring others God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness - we must be instruments of 
God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness

Remember, Pope Francis has stressed this over and over again in his speeches - to remind us especially this year, as you 
have heard me say, Pope Francis has pronounced 2016 to be the Jubilee Year of Mercy

We see an extreme example of divine mercy in today’s Gospel - I love today’s Gospel - I have reflected on it over and 
over again in my life - I will tell you why in just a bit

In the Gospel, we see the scribes and the Pharisees again trying to trap Jesus - they bring to Jesus a woman caught in 
adultery - my question is, “Where is the man the woman was caught in adultery with?”

Anyways, if Jesus disagrees with Moses, He defies the laws God Himself gave to the Israelites - If He agrees, then He 
has just ordered the stoning of a woman to death

Instead, Jesus masterfully does a new thing - He writes in the ground - when pressed, He challenges them to look into 
their own souls: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” - He goes back to 
writing in the sand - when He finally looks up again, there is no one left

Then Jesus says to her with great love, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” - In two 
sentences, Jesus not only forgives her and grants her divine mercy, but He commands her to change her ways - 
He challenges her to choose holiness rather than sin - to choose true freedom instead of addiction to sin and the 
pain of being used and not loved

The reason I reflect on this passage over and over again is because as a pastor, and I assume it is the same as a parent, 
you are often put in situations where you need to speak the truth, the hard truth

It seems like this is harder to do now more than ever - in today’s world it seems so hard to discipline - we are so afraid of 
hurting people with words - and there is something good about this - but sometimes, especially our young people, 



need hard discipline so that they can find out, not just though experience, but through the wisdom and mistakes of 
those who have come before them, the wisdom in what is right and wrong

I often think long and hard how to approach the subject with the person going towards or who is already on the wrong 
path - how to breach the subject so that they will receive it? - so that they will at least consider the truth I speak? - 
How do I speak the truth in love? What words do I use to show that I really do care about them, about their eternal 
soul? - so often I feel like I have to use a multitude of words to express that I really do have their best interest in 
mind

Jesus, on the other hand, in two sentences, in just a couple of words is able to do both - to be gentle with her, with her 
soul, to grant her forgiveness and mercy, but firm on the truth, to call her to conversion - not to condemn her, but to 
free her

What is the price of your faith? What would the price be for you to skip Mass, to skip receiving God, Jesus, Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity in the Eucharist? To miss out on receiving the greatest gift of love on this side of heaven?

We desperately need the grace God gives us in the Sacraments, especially in the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the 
Eucharist? Why? Not just for ourselves, but for a world that is desperate for God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness

There are so many people addicted to sin - our culture encourages addictions to sins - we need to be God’s instruments 
of God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness - pray for the gift to not only forgive and grant mercy to those around you, 
especially to those who have wronged you, but through God’s grace, to call them to conversion, to holiness

Persons need to hear from the Christians they interact with day and day out, “Then neither do I condemn you. Go, and 
from now on, do not sin any more.”


