
Why do we come to church? - Why do we come to this building to worship God together? - What is so special about this 
space?

Why don’t we have Mass outside all summer long? - God is everywhere, right? - He created nature so being outside in 
nature would help us worship, right? Except for the mosquitoes

In the early, early church, in the first decades after Jesus ascended into heaven, Mass, church was in people’s homes - 
Didn’t Jesus say where two or three are gathered, there I am in their midst?

To answer these questions we need to reflect on the different ways God is present
Yes, God is present everywhere through His power, knowledge, and essence - this is called God’s natural presence
Yes, God is present spiritually in those who are in a state of grace - we could even say God is more present in people than 

He is just everywhere
However, Jesus is physically present in the Eucharist - Jesus, God, God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, is 

present, body, blood, soul, and divinity, in the Eucharist - Here God is substantially, fully present in the Eucharist
So yes, God is everywhere, but God is present in different places in different ways in different degrees
Did you notice the weird thing about tonight’s Gospel? Today we celebrate Holy Thursday, the Last Supper - usually at 

suppers, you eat food
However, in John’s Gospel account of the Last Supper, Jesus and His disciples don’t do much eating - John never 

mentions Jesus saying, “This is my body given up for you. This is my blood shed for you.”
However, we know from the other Gospels that Jesus turned the feast of the Passover into the feast of the Eucharist - 

instead of sacrificing a lamb, Jesus sacrifices Himself for His Apostles - So in the other Gospels we hear Jesus say, 
“This is my body given up for you. This is my blood shed for you.”

Besides, seven chapters before, John records Jesus saying, “Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.” - this teachings was too hard for a lot of people - so much so that 
John says many quit following Jesus and went back to their former way of life - if Jesus loved each person ever 
created infinitely, then it must have pained Him infinitely to have them walk away from Him - and yet He let them - 
He did not water down the teaching of the command to eat His body and drink His blood 

Jesus is more present, God is more present in the Eucharist, than He is anywhere else on the planet earth
This is why we celebrate Mass in a church - a place that suited for the worship of Jesus, especially Jesus in the Eucharist 

- but more importantly, it is a place where 364 days a year, Jesus is present in the Eucharist in the Tabernacle at 
the front of the church - Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist, in the Tabernacle, make this space, this church, and 
every Catholic church, radically different than any other place or space in the universe



Jesus didn’t just love the Apostles - He loved all of us - so in order to give the Gift of the Eucharist, the gift of Himself 
body, blood, soul, and divinity, to all peoples, Jesus gave the Apostles and their successors the power, the grace, to 
change bread and wine into His Body and Blood

Thus, Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Holy Orders at the Last Supper - Jesus gave the Apostles and future priests the 
ability to change bread and wine into His Body and Blood so that we may have eternal life

Without the priesthood, there is no Eucharist - without the Eucharist, there is no eternal life
If it sounds like I’m tooting my own horn, I personally feel like I’m doing the opposite - it is not because I’m more holy or 

more whatever that I can change bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus - it is in spite of my sinfulness, it 
is in spite of my faults and failures that Jesus, because of my being ordained a priest in the order of the priesthood 
of Jesus, changes the bread and wine into His body and blood through my speaking the words of consecration

But why do we come every week to receive Jesus in the Eucharist? - so that we can have eternal life? - that’s what we 
just said, yes?

Well, in order for that to happen, we have to allow the grace of receiving the Sacrament of the Eucharist to change us, to 
direct us, to enliven us

I recently used the example of a car and gasoline - Just because a car has a full tank of gas doesn’t mean it is going to go 
anywhere - you still have to turn on the ignition, put it in drive, and hit the gas pedal - without the gas, the car isn’t 
going to go anywhere - but having gas doesn’t guarantee the car is going to go anywhere - cars need gas, but they 
also need a driver to make it go somewhere

We need the Eucharist in order to have enteral life - however, just because we receive the Eucharist doesn’t mean we are 
going to automatically get to eternal life

We have to let the grace of the Eucharist propel and fuel our hearts and souls - we have to let the Eucharist change our 
lives

Is this not what Jesus says to the Apostles in tonight’s Gospel? - Jesus asks His Apostles, “Do you realize what I have 
done for you?” 

Jesus answers His own question, “If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you out to wash one 
another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”

A true Christian teacher, a true Christian master is one who leads not for self gain, but leads for the good of others - A true 
leader, a true teacher serves others

In a world without cement or asphalt roads and sidewalks, people’s feet got very, very dirty and gross from walking 
everywhere - people had to wash their feel much more often than they needed to wash the rest of their bodies - 
thus Jesus could literally say to Peter, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is 
clean all over.”



It was the lowliest of servants who had to wash other people’s feet - yet here is God incarnate, the Creator of the universe 
on bended knee washing His Apostles feet

If we ever think we are too good or a task is beneath us, then just remember Jesus washing His disciples’ feet
Allowing Christ’s love for you, given to you in the Eucharist, to come alive in your service to others, is what being a 

Catholic Christian is all about
So, go, and wash people’s smelly feet


