
God is crazy - okay, maybe not, but from where I’m standing, it kind of appears so
So God, being God, acted like God and did Godly things like create the universe - which we heard about in the first 

reading
When God created everything, He created everything good - this includes tape worms and mosquitoes - why, I’m not 

exactly sure
However, when it came to humanity, He looked at humanity and saw that we were very good - we were created in God’s 

image and likeness
This means two things - one, we have free will - we can freely choose to do a or b - our nature doesn’t dictate that for us - 

we can actually make choices unlike other animals in nature that are only able to respond to stimuli according to 
their reactions of nature - two, because we have free will, we have the capacity to love - Saint John Paul II in his 
Theology of the Body says that as husband and wife, humanity images the generative love of the Father and the 
Son from which the Holy Spirit proceeds from

As you can imagine, all this love flowing into Adam and Eve made for a great relationship with God and with each other - 
Adam and Eve were in harmony with God and they were in harmony with creation - there was no disease, no 
miscommunication, no anger, no wrinkles, no nothing bad - Adam and Eve were created to live forever in the 
Garden of Eden - that’s why God put the tree of life in the Garden of Eden

As you know, Adam and Eve messed things up - and not just for them, but for all of us - and for all of creation - 
disharmony was now everywhere - between people, between husband and wife, between humanity and nature, 
amongst nature itself

We didn’t read this, but in Genesis chapter 3, God tells the serpent, Satan, that He, God, will put enmity, separation 
between Satan and a woman and between Satan and the woman’s offspring - this would be Mary and Jesus

Already, just a couple of verses after the Fall, God has a plan to restore His relationship with us, with humanity
So two thousand years ago, God did a very un-god-like thing - He became part of His own creation - all of a sudden He 

too was under the effects of time and space - He too was affected by the Fall of Adam and Eve - He was 
misunderstood, people hated Him - they spat at Him

God is perfect - we get our sense of justice from God - even as kids we have a sense that things should be fair even 
though all evidence points to the opposite - that sense of justice comes from God

In some sense God could have saved us a million different ways - He could have given us eternal life in heaven lots of 
different ways - but because God is perfectly just, someone had to pay the penalty for all the sins of the world - no 
human being was up to the task - God being God, couldn’t feel pain - He couldn’t die - He was God

So in order to save us, in order to make us more like Him, He become more like us



Jesus, always being one divine Person, added our complete human nature to His divine nature - He came so that in His 
divinity, He could perfectly atone for our sins - in completely taking on our human nature, He is able to do this 
through His death and resurrection

Now, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, because of His defeat of evil, we can now choose between going to hell 
for our sins or accepting His saving grace won for us on the Cross

Because of Jesus, we have been given an infinitely greater gift than what Adam and Eve had before the Fall - before the 
Fall, they had eternal life in the perfect garden on earth - now, in the death and resurrection of Jesus, we have 
eternal life in heaven, in the very presence of the Trinity, in the very presence of Love

The Exsultet, that really long song I tried to sing at the beginning of Mass [at the Easter Vigil], has the line, “O truly 
necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of Christ. O happy fault that earned so great, so 
glorious a Redeemer!”

It is not good that Adam and Eve sinned, but because of them, we now have a Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who offers us the 
greater gift of not eternal life on earth, but eternal life in heaven

This is what we all truly desire - deep down each one of us desires to be in heaven, to be in the midst of the infinite, 
unconditional, perfect love of God, of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

This is the Good News of the Gospel - this is the Good News of Jesus Christ - all of our hopes and dreams of a perfect 
society is obtainable - it is called Heaven

All we have to do is accept Jesus’ saving grace from His death and resurrection and allow it to transform our lives
Great things happened to Abraham when he did what God asked Him to do - because of his obedience, Abraham’s 

descendants became a blessing to all nations, especially his descendant Jesus Christ
At the Easter Vigil, up to nine readings are read, covering and reminding us of salvation history, all that God has done to 

bring us to the salvation through Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection
This is the Good News of Easter - our desires for prefect love can and can only be fulfilled in Christ and His death and 

resurrection
Jesus Christ has risen! Alleluia!!


