
“Evil will always triumph because good is dumb.” - this is a line from a comedy movie from the 80’s - the statement is kind of 
true, but in the final analysis, it’s false

What I mean is, as fallen human beings, left to ourselves, we cannot fix ourselves - left to ourselves, evil will triumph
This goes for us individually, as a state, as a nation, and as the whole human race
Some people think that if we change this law, change this stereotype, change this prejudice, create this government 

program, maybe even get rid of religion, then we can create the perfect society
As Catholics, we believe this is impossible - our fallen human nature just won’t allow it
Now it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t work for change for the better - what it does mean is we need to recognize that true 

solutions to the world’s problems do not lie within ourselves, but in Christ
Now, in a fallen world, it is easy to become blind to this truth - it is easy to become blind to the fact that we need a savior, that 

we need Christ
Christ is the one who restores our sight, allows us to see the truth, to see reality as it really is
This is the great gift of Easter, of the resurrection
This realization consumed the Apostles - they had a fire burning within to tell others about the truth, about Christ
Even so, in a fallen world, they knew that Satan wouldn’t go down without a fight
Therefore, they knew there would be resistance, pain, and suffering
They knew that being on fire for Christ did not mean that God would spare them pain and suffering
In fact they knew that being on fire for Christ would most likely increase the amount of pain and suffering
When the people of the Sanhedrin threaten them, the Apostles gently and humbly reminded them that their obedience is first 

to God
The Apostles considered the Gospel and obedience to God more important than their own health and safety - the Apostles 

were willing to serve God no matter what the cost
Because they were consumed with the love and truth of Christ, when they were flogged, instead of getting them to be quiet 

about, it had the opposite effect - they immediately went back to preaching and telling anyone who would listen about 
Christ

They considered it an honor to suffer for Christ
I’m sure there are causes and issues you have had, or currently have, that you are willing to suffer for - Christ wants to be 

one of them - actually, He wants to be the most important one, the most important Person in your life that you are 
willing to suffer for

With Christ, my opening statement becomes false - we already know that in the end good will triumph
This is a truth and a comfort we must take with us in our own lives
God is calling us to preach the Gospel - this is not easy
Even Peter struggled with it at first
After the Resurrection, Jesus appears to the Peter and some of the other Apostles



When Jesus shows up, Peter and the others are fishing
At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when Jesus first called Peter and the Apostles, they were fishing then too - at that time 

Jesus tells them He is going to make them fishers of men - now, as before, Jesus tells them to lower their nets - 
again, they have a huge catch

One of the fish they would have caught is called Tilapia - it is also known as “Peter’s fish” - When I got to go to the Holy 
Land, we got to try some of “Peter’s fish” - however, I can’t tell you how it tasted because I was too busy avoiding all 
the bones and being uncomfortable from the fish eye staring back at me from the plate

Peter, after John recognized it was Jesus, leaps out of the boat - do we leap at the chance to meet Christ, especially in the 
Eucharist?

John says that this is the third time Jesus shows Himself to His Apostles after the Resurrection - again Jesus went out of His 
way to show His disciples various proofs of His resurrection, that He was flesh and blood and not just a spirit or a 
ghost - here he eats fish and bread - obviously a ghost or a spirit would not be able to eat physical food

Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Him - Jesus, in doing this, is giving Peter a chance to make amends for denying Him 
three times during the Passion

Jesus asks, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” - if Jesus were to ask you, would you be able to say 
yes? Or is there something you love more than Jesus?

Jesus calls each one of us, even in our own personal sin and weakness, to declare our loyalty to Him, to declare that we love 
Him first and foremost

When Peter says yes, Jesus tells Peter to “Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep”
Here, as in Matthew 16:18-19, Jesus makes Peter the supreme leader of the Christian community, the leader of the Church, 

the first pope - Pope Francis is the 265th successor of St. Peter, the 266th bishop of Rome, the 266th leader of the 
Catholic Christian Church, the Mystical Body of Christ on earth

Peter can only lead with the help of Christ - Pope Francis can only lead with the help of Christ - therefore, we must pray for 
Pope Francis

We must also pray for ourselves - that we are strong in our faith in the face of pain and suffering
When you look back through history, it seems that the faith seems to flourish in a radical way when it is persecuted the most
Thankfully, for the most part we still have freedom of religion in this country - although things like the HHS mandate, the 

mandate that medical insurance cover things like abortions and artificial contraception erodes our religious freedom
So even though we are persecuted for our religion like some people are in other parts of world, the question still remains - 

how much do I love Christ and His Church - how much would I be willing to suffer for Christ - am I like the Apostles; in 
the event that I would suffer for Christ, would I rejoice and consider it an honor?

If we live for Christ, good will triumph in us because in the light of the Truth of Christ, evil is dumb


